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2 @ @ @ ALABAMAVS. TEXAS 


By Marvin Gentry, US Presswire 


Steady foot: If Alabama needs a clutch kick late, it can turn to senior Leigh Tiffin, who has made 29 of 33 field goals this season. 


@ 
Season reviews 
Alabama, Page 12 Texas, Page 48 


By Dave Martin, AP By Harry Cabluck, AP 


Finger roll: Alabama's Darius Hanks had three touchdown recep- Longhorns leader: Texas can count on senior quarterback Colt Mc- 
tions and averaged 16 yards a catch for the Crimson Tide. Coy, who has thrown for 3,512 yards and 27 touchdowns this season. 
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Team analyses Pace7 mt ll 


AP file photo 


Days gone by: Tackle Fred Sington helped 
Alabama win its third national champion- 
ship in 1930 with a 24-0 victory against 
Washington State in the Rose Bowl. 


By Dave Martin, AP books 


Lots to celebrate: Alabama's Mark Ingram, left, and teammate Julio Jones react after In- Page iW) 
gram scored a first-quarter touchdown against Florida in the SEC championship game. 
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By Harry How, Getty Images 


Flower power: The BCS title game will be played at Rose Bowl Stadium in Pasadena, Calif. 


46 8688 ALABAMAVS. TEXAS 


Reigning champs: Wide receiver Marquis Maze (4) joins teammates and others in celebrating Alabama's SEC championship 
game victory against Florida at the Georgia Dome. 
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Group hug: Texas players 


- forma celebratory mosh pit af- 


ter winning the Big 12 title to 
secure a berth in the BCS na- 
tional title game. The Long- 
horns beat Nebraska 13-12 
with a late drive and Ap yet 
field goal as time expired. 


By Brett Davis, US Presswire 
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Man of the hour: Kicker Hunter 
Lawrence gets a victory ride 
from teammates after his last- 
second, 46-yard field goal gave 
Texas a 13-12 win vs. Nebraska 
in the Big 12 title game Dec. 5. 


By Tony Gutierrez, AP 
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Offense 


QB Greg McElroy 


An efficient passer who 

completes 61% of his 
asses, he has thrown 

or 2,211 yards and 16 

touchdowns with four in- 

terceptions. 


RB Mark Ingram 


The sophomore averages 
119 yards rushing a game 
and 6.5 yards a carry and 
has scored 12 touchdowns. 


WR Julio Jones 


At 6-4, a huge target on a 
team that has four players 


with 20 receptions or 

more. Leads the Crimson 

Tide with 40. 

By Kevin C, Cox, Getty Images 
Long distance: Julio Jones’ longest touchdown reception of 
the season went for 73 yards against LSU. 
Defense 
LB Eryk Anders 


The fourth-leading tackler 
has five sacks, two forced 
fumbles and a fumble 
recovery. 


DB Mark Barron 


Leads the secondary with 
seven interceptions, one 
for a 77-yard touchdown. 


DB Javier Arenas 


Is tied for second on the 
team in sacks with five, 
has two interceptions and 
averages 30 yards on kick 
returns. 


By Marvin Gentry, US Presswire 


Target: Florida’s Tim Tebow found the going tough against 
Mark Barron and Alabama’s defense in the SEC title game. 


Wa Players to watch 


ey 


By Marvin Gentry, US Presswire 


Point machine: Leigh Tiffin accounted for 
all 12 Alabama points against Tennessee. 


Special teams 


K Leigh Tiffin 


Has 87% accuracy, is 22-for-24 from 20-39 
yards and made good on his only 50-yard 
attempt. 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Rolling Tide: Coach Nick Saban is 32-8 since 
taking over the Alabama program in 2007. 


Coach 


Nick Saban 


Going for his second national title with his 
second SEC team (LSU, 2003). 
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Offense 


josh Chapman 


Pos. Player E Brandon Deaderick 

WR Julio Jones Marcell Dareus 
Mike McCoy LB Cory Reamer 

TE Colin Peek Jerrell Harris 
Michael Williams LB Rolando McClain 


RT Drew Davis 


Tyler Love 
RG Barrett Jones 


Chris Jordan 


LB Nico Johnson 
Tana Patrick 


John Michael Boswell LB Eryk Anders 
C William Vlachos Courtney Upshaw 
David Ross RCB Kareem Jackson 
LG Mike Johnson Chris Rogers 
Brian Moti SS Mark Barron 
LT James Carpenter AliSharrief 
Alfred McCullough FS Justin Woodall 
WR Marquis Maze Robby Green 
Darius Hanks LCB Javier Arenas 
RB Mark Ingram Marquis Johnson 
Roy Upchurch 's 
HB Preston Dial Special teams 
Brad Smelley ES 
QB Greg McElroy K Leigh Tiffin 
Star Jackson 
\ P PJ. Fitzgerald 
By Dave Martin, AP Defense 7 
2 : ‘ ' PR Javier Arenas 
The rout is on: Trent Richardson (3) reacts after scoring a touchdown in a 53-7 Pos. ri ann —_-Julig Jones = 
blowout of North Texas that improved Alabama to 3-0. Also pictured, from left, are mean eee 
the Tide's Alfred McCullough, Mike Johnson and James Carpenter. NG" Terrence Cody 
No. Player Pos. ClassHt. Wt. Hometown (last school) 48 Travis Sikes WR Jr. 6-2 188 Nashville(Christ Presbyterian) 
1 B.J.Scott DB So. 5-11 188 Prichard, Ala. (Vigor) 49 Jonathan Atchison LB Fr. «6-2 235 Atlanta(Douglass) 
1 Chris Rogers DB Sr. 6-0 195 Lakeland, Fla. (Evangel Christian) 50 Brian Selman 1S Sr. 6-0 «211 ‘Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 
2 Star Jackson QB Fr. 6-3 195 Lake Worth, Fla. (Lake Worth) 51 Michael DeJohn LB jr. 6-0 220 Hoover, Ala. (Hoover) 
2 Tana Patrick LB Fr. 6-3 235 Bridgeport, Ala. (North Jackson) 52 Alfred McCullough OL So, 6-2 292 Athens, Ala. (Athens) 
3 Trent Richardson RB Fr. 5-11 220 Pensacola, Fla. (Escambia) 54 Glenn Harbin DL So. 6-6 245 Mobile, Ala.(McGill-Toolen) 
3 Kareem Jackson DB jr. 5-11 192 Macon, Ga. (Fork Union Military) 54 Russell Raines OL Fr. 6-2 290 Satsuma, Ala. (Satsuma) 
4 Mark Barron DB So. 6-2 215 Mobile, Ala. (St. Paul's) 55 Chavis Williams LB jr. 6-4 223 Dora, Ala.(Dora) 
4 Marquis Maze WR So, 5-10 179 Tarrant, Ala. (Tarrant) 56 William Ming DL Fr. 6-3 260 Athens, Ala. (Athens) 
5 Roy Upchurch RB Sr. 6-0 205. Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 57 Marcell Dareus DL So. 6-3 280 Huffman, Ala. (Huffman) 
6 Demetrius Goode RB So, 5-10 190 LaGrange, Ga. (Hargrave) 58 Nick Gentry DL So. 6-1 254 Prattville, Ala. (Prattville) 
7 Kenny Bell WR Fr 6-1 160 Rayville, La. (Rayville) 59 Brandon Moore DL Fr 6-5 310 Montgomery, Ala. (Carver) 
7 PJ. Fitzgerald P St. 5-11 198 Coral Springs, Fla. (Stoneman Douglas) 60 David Williams OL Fr 6-3 272 Duncanville, Ala. (Hillcrest) 
8 Julio Jones WR So. 6-4 210 Foley,Ala.(Foley) 61 Carson Tinker ST So. 6-1 230 Murfreesboro, Tenn. (Riverdale) 
9 Phelon Jones DB — 5-11 195 Mobile, Ala.(LSU) 61 Anthony Steen OL-DLFr. 6-3 305 Lambert, Miss.(Lee Academy) 
9 Nick Williams WR Fr. 5-10 165  FortLauderdale (St. Thomas Aquinas) 62 Terrence Cody DL Sr. 6-5 365 Fort Myers, Fla. (Gulf Coast C.C.) 
10 Jerrell Harris LB. So. 6-3 215 Gadsden, Ala. (Gadsden City) 63 Kellen Williams OL Fr. 6-3 290 Lawrenceville, Ga. (Brookwood) 
10 A.J.McCarron QB Fr. 6-4 190 Mobile, Ala. (Saint Paul's EpiscopalSchool) 64 Kerry Murphy DL Fr. 6-4 323 Hoover, Ala.(Hargrave/Hoover) 
10 Morgan Ogilvie QB So. 6-0 185 Mountain Brook, Ala. (Mountain Brook) 65 Chance Warmack OL Fr. 6-3 301 Atlanta(Westlake) 
11 Brandon Gibson WR So. 6-1 196 Mobile, Ala.(UMS-Wright) 65 Allen Skelton OL So. 6-1 256 Coker, Ala.(Tuscaloosa County) 
12 Greg McElroy QB jr. 6-3 220 Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 66 Brian Motley OL Jr. 6-2 289 Autaugaville, Ala. (Autaugaville) 
13 Rob Ezell WR jr. 5-10 170 Athens, Ala.(Athens) 67 John Michael Boswell OL So. 6-5 300 Northport, Ala. (Tuscaloosa County) 
13 Cory Reamer LB Sr. 6-4 234 Hoover, Ala.(Hoover) 68 Taylor Pharr OL Jr 6-6 290 Irondale, Ala. (Shades Valley) 
15 Darius Hanks WR Jr. 6-0 172. Norcross,Ga. (Norcross) 72 Tyler Love OL Fr. 6-7 290 Mountain Brook, Ala.(Mountain Brook) 
16 Thomas Darrah QB So. 6-6 212 Newnan,Ga.(Newnan) 73 William Viachos OL So. 6-1 294 Birmingham, Ala. (Mountain Brook) 
17 Brad Smelley TE So. 6-3 218 Tuscaloosa, Ala, (American Christian) 74 David Ross OL Jr. 6-3 295 Homewood, Ala.(Homewood) 
18 Rod Woodson DB Fr. 5-11 200 Olive Branch, Miss. (Olive Branch) 75 Barrett Jones OL r-So. 6-5 280 Memphis(Evangelical Christian) 
20 Tyrone King DB Sr, 5-11 198 Birmingham, Ala. (Grambling State) 76 DJ. Fluker OL Fr. 6-6 340 Foley, Ala.(Foley) 
21 Dre Kirkpatrick DB Fr. 6-3 185 Gadsden, Ala. (Gadsden City) 77 james Carpenter OL Jr. 65 300 Augusta, Ga. (Hephzibah) 
22 Mark Ingram RB So. 5-10 215 Flint, Mich. (Southwestern Academy) 78 Mike Johnson OL St, 6-6 305 Pensacola, Fla. (Pine Forest) 
23 Robby Green DB So. 6-0 180 NewOrleans (John Curtis Christian) 79 Drew Davis OL Sr. 6-7 305 Evergreen, Ala. (Sparta Academy) 
24 Marquis Johnson DB Sr. 5-11 192. Sarasota, Fla. (Booker) 80 Mike McCoy WR Sr. 6-3 215 Rankin, Miss.(Northwest Rankin) 
25 Rolando McClain 1B Jr. 6-4 258 Decatur, Ala. (Decatur) 81 Kendall Kelly WR Fr. 6-3 216 Gadsden, Ala. (Gadsden City) 
26 Ali Sharrief DB Sr. 5-9 205 Stevenson, Ala. (North Jackson) 82 Earl Alexander WR Jr. 6-4 216 Phenix City, Ala. (Central) 
27 Justin Woodall DB Sr. 6-2 220 Oxford, Miss. (Lafayette HS) 83 Kevin Norwood WR Fr. 6-2 180 D'Iberville, Miss. (D'Ilberville) 
28 Javier Arenas DB Sr, 5-9 198 Tampa(Robinson) 84 Colin Peek TE Sr. 6-6 255 Ponte Vedra, Fla. (Georgia Tech) 
29 Terry Grant RB Jr. 5-9 190 Lumberton, Miss. (Lumberton) 85 Preston Dial TE Jr. 6-3 245 Mobile, Ala.(UMS-Wright) 
30 Dont’a Hightower LB So. 6-4 250 Lewisburg, Tenn. (Marshall County) 86 Undra Billingsley TE fr. 6-3 275 Birmingham, Ala.(Woodlawn) 
32 Eryk Anders LB Sr. 6-2 227 SanAntonio(Smithson Valley) 87 Drew Bullard LB So. 6-3. 240 Florence, Ala. (Florence) 
33 Hampton Gray DB Sr. 6-1 194 Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Tuscaloosa County) 87 Chris Underwood TE So, 6-4 231 Birmingham, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 
33 Mike Marrow RB Fr, 6-2 240 Holland, Ohio(Central Catholic) 88 Michael Bowman WR Fr. 6-4 210 Rossville, Ga. (Ridgeland) 
34 Jeramie Griffin RB So. 6-2 228 Batesville, Miss. (South Panola) 89 Michael Williams TE Fr. 6-6 266 Reform, Ala. (Pickens County) 
35. Nico Johnson LB Fr. 6-3 225 Andalusia, Ala. (Andalusia) 90 Milton Talbert DL Jr. 6-4 275 Hattiesburg, Miss. (Hattiesburg) 
36 Chris Jordan LB So, 6-2 220 Brentwood, Tenn, (Brentwood Academy) 91 Alex Watkins LB So, 6-3 225 Brownsville, Tenn. (Haywood) 
37 Robert Lester DB Fr. 6-2 210 Foley, Ala.(Foley) 92 Damion Square DL r-Fr. 6-3. 273 Houston (Yates) 
39 Kyle Pennington DB jr. 5-11 177 Chatom, Ala. (Washington County) 93 Chris Bonds DL Fr 6-4 280 Columbia, S.C. (Richland Northeast) 
40 DeMarcus DuBose LB So. 6-1 230 Montgomery, Ala. (Jefferson Davis) 94 Darrington Sentimore DL fr. 6-3 280 Norco, La.(Destrehan) 
40 Baron Huber RB-TE Sr. 6-3 249 Knoxville, Tenn. (Powell) 94 Jeremy Shelley K Fr. 5-10 170 Raleigh, N.C. (Broughton) 
41 Courtney Upshaw LB So. 6-2 249 Eufaula, Ala. (Eufaula) 95 Colin Gallagher K Jr. 6-0 180 Atlanta (Marist) 
42 Eddie Lacy RB Fr, 6-0 210 Geismar,La.(Dutchtown) 95 Brandon Deaderick DL Sr. 6-4 287 Elizabethtown, Ky. (Elizabethtown) 
44 Alex Benson LB Sr. 6-1 210 Trussville, Ala, (Hewitt-Trussville) 96 Luther Davis DL Jr. 6-3 299 West Monroe, La. (West Monroe) 
44 Jacob Vane RB Sr. 6-0 228 OakRidge, Tenn. (Oak Ridge) 97 Lorenzo Washington DL Sr 6-5 290 Loganville, Ga. (Hargrave Military) 
46 Wesley Neighbors DB So, 6-1 210 Huntsville, Ala. (Huntsville) 98 Heath Thomas P Sr. 6-3 213 Montgomery, Ala. (Trinity Presbyterian) 
46 William Strickland WR So. 5-10 173 Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Northridge) 99 Josh Chapman DL So. 6-1 305 Hoover, Ala. (Hoover) 
47 Ed Stinson DL-LBFr, 6-4 240 Homestead, Fla. (South Dade) 99 Leigh Tiffin K Sr. 6-2 212 Muscle Shoals, Ala. (Muscle Shoals) 


10m = @ m@ ALABAMA VS. TEXAS 


Offense 


QB Colt McCoy 


The heartbeat of the Long- 
horns has won the most 
games as a starting quar- 
terback of any player in 
NCAA history. 


RB Tre’ Newton 


The freshman emerged 

at the end of the season to 
become a running option 
who keeps defenses 
honest. 


WR Jordan Shipley 


Speedy roommate and fa- 
vorite target of McCoy is a 
threat to score as a receiver 


and as a kick returner. 
By Harry Cabluck, AP 
Offense in the Lone Star State: Colt McCoy threw for 27 
touchdowns and ran for two this season. 
Defense 
DT Lamarr Houston 
A disruptive force from 


his defensive tackle posi- 
tion, the senior leads the 
ener in tackles for 
Oss. 


LB Roddrick Muckelroy 


The team’s top tackler 
started at outside line- 
backer last season as a 
junior before moving in- 

side in 2009. 


DB Earl Thomas 


One of the nation’s best 
defensive backs has a 
knack for making inter- 
ceptions and big plays 
when Texas needs him 
the most. 


By Aaron M. Sprecher, Getty Images 


Impact player: Texas linebacker Roddrick Muckelroy has done a 
good job sizing up his opponents’ running games. 


UDOWSKEI, A 


Kicking up a storm: Hunter Lawrenc 
made 20 of his 23 field goal attempts. 


Special teams 


K Hunter Lawrence 


The steady field goal kicker has been consis- 
tent all season when the offense has stalled in 
scoring position. 


tae 
By Harry Cabluck, AP 


Hooked on the Horns: Coach Mack Brown 
is 127-26 at Texas since 1998. 


Coach 


Mack Brown 


Has led the Longhorns to nine consecutive 
10-win seasons and won one national cham- 
pionship this decade. 


Offense 


Pos. 
WR Jordan Shipley 


mes Kirkendoll 
TE GregSmith 


hmard Howard 
RT Kyle Hix 
Britt Mitchell 


RG Michael Huey 


Tray Allen 
C Chris Hall 
David Snow 
LG Charlie Tanner 


(G CharlieTanner 
Tray Allen 
L lam Ulatoski 
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Defense 
Pos. Player 
E Sergio Kindle 


Alex Okafor 
NT eeston Randal 
Ben Alexander 
7 Lamarr Houston 


Calvin Howell 
E Sam Acho 


Eddie Jones 
SLB) Emmanuel Acho 
Keenan Robinson 
MLB Roddrick Muckelroy 
Dustin Earnest 
WLB Keenan Robinson 
Emmanuel Acho 
RCB Curtis Brown 
Aaron Williams 
RS Blake Gideon 
Nolan Brewster 


QB Colt McCoy 
Garrett Gilbert 


By Eric Gay, AP 


Emerging from the fog: Texas’ Cody Johnson (31) leads his team on the field 
in the season-opening 59-20 victory against Louisiana-Monroe. 


LS Earl Thomas 
Nolan Brewster 
Luke PoehImann LCB Aaron Williams 
WR Malcolm Williams Chykie Brown 
fordan Shipley Nick. Aaron Williams 
RB Cody Johnson Earl Thomas 
Tre’ Newton ia al 
FB Antwann ams 
Cody Johnson Speci te 


K Hunter Lawrence 


Ryan Bailey 


P Justin Tucker 
lohn Gold 
PR Jordan Shipley 
Earl Thomas 
KR Jordan Shipley 
Malcolm Williams 


No. Player 
1 Philip Payne 
1 Keenan Robinson 
2 Sergio Kindle 
2 Vondrell McGee 
3 Garrett Gilbert 
3 Curtis Brown 
4 Aaron Williams 
4 Dan Buckner 
5 Brandon Collins 
5 Ben Wells 
6 Christian Scott 
6 DeSean Hales 
7 John Chiles 
7 Deon Beasley 
8 Jordan Shipley 
8 Chykie Brown 
9 Malcolm Williams 
11 Jared Norton 
11 James Kirkendoll 
12 Colt McCoy 
12 Earl Thomas 
13 Ahmard Howard 
13 Tariq Allen 
14 John Paul Floyd 
14 Eryon Barnett 
15 Trevor Walker 
15 Hunter Lawrence 
16 lan Harris 
16 Kenny Vaccaro 
16 Brock Fitzhenry 
17 Sherrod Harris 
17 Trevor Gerland 
18 Emmanuel Acho 
19 Blaine Irby 
19 Justin Tucker 
21 Chris Whaley 
21 Blake Gideon 
23 Tre' Newton 
24 Jorge Martinez 
24 Antwan Cobb 
25 Sam Walker 
25 Jeremy Hills 
26 Josh Richardson 
26 D.J.Monroe 
27 Nolan Brewster 


27 Michael Summerville K 
28 Foswhitt Whittaker RB 


28 Mark Fisher 

29 Clark Ford 

29 Jaren Nickleson 
30 Ryan Roberson 
30 RyanZych 

31 Cody Hill 

31 Cody Johnson 
32 Eddie Jones 

33 Lamarr Houston 
35 Marcus Davis 


Pos. Ht. 
WR 6-2 
LB 6-3 
DE-LB 6-4 
RB 5-10 
QB 6-4 
CB SOG-O 
DB 6-1 
WR 6-4 
WR 5-11 
Ss 6-1 
Ss 6-1 
WR 5-11 
WR 6-2 
CB 5-10 
WR 6-0 
cB 6-0 
WR 6-3 
LB 6-3 
WR 5-11 
QB 6-2 
Ss 5-10 
TE 6-4 
LB 6-2 
QB O6-1 
DB 6-2 
QB 6-2 
K 6-0 
TE 64 
DB O61 
WR 5-9 
QB 63 
P 6-2 
LB 6-2 
TE 6-3 
K-P 6-1 
RB 6-3 
Ss 6-1 
RB 6-0 
DB 6-0 
RB 6-0 
DB 6-0 
RB 6-0 
CB SO5-10 
WR 5-9 
Ss 6-2 
5-11 
5-10 
DB 5-8 
DB 5-10 
WR 6-0 
RB-LB 5-10 
WR 5-10 
DB 5-10 
RB 5-11 
DE 63 
DT 6-2 
DB 6-1 


Class Hometown (school) 


Jr 
So. 
Sr. 


Je 
Fr. 


Jn 
So. 


Garland, Texas (South Garland) 
Plano, Texas (Plano East) 

Dallas (Woodrow Wilson) 
Longview, Texas (Longview) 
Austin (Lake Travis) 

Gilmer, Texas (Gilmer) 

Round Rock, Texas (McNeil) 

Allen, Texas (Allen) 

Brenham, Texas (Brenham) 
Beaumont, Texas (Ozen) 

Dallas (Skyline) 

Klein, Texas (Oak) 

Dallas (Summitt) 

Orange, Texas (West Orange Stark) 
Burnet, Texas (Burnet) 

Houston (North Shore) 

Garland, Texas (Garland) 

Rowlett, Texas (Rowlett) 

Round Rock, Texas (Round Rock) 
Tuscola, Texas (Jim Ned) 

Orange, Texas (West Orange Stark) 
Brenham, Texas (Brenham) 

Irving, Texas (MacArthur) 
Lubbock, Texas (Monterey) 
Euless, Texas (Trinity) 

Mount Pleasant, Texas (Mount Pleasant) 
Boerne, Texas (Boerne) 

San Antonio (Churchill) 
Brownwood, Texas (Early) 
Giddings, Texas (Giddings) 
Arlington, Texas (Bowie) 

Katy, Texas (Cinco Ranch) 

Dallas (St. Mark's) 

Camarillo, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 
Austin (Westlake) 

Madisonville, Texas (Madisonville) 
Leander, Texas (Leander) 
Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 
Brownsville, Texas (St. Joseph Academy) 
Pflugerville, Texas (Pflugerville) 
Mount Pleasant, Texas (Mount Pleasant) 
Houston (Alief Elsik) 

Dallas (J.J. Pearce) 

Angleton, Texas (Angleton) 
Denver (Mullen) 

Garland, Texas (Naaman Forest) 
Houston (Pearland) 

Carrollton, Texas (Hebron) 
Richmond, Texas (B.F. Terry) 
Corpus Christi (King) 

Brenham, Texas (Brenham) 

Plano, Texas (Plano East) 

Lubbock, Texas (Monterey) 
Waller, Texas (Waller) 

Kilgore, Texas (Kilgore) 

Colorado Springs (Doherty) 
League City, Texas (Clear Creek) 


35 Travis Smith K 5-8 
36 PatrickNkwopara LB 5-11 
37 Meyer Criss DB 6-0 
38 Roddrick Muckelroy LB 6-2 
39 Ryan Bailey K 6-2 
40 Dominique Jones TE-DE 6-3 
41 JamisonBerryhill FB = 5-11 
42 Dustin Earnest LB G3 
43 Dravannti Johnson TE-DE 6-2 
44 Sergio Corral DE 6-2 
45 Luke Padgett RB 6-1 
46 Aaron Smith FB 6-2 
47 JohnGold (i 6-3 
48 Alex Zumberge DS 6-0 
49 Trey Wier DL 6-2 
50 Michael Cruciani DE-DS 6-0 
52 Luciano Martinez DL 5-11 
52 Charlie Tanner OG 6-4 
54 Mark Buchanan OT 6-6 
55 Nick Zajicek OL 6-3 
56 Tray Allen OT-G 6-5 
57 Andrew Carroll OL 63 
58 William Harvey DS 5-11 
63 Michael Huey OG 6-5 
64 Kyle Hix oT 6-75 
67 Mason Walters OL 6-6 
68 Drew Oldis OG 6-4 
70 Paden Kelley OL 6-7 
71 Chris Hall Cc 6-4 
72 Britt Mitchell oT 6-5 
73 Garrett Porter OL 6-6 
74 Adam Ulatoski oT 66 
75 Steve Moore OG 64 
77 Luke PoehImann OT 8v 
78 David Snow CG 6-4 
79 Thomas Ashcraft OL 6-5 
80 Alex Okafor DE 6-4 
80 CA. Vergari WR 6-1 
81 GregoryTimmons WR_ 6-3 
81 Sam Acho DE 6-3 
82 Trey Graham TE 6-5 
82 Chris Torbert WR 5-8 
83 Greg Smith TE-OL 6-4.5 
84 MarquiseGoodwin WR _ 5-9 
85 Cameron Wendt TE 6-5 
85 D.J.Grant TE 6-3 
86 Cade McCrary WR 6-4 
87 Patrick McNamara WR 6-4 
88 Mac McWhorter TE 6-4 
89 BarrettMatthews TE 6-2 
90 Kyle Kriegel DT-DE 6-5 
91 Kheeston Randall DT 6-5 
92 Ben Alexander DT 6-0 
93 Tyrell Higgins DT 6-3 
95 Tevin Mims DL 6-4 
96 Calvin Howell DL 6-4 
97 Russell Carter DE 6-3 
98 Derek Johnson DL 6-3 


160 
210 
183 
235 
205 
240 
225 
233 
235 
220 
205 
235 
212 
245 
230 
220 
260 
305 
310 
265 
315 
296 
235 
320 
320 
300 
290 
270 
295 
310 
305 
310 
295 
265 
300 
315 
240 
200 
196 
260 
235 
175 
260 
170 
220 
220 
180 
205 
250 
215 
262 
288 
305 
279 
245 
280 
245 
310 


San Antonio (Reagan) 

Grand Prairie, Texas (South Grand Prairie) 
Fort Worth (0.D. Wyatt) 

Hallsville, Texas (Hallsville) 

Austin (Anderson) 

Kilgore, Texas (Kilgore) 

Odessa, Texas (Permian) 
Texarkana, Texas (Texas) 
Nederland, Texas (Nederland) 

Fort Stockton, Texas (Fort Stockton) 
Bellville, Texas (Bellville) 

Palestine, Texas (Palestine) 
Palestine, Texas (Palestine) 
Houston (Houston Christian) 
Austin (Austin) 

Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 
Monterrey, Mexico (La Joya) 

Austin (Anderson) 

Austin (Austin) 

Cameron, Texas (Yoe) 

Grand Prairie, Texas (South Grand Prairie) 
Montgomery, Texas (Montgomery) 
Houston (Memorial) 

Kilgore, Texas (Kilgore) 

Aledo, Texas (Aledo) 

Wolfforth, Texas (Frenship ) 
Boerne, Texas (Boerne) 

Austin (Lake Travis) 

Irving, Texas (Irving) 

Kilgore, Texas (Kilgore) 

Odessa, Texas (Permian) 
Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 

Houston (Jersey Village) 

Brenham, Texas (Brenham) 
Gilmer, Texas (Gilmer) 

Cedar Hill, Texas (Cedar Hill) 
Pflugerville, Texas (Pflugerville) 
Bronxville, N.Y. (Bronxville) 

Aldine, Texas (Eisenhower) 

Dallas (St. Mark's) 

Waco, Texas (Midway) 

Celina, Texas (Celina) 
Montgomery, Texas (Montgomery) 
Garland, Texas (Rowlett) 

Spring, Texas (Collins) 

Austin (LBJ) 

Austin (Lake Travis) 

Lubbock, Texas (Monterey) 

Austin (Westwood) 

Galena Park, Texas (North Shore) 
Elysian Fields, Texas (Elysian Fields) 
Beaumont, Texas (Kelly) 

Anderson, S.C. (T.L. Hanna) 

Schertz, Texas (Clemens) 

Round Rock, Texas (Stony Point) 
San Antonio (Warren) 

Houston (Westbury) 

Hoxie, Ark. (Hoxie) 
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“We actually played better than the score is. 
We made a lot of mistakes. But we responded 
better to adversity than maybe we ever 
have.” 


— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Sept. 5: Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 


Alabama 34, Virginia Tech 24 


The No. 5 Crimson 
Tide scored two 
fourth-quarter 
touchdowns to rally 
past the No. 7 Ho- 
kies. After quarter- 
back Greg McElroy’s 
slow start, Ala- 
bama’s offense 
clicked, outgaining 
Virginia Tech 498- 
155 in total yards. 


Alabama 34, 
Virginia Tech 24 


Alabama 9 7 

Virginia Tech 700 7 — 24 
First quarter 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 49 yards 9:56 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 34 yards 6:47 _ 
Virginia Tech: Dyrell Roberts 98-yard kickoff 
return (Matt Waldron kick) 6:35 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 32 yards 3:05 


or Second caret 
6! a Tech: FG Matt Waldron 28 yards 


Alabama: Roy Upchurch 19-yard run (Tiffin 
ick) 3:09 


k ; 
Virginia Tech: Ryan Williams 1-yard run 
(Waldron kick) 1:02 


Fourth quarter 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 6-yard run (Greg 
McElroy pass to Colin Peek) 12:23 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 20 yards 10:31 
es Tech: Ryan Williams 32-yard run 
(Waldron kick) 9:22 

Alabama: Greg aoe 18-yard pass to Mark 
Ingram (Tiffin kick) 6:3 


Ala. VT 
First downs 22 1 
Total yards 498 155 
Rushes-yards 49-268 31-64 
Passing 230 91 
Comp-att-int 15301 9-20-41 
Fumbles lost 1 1 
Penalties-7ards 10-83 6-45 
Time of possession 37:02 22:58 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Alabama, Greg McElroy 15-30- 
230-1. Virginia Tech, Tyrod Taylor, 9-20-91-0. 

Rushing: Alabama, Mark Ingram 26-150, 
Greg McElroy 8-28, Roy Upchurch 7-90, Trent 
Richardson 3-10, Terry Grant 2-2, Julio Jones 1 
(4 i Marquis Maze H ). Virginia Tech, Ryan 
Williams 13-71, Ty fetes 10-{-26), Josh 
Oglesby 6-16, Danny Coale 1-5, 

Receiving: Alabama, Julio eri 4-46, Dari- 
us Hanks 3-55, Mark Ingram 3-35, Colin Peek 
3-37, Marquis Maze 2-57. Virginia Tech, Jarrett 
Boykin 3-19, Danny Coale 2-16, Josh Oglesby 
2-14, Ryan Williams 2-42. 


ATLANTA (Sports Network) 
— Mark Ingram rushed for 150 
yards on 26 carries and scored 
two fourth-quarter touch- 
downs to lead No. 5 Alabama 
to a 34-24 victory against No. 
7 Virginia Tech. 

In his first start at Alabama, 
junior quarterback Greg Mc- 
Elroy got off to a shaky start 
but managed to throw for 230 
yards and a touchdown and an 
interception on 15-for-30 
passing. 

Roy Upchurch had seven 
carries for 90 yards and a 
touchdown for the Crimson 
Tide (1-0). The Tide outgained 
the Hokies 498-155 in total 
yards but needed to rally in 
the fourth quarter. 

“We actually played better 
than the score is. We made a 
lot of mistakes,” said Nick Sa- 
ban, beginning his third year 
as Alabama coach. “But we re- 
sponded better to adversity 
than maybe we ever have.” 

In the fourth quarter, Mar- 
quis Maze’s 48-yard reception 
on the first play of the drive 
set up ane 6-yard scoring 
run. McElroy passed to Colin 


Peek for a two-point conversion and a 24-17 Tide 


lead. 


kicko 
field goal by Leigh Tiffin. 


The Hokies stormed back with Dyrell Roberts’ 46- 
yard kickoff return. Ryan Williams had a 32-yard 
touchdown run to cut the lead to 27-24. Williams 
was given the score after a replay showed he stayed 
inbound long mia 4 to stick the ball inside the pylon 

the air face up. 

Alabama responded with a clinching 74-yard drive, 
capped by a serra fo eran 18-yard TD pass. 

“| think in the end, it was our ability in the fourth 
quarter to wear them down alittle bit with our run- 
ners and our offensive line. It gave us an opportunity 
to make a few big plays,” Saban said. 

eee Tech quarterback Tyrod Taylor struggled, 
eting nine of 20 passes for 91 yards. 

With star running back Darren Evans lost for the 


while flying throug 


comp 


season to a knee injury, the Hokies (0-1) leaned on 
71 rushing yards, 42 receiving 


Williams, who ha 
yards and two touchdowns. 


“The way Williams ran the ball kind of gives you 
hope,” Hokies coach Frank Beamer said. “We just 


have to keep working.” 


uote Tech's Davon Morgan fumbled the ensuing 
and the Tide took advantage with a 20-yard 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Top 10 clash: Wideout Julio Jones exults after No. 5 Alabama beat No. 7 Vir- 
ginia Tech to open the season. Jones had four catches for 46 yards. 


Tiffin kicked four field goals for the Tide. After the 
second one, Roberts took the ensuing kickoff at the 2, 
burst through a seam, exploded down the left side- 
line and shook off Marquis Johnson's futile attempt to 
force him out of bounds with a stiff-arm at the 10. It 
was the 121st touchdown scored by the defense or 
special teams in Beamer’s 23 years as head coach. 

Alabama regained the lead in first half but gave it 
right back with a series of sloppy plays that are unlike 
a Saban-coached team. On the kickoff return, Tyrone 
King was penalized 15 yards for dragging down Rob- 
erts by the face mask. Taylor threw three incomple- 
tions, but Johnson was called for pass interference on 
the last one to keep the drive going. 

On the next play, Williams was alone when Taylor 
hit him with a 43-yard pass. Taylor’s errant pitch lost 
14 yards, but it didn't matter when Alabama star line- 
backer Rolando McClain took an unnecessary shot at 
a Virginia Tech player at the goal line. 

McClain drew a personal foul, and an unsports- 
manlike-conduct penalty was tacked on when he 
bumped an official stepping in. Williams scored on a 
1-yard run to put Virginia Tech in front 17-16. 


Contributing: The Associated Press 
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By Marvin Gentry, US Presswire 


Taking to the air: Alabama running back Trent Richardson is hit by Florida International linebacker Chuck Grace in the Tide’s 40-14 win. 


“The focus in games like this is to improve. They took it 
right to us. I don’t think our guys came out with the kind of 
energy and enthusiasm and intensity that we need to set 
the tone, and we allowed them to stay in the game by some 
mistakes that we made.” 


Sept. 12: FIU vs. Alabama 


Alabama 40, Florida Intemational 14 


Quarterback Greg 
McElroy completed 
a school-record 14 
consecutive passes 
before finishing with 
241 passing yards in 
a 40-14 victory 
against Florida 
International. The 
Tide scored 27 unan- 
swered points to put 
the Panthers away. 


Alabama 40, 
Florida International 14 


Fla.International 7 7 0 0 — 14 
Alabama 10106 4 -— 7 
First quarter 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 23 yards 9:02 
Alabama: Greg McElroy 24-yard pass to Mike 
McCoy (Tiffin kick) 3:2 
Fla. International: T.Y. Hilton 96-yard kickoff 
return (Dustin Rivest kick) 3:07 

Second quarter 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin eas 14:55 
Fla. International: Paul McCall 9-yard pass 
to Greg Ellingson (Rivest kick) 10:29 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 2-yard run (Tiffin 


kick) 8:20 

Third quarter 
Alabama: Trent Richardson 9-yard run 
(McElroy pass failed) 3:14 


Fourth J nerterd 

Alabama: Trent Richardson 35-yard run (Tif- 
fin kick) 14:53 
Alabama: Terry Grant 42-yard run (Tiffin 
kick) 8:21 

FIU Ala. 
First downs 13 26 
Total yards 214 516 
Rushes-yards 26-1 42-275 
Passing 213 241 
Comp-att-int 18-38-1 18-24-0 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 8-54 7-65 
Time of possession 28:22 31:38 


Individual statistics 

tory d Florida International, Paul McCall 
16-32-189-0, Wayne Younger 2-6-24-1. Ala- 
bama, Greg McElroy 18-24-241-0. 

Rushing: Florida International, Paul McCall 
11-+{-29), Darriet Perry 9-5, Darrian Mallary 3- 
13, Wayne Younger 2-12, T.Y. Hilton 1-0, Ala- 
bama, Trent Richardson 15-118, Mark Ingram 
10-56, Terry Grant 6-69, Demetrius Goode 4- 
24, Roy Upchurch 4-17, Greg McElroy 2-(-14), 
Julio Jones 1-5. 

Receiving: Greg Ellingson 5-92, TY. Hilton 
5-40, Darriet Perry 3-14, Jason Frierson 2-22, 
Colt Anderson 1-23, Jonathan Faucher 1-6, 
Marquis Rolle 1-16, Alabama, Mike McCoy 5- 
100, Mark Ingram 4-47, Earl Alexander 2-20, 
Trent Richardson 2-23, Preston Dial 1-19, Dari- 
us Hanks 1-11, Julio Jones 1-9, Colin Peek 1-13, 
Brad Smelley 1-(-1), 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (Sports Network) — Alabama 
used a balanced attack to rack up more than 500 
yan of total offense on its way to defeating Florida 
nternational 40-14. 

But it wasn't easy early on for the No. 4 Crimson 
Tide (2-0), who trailed in the second quarter before 
scoring 27 consecutive points to take control, shutting 
out the Panthers in the second half. 

“The focus in games like this is to improve,” Tide 
coach Nick Saban said. “They took it right to us. | 
don't think our guys came out with the kind of ener- 
gy and enthusiasm and intensity that we need to set 
the tone, and we allowed them to stay in the game by 
some mistakes that we made.” 

Alabama's Greg McElroy completed a school-rec- 
ord 14 consecutive passes before finishing 18-for-24 
passing for 241 yards, including a 24-yard touchdown 
to Mike McCoy. 

The previous school mark of 12 consecutive com- 
pletions was shared by John Parker Wilson and An- 
drew Zow. 

“| had no idea until the end of the game,” McElroy 
said, “A big reason was the play-calling and the ability 
of the guys to get open. I can't say it’s really over- 
whelming. I have a lot of confidence in my abilities. 

“Getting the record was nice.” 

Trent Richardson ran for 118 yards and two scores 
on 15 carries to lead the Tide. Terry Grant and Mark 
Ingram each recorded a rushing touchdown, and Mc- 
Coy had five receptions for 100 yards and a score. 

Florida International held a 14-13 lead in the sec- 
ond quarter, but the Crimson Tide responded, out- 
gaining their opponents 516-214. 

The Panthers were held to 1 yard rushing, and Ala- 
bama racked up 275 yards on the ground in the win. 

Paul McCall completed 16 of 32 passes for 189 
yards and a touchdown for FIU (0-1), which had five 
victories last season after going 1-23 over the previ- 
ous two campaigns. 

Greg Ellingson had five catches for 92 yards and a 
touchdown. TY. Hilton returned a kickoff for a score. 

“It's nice to put up points against a defense like 
that,” McCall said. “We hung with them for three 
ke of the game, but that’s not going to do it. You 

on't get too many chances to play the fourth-ranked 
team in the nation and get shots like we got tonight. 

“They are a good team, and they showed why they 
are ranked No. 4 in the country by the way they were 
able to finish tonight.” 

Alabama fot out to a quick 10-0 lead. Lee Tiffin 
capped off the a opening drive with a 23-yard 
field goal, and the Tide took their next drive 80 yards 
in seven plays. 

McElroy found McCoy three times on the drive for 
45 vards, including a 24-yard touchdown reception 
with 3:25 remaining in the period. 


— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


By Butch Dill, AP 


Icing it: Terry Grant runs 42 yards for Alabama's 
final touchdown against Florida International. 


Florida International answered quickly, as Hilton 
returned the ensuing kickoff 96 yards to make it a 
10-7 game, 

Tiffin made a 29-yard field goal to begin the second 
uarter and extend Alabama’s lead to six, but the 
olden Panthers again responded quickly. 

After the kickoff went out of bounds, FIU started at 
its 40-yard line. Facing second- and-17 from their 49, 
the Panthers moved to the Tide’s 36 on a pass-inter- 
ference penalty 

Three plays later, McCall found Hilton for 25 yards 
down to the 6-yard line. After getting pushed back to 
the 9, FIU scored on McCall's touchdown pass to El- 
lingson for a 14-13 lead with 10% minutes until half- 
time. 

The lead was short-lived as Alabama went back in 
front for good 20-14 on Ingram’s 2-yard touchdown 
run to cap a five-play drive. 

Alabama put the game away early in the fourth on 
Richardson's 35-yard rushing touchdown. 
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“Our goal was to dominate for 60 minutes. We 
were able to do that.” 


Alabama had its 
highest-scoring game 
since 2001 and dom- 
inated North Texas in 
a 53-7 victory. The 
Crimson Tide rolled to 
a 30-0 halftime lead 
and gave most of their 
starters arest in the 
second half. 


Alabama 53, 
North Texas 7 


North Texas O' OMPF 10 
Alabama 4 16 «4 «9 
Alab, G Meehy yard (Leigh Tif- 
jabama: Greg McElroy 2-yard run (Leigh Tif- 
fin kick) 7:47 
Alabama: Greg McElroy 34-yard pass to Mar- 
quis Maze (Tiffin kick) 2:52 
Second quarter 
Alabama: Trent Richardson 1-yard run (Tiffin 
kick) 11:56 
Alabama: Greg McElroy 29-yard 6 to 
Mark Ingram (Tiffin kick failed) 3:56 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 35 yards 0:00 
ird quarter 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 5-yard run (Tiffin 
kick) 12:26 
Spee ene Grant 1-yard run (Tiffin kick) 


- 7 
- 83 


North Texas: Nathan Tune 34-yard pass to 
Lance Dunbar ( ery Knott kick) 2:11 

urth quarter 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 20 yards 11:42 
Alabama: Terry Grant 9-yard run (Tiffin kick 
failed) 5:59 


NT Ala. 
First downs 7 28 
Total yards 187 523 
Rushes-yards 26-61 45-260 
Passing 126 263 
Comp-att-int 16-23-0 22-28-0 
Fumbles lost 0 1 
Penalties-yards 3-27 2-15 
Time of possession 29:17 30:43 


Individual statistics 
Passing; North Texas, Nathan Tune 16-23- 
126-0. Alabama, Greg McElroy, 13-15-176-0, 
Star Jackson 9-13-87-0. 
Rushing: North Texas, James Hamilton 7- 
31, Cam Montgomery 7-8, Lance Dunbar 5-5, 
leremi Mathis 4-7, Darius Mead Micah 
josley 1-0, Nathan Tune 1-7. Alabama, Te! 
Grant 19-79, Trent Richardson 11-87, Mark In- 
gram 8-91, Greg McElroy 3-16, Demetrius 
oode 1-14. 
Receiving: North Texas, Darius Carey 5-34, 
pos jackson 4-1, Cam erry -17, 
ance Dunbar 2-40, Michael Outlaw 2-34, Ala- 
bama, Marquis Maze 4-49, Mark Ingram 3-38, 
Mike McCoy 3-38, Terry Grant 2-29, Darius 
Hanks 2-28, Colin Peek 2-26, Brad Smelley 2- 
13, Earl Alexander 1-11, Michael Bowman 1-7, 
Brandon Gibson 1-21, Trent Richardson 1-3. 


— Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy 


Sept. 19: North Texas vs. Alabama 


Alabama 53, North Texas 7 


TUSCALOOSA, 
Ala. (The Associat- 
ed Press) — Ala- 
bama coach Nick 
Saban was waiting 
for his team to 
play solid ball for 
the full 60 min- 
utes, 

Well, 55 min- 
utes and 40 sec- 
onds isn't too bad. 

Quarterback 
Greg McElroy 
fumbled on the 
pies first play, 

ut just about ev- 
erything else 
went well for the 


— 


) 
=. = 
— 8 
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No. 4 Crimson re ——— 
Tide in a 53-7 vic- al 
tory against North . —. 


Texas. 

McElroy went 
13-for-15 for 176 
yards and Terry 
Grant had 19 car- 
ries for 79 yards 
with two scores 
for the Tide (3-0). 
Mark Ingram had 
eight carries for 
91 yards anda 
touchdown. 

“Until today, | 
wondered, ‘Was this team really going to fulfill its full 
potential?’ ” Saban said. “I just wasn’t pleased with 
the lack of consistency we played with in the first 
two games. We played really well at times, and at 
other times we didn't, but I feel like we were much 
more solid today and we made some improvement.” 

Nathan Tune went 16-for-23 passing for 126 yards 
and a touchdown and Lance Dunbar had two catches 
for 40 yards and a score for the Mean Green (1-2). 

The game was the highest-scoring for Alabama 
since a 56-7 win against Texas-El Paso in 2001. 

Star wide panels Jones missed the game 
with a bruised right knee, tailback Roy Upchurch was 
out with a high ankle sprain and the subs got plenty 
of action after Alabama raced to a 30-0 halftime lead. 
With starting quarterback Riley Dodge out with a 
separated non-throwing shoulder, North Texas was 
outgained 523-187. 

“Our goal was to dominate for 60 minutes,” said 
McElroy, a high school teammate of Dodge. “We 
were able to do that.” 

Alabama backup quarterback Star Jackson led a 
field goal drive in the final 2:08 of the first half and 
was 9-for-13 passing for 87 yards, the first pass at- 
tempts of the freshman’s career. 

The only downers for Alabama: the pamne-opening 
fumble by McElroy when he was hit after cocking his 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Swarmed: The Alabama defense leaves North Texas’ Jeremi Mathis no room to run. 


arm and Leigh Tiffin's two missed extra points. 

“Even though the first play wasn’t good, | felt like 
we dominated the line of scrimmage and the game 
for probably the first time in the beginning of a game 
all year,” Saban said. 

North Texas managed 61 yards rushing — most of 
it in the fourth quarter — and got seven carries for 
8 yards from leading rusher Cam Montgomery. 

“We just could not run the ball,” North Texas coach 
Todd Dodge said. “We knew it was going to be tough 
going in to run against that front, and we sure trie 

ut weren't able to get anything going.” 

The absence gees and Upchurch didn’t seem to 
slow down the offense much. 

The Tide converted 10 of 14 third-down plays and 
collected 28 first downs to seven for the Mean Green. 
The assortment of backs routinely sprang free for 
nice gains up the middle. 

Tide return man Javier Arenas had a huge second 
half with punt returns of 36 and 33 yards and a 61- 
yard kick return to set up three scores. 

Alabama had six consecutive scoring drives after 
McElroy’s fumble. The Tide had 11 plays of 10-plus 
yards in the first half. 

“We came out fast, finished strong,” Ingram said. 
“We put two good halves together, and we should be 
proud of that.” 
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By Butch Dill, AP 


Another score: Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy, left, celebrates his 50-yard touchdown pass to receiver Julius Jones in 35-7 win vs. Arkansas. 


“To hold those guys to seven points is really good, and it 
was a team effort. Everybody covered who they were 
supposed to, the front people had some sacks, making the 
quarterback move in the pocket. ... This is one of the most 
difficult offensive systems that we've had to defend.” 


Sept. 26: 


Big plays on offense 
—three of 50-plus 
yards — helped car- 
ry the Tide to a 35-7 
rout of the Razor- 
backs. Quarterback 
Greg McElroy con- 
tinued to pick apart 
the defense, throw- 
ing for 291 yards and 
three touchdowns. 


Alabama 35, 
Arkansas 7 


Arkansas 0070-7 
Alabama 0447 = 35 
Second quarter 

Alabama: Trent Richardson 52-yard run 
( Leigh Tiffin kick) 9:30 
Alabama: Sree EY 50-yard pass to Julio 
Jones (Tiffin kick) 6:55 
Third quarter 

Arkansas: a ll Mallett 18-yard pass to Greg 
Childs (Alex Tejada kick) 10:45 
Alabama: Greg McElroy 80-yard pass to Mar- 

wis Maze (Tiffin kick) 10:25 

labama: Greg McElroy 14-yard pass to 
Mark Ingram (Tiffin kick) 5:53 


Fourth quarter 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 2-yard run (Tiffin 


kick) 13:12 

Ark. Ala. 
Firstdowns sd 18 
Total yards 254 425 
Rushes-yards 26-63 41-134 
Passing 191 291 
Comp-att-int 16-41-1 17-24-0 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 11-98 7-60 
Time of possession 26:24 = 33:36 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Arkansas, Ryan Mallett 12-35-0- 
160, Tyler Wilson 4-6-0-31. Alabama, Greg 
McElroy, 17-24-0-291. 

Rushing: Arkansas, Michael Smith 12-61, 
Ronnie Wingo |r. 4-12, Ryan Mallett 3-(-28), 
Knile Davis 2-6, Broderick Green 2-10, Dennis 
og ad 2-1, Dylan Breeding 1-1. Alabama, 

ark Ingram 17-50, Terry Grant 13-16, Trent 
Richardson 9-65, Greg McElroy 23. 

Receiving: Arkansas, Joe Adams 6-81, Greg 
Childs 4-60, D,f. Williams 2-26, Knile Davis 1- 
minus 1, Broderick Green 1-8, Cobi Hamilton 
1-3, Jarius Wright 1-14. Alabama, Mark Ingram 
3-21, Roy Upchurch 3-30, Julio Jones 2-65, 
Marquis Maze 2-88, Colin Peek 2-19, Trent 
Richardson 2-16, Preston Dial 1-2, Terry Grant 
1-18, Darius Hanks 1-32. 


— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Arkansas vs. Alabama 


Alabama 35, Arkansas 7 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (The 
Associated Press) — Huge 
plays, nifty tricks and 
plenty of passing. 

Greg McElroy and No. 3 
Alabama borrowed a page 
from Arkansas coach Bob- 
by Petrino's playbook — 
and a few from Georgia's, 
too — ina 35-7 romp 
against the Razorbacks. 

The Crimson Tide de- 
fense prevented Ryan 
Mallett and the Razor- 
backs from turning the 
game into another high- 
scoring affair. 

McElroy passed for a 
career-high 291 yards and 
three touchdowns and the 
Tide (4-0, 1-0 Southeast- 
ern Conference) picked on 
the Razorbacks’ belea- 
guered defense with three 
plays of 50-plus yards, in- 
cluding an 80-yarder to Marquis Maze that was one 
of the longest pass plays in school history. 

“We saw that Georgia made explosive plays,” said 
McElroy, referring to the Razorbacks’ 52-41 loss a 
week earlier. “We actually put in a few plays that 
Georgia ran. The deep ball to Maze was a play Geor- 
gia ran. We saw what we could exploit.” 

Alabama also blocked a punt in winning its 18th 
consecutive league opener dating to its 1992 national 
championship season. 

The Crimson Tide's relentless defense hounded 
Mallett and the nation's No. 2 offense. Mallett was 12- 
for-35 for 160 yards for Arkansas (1-2, 0-2) and threw 
his first interception. 

Alabama, meanwhile, coasted to another easy win, 
dominating its last three games by a collective 100 
points. But star linebacker Dont'a Hightower left with 
a knee injury late in the first quarter. 

Arkansas scored on its opening drive of the second 
half to cut the deficit to 14-7 on Mallett’s 18-yard 
touchdown pass to Greg Childs, but the momentum 
was short-lived. 

McElroy hit a streaking Maze down the right side- 
line on the next play to halt that comeback for the 
school’s sixth-longest pes play, and the nation’s 
No. 3 defense didn’t allow any more chances. Mc- 
Elroy was 17 of 24 passing, and Alabama had 425 to- 
tal yards. 

Petrino’s Arkansas offense managed 254 yards af- 
ter coming in averaging 538 a game and scoring 41 


By Butch Dill, AP 


Rolling: Alabama running back Mark Ingram had 50 yards rushing and one TD. 


even in defeat against Georgia, Alabama had eight 
tackles for loss. 

“We were trying to make the quarterback as un- 
comfortable as possible,” Alabama defensive end 
Marcell Dareus said. 

Mallett was also intercepted when a pass bounced 
off his receiver into the hands of Justin Woodall in the 
fourth quarter. 

“They didn’t confuse us, but they brought pres- 
sure,” Mallett said. “They brought some pressures 
that we hadn't seen.” 

Alabama was the one producing the big plays Mal- 
lett and the Razorbacks had been piling up. 

“It hurts when you look up and see the ball is 
thrown over your head and it goes for a touchdown,” 
Arkansas defensive tackle Malcolm Sheppard said. “It 
hits you in your stomach, and the thing is, there is 
nothing you can do about it.” 

Trent Richardson broke a scoreless tie when he 
shed two tacklers behind the line, shook off a couple 
of more, then sprinted down the right sideline for the 
long touchdown midway through the second quarter. 

Then Julio Jones, who sat out against North Texas 
with a bruised right knee, caught his first TD pass in 
12 ne Mark Ingram took the snap out of the 
Wildcat formation and handed it to Terry Grant, who 
eae back to McElroy. Jones was so wide open he 

ad to turn around and wait for the ball. 

“We knew he was going to be very open,” McElroy 
said. “It was a pivotal moment in the game.” 
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By Ed Reinke, AP 


Enveloped in a Tide: Kentucky running back Moncell Allen is tackled by Eryk Anders, bottom, Javier Arenas, left, and Rolando McClain, top. 
Allen had 7 yards rushing in the game, a 38-20 Alabama triumph. 


“Our coaches are going to find the adjustments to be 
successful. We made adjustments at halftime and were 
able to squirt out a few in the second half. It is all about 
being patient and not getting frustrated.” 


— Alabama running back Mark Ingram 


Oct. 3: Alabama vs. Kentucky 


Kentucky kept up 
with Alabama early 


on, but turnovers led 


to the Wildcats’ un- 
raveling in a 38-20 
loss to the Tide. 
Mark Ingram ran for 
a career-high 140 
yards and two 
touchdowns to lead 
Alabama. 


Alabama 38, 
Kentucky 20 


7 417 0 — 38 
607 7— 2 


Alabama 
Kentucky 


First quarter 

Alabama: Mark Ingram 11-yard run (Leigh 
Tiffin kick) 14:03 
Kentucky: FG Lones Seiber 49 yards 6:32 
Kentucky: FG Seiber 49 yards 0:00 

Second quarter 
Alabama: on McElroy 3-yard pass to Colin 
Peek (Tiffin kick) 0:40 
Alabama: Seay Upshaw 45-yard fumble 
return (Tiffin kick) 0:21 


Third quarter 
Alabama: Ingram 32-yard run (Tiffin kick) 


Alabama: FG Tiffin 36 yards 10:18 
Kentucky: Mike Hartline 45-yard pass to 
Randall Cobb (Seiber kick) 9:36 
Alabama: McElroy 7-yard pass to Darius 
Hanks (Tiffin kick) 3:45 


Fo uarter 
perruchy: Alfonso Smith 2-yard run (Seiber 
kick) 12:52 


i. Ala. Ky. 
First downs 18 20 
‘Total yards 352 301 
Rushes-yards 42-204 38-133 
Passing 148 168 
Comp-att-int 15-26-0 17323 
Fumbles lost 0 1 
Penalties-yards 6-47 7-78 
Time of possession 33:24 §©26:30 


Individual statistics 
Passing: Alabama, Greg McElroy 15-26-0- 
148. Kentucky, 17-31-3-168, Randall Cobb 0- 
1-0. 


Rushing: Alabama, Mark Ingram 22-140, 
Trent Richardson 13-24, Greg McElroy 3-5, PJ. 
Fitzgerald 1-17, Kareem Jackson 1-2, Marquis 
Maze 1-3, Roy Upchurch 1-13. Kentucky, Der- 
rick Locke 20-75, Alfonso Smith 5-28, Moncell 
Allen 4-7, Randall Cobb 4-21, Mike Hartline 4- 
(-1), John Conner 1-3. 


Receiving: Alabama, Colin Peek 6-65, Dari- 


us Hanks 2-34, Julio Jones 2-13, Roy Upchurch 
2-0, Earl Alexander 1-21, Mark Ingram 1-6, 
Trent Richardson 1-9. Kentucky, Derrick Locke 
6-63, Moncell Allen 3-12, Randall Cobb 3-57, 
Kyrus Lanxter 3-26, John Conner 1-2, Chris 
Matthews 1-8. 


Alabama 38, Kentucky 20 


By Ed Reinke, AP 


Good day: Alabama’s Mark Ingram piled up a career-high 140 rushing yards and two TDs against Kentucky. 


LEXINGTON, Ky. (The Associated Press) — Alabama 
running back Trent Richardson took the handoff in his 
end zone and instantly found himself surrounded by 
guys wearing Kentucky blue. 

On the Crimson Tide sideline, one thought kept 
running through Mark Ingram’s head: uh-oh. 

“I thought it was a safety, personally,” Ingram said. 

It wasn't. Barely. Officials ruled Richardson man- 
aged to get the nose of the ball out of the end zone. 

The 6 inches turned out to be all of the room the 
Crimson Tide needed. 

Alabama used the reprieve to start a lengthy 
touchdown drive, sparking a five-minute deluge that 
helped the Crimson Tide bury the Wildcats 38-20. 

Ingram ran for a career-high 140 yards and two 
touchdowns and No. 3 Alabama (5-0, 2-0 Southeast- 
ern Conference) matched No. 1 Florida’s pummeling 
of the Wildcats (2-2, 0-2) a week earlier, albeit in 
slightly different fashion. 

he Gators overwhelmed Kentucky with a 31- 
oint first-quarter outburst. The Crimson Tide took 
onger to get going but looked just as dominant over 

the final 35 minutes to make a believer out of Ken- 
tucky coach Rich Brooks. 

“We just played the top two defenses in the coun- 
try,” Brooks said. “Alabama's defense is just as good 
as Florida's. They're a great football team. I expect to 
see them in the SEC championship game.” 

Kentucky did its best to hang tough early. The 
Wildcats trailed 7-6 and had the Tide backed up at 
the Alabama 3 iy through the second quarter. 

Richardson was drilled by Kentucky's Micah John- 


son on first down, and it appeared he didn’t get out of 
the end zone. A safety would have put the Crimson 
Tide behind for the first time all season. 

Richardson did just enough to avoid a major mis- 
take, and Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy made 
sure the second chance didn’t fo to waste. He me- 
thodically led Alabama down the field, eventually hit- 
ting Colin Peek for a 3-yard score to pee the Tide up 
14-6 with 40 seconds left in the half. 

“I think that was the turning point,” Alabama 
coach Nick Saban said. “(It) Hive Greg some confi- 
dence, and he threw the ball effectively on that drive, 
and that’s what we needed to do the whole game.” 

The fun was just starting for the Crimson Tide. 

Kentucky tried to answer right back, and quarter- 
back Mike Hartline dumped the ball off to Derrick 
Locke. The ball was jarred loose and popped into the 
arms of Alabama linebacker Courtney Upshaw, who 
ran 45 yards for a touchdown to make it 21-6 at the 
half. The fumble ruined an otherwise solid day for 
Locke, who had 138 yards of total offense. 

Yet the deficit forced the Wildcats to abandon the 
running game, and Hartline struggled against the na- 
tion's second-ranked defense. He threw an intercep- 
tion on the second play of the third quarter, and Ro- 
lando McClain returned it to the Kentucky 38. The 
Crimson Tide needed two plays to score, as Ingram 
ran 32 yards up the middle to make it 28-6. 

Alabama picked Hartline off again four Plays later, 
leading to a field goal to push the lead to 31-6 and as- 
sure the Crimson Tide of their 35th win in 38 meet- 
ings with the Wildcats. 
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By Rogelio V. Solis, AP 


It’s a reach: Alabama wide receiver Julio Jones, left, caught four passes for 42 yards against Mississippi, though this pass was incomplete. 


“We had a couple of new wrinkles for the game, and I 
think he knew what we were doing. But our defensive 
line was in (Mississippi quarterback Jevan Snead’s) 
face. And that’s tough for any quarterback.” 


— Alabama linebacker Cory Reamer 


Oct. 10: Alabama at Mississippi 


Alabama 22, Mississippi 3 


Alabama's defense 
dominated Missis- 
sippi, forcing quar- 
terback Jevan Snead 
into four intercep- 
tions, in a 22-3 vic- 
tory. Crimson Tide 
running back Mark 
Ingram rushed for 
172 yards and the 
only touchdown. 


Alabama 22, 
Mississippi 3 
Alabama 3113 13h) SF = 22 
Mississippi 0 03 0 - 3 


First td 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 25 yards 2:46 

Second quarter 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 21 yards 5:57 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 22 yards 3:56 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 36-yard run (Tiffin 
kick) 0:55 

Third quarter 
Mississippi: FG Joshua Shene 


25 yards 7:49 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 21 yards 1:14 
Fourth quarter 

Alabama: FG Tiffin 31 yards 10:54 

Ala. Miss. 
First downs 17 12 
Total yards 354 197 
Rushes-yards 41-200 24-57 
Passing 154 140 
Comp-att-int 16-35-0 _11-34-4 
Fumbles lost 1 1 
Penalties-yards 430 4-16 
Time of possession 38:19 = 21:41 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Alabama, Greg McElroy 15-35-0- 
147, PJ. Fitzgerald 1-1-0-7. Mississippi, Jevan 
Snead 11-34-4-140, 

Rushing: Alabama, Mark Ingram 28-172, 
‘Trent Richardson 9-40, Greg McElroy 4-minus 
12. anor ty) Branden Bolden 10-11, Dexter 
McCluster 6-15, Jevan Snead 4-44, Enrique 
Davis 2-7, Cordera Eason 1-(-5). 

Receiving: Alabama, Julio Jones 4-42, Mar- 
quis Maze 4-48, Mark Ingram 3-16, Colin Peek 
3-32, Mark Barron 1-7, Trent Richardson 1-9. 
Mississippi, Brandon Bolden 4-76, Dexter 
McCluster 3-22, Shay Hodge 2-21, Lionel 
Breaux 1-8, Markeith Summers 1-13. 


By Rogelio V. Solis, AP 


One for the Tide: Alabama running back Mark Ingram, fighting off Kendrick Lewis, scored the only TD. 


OXFORD, Miss. (The Associated Press) — Alabama 
is positively old-fashioned. 

Other teams might have ay new spread offenses 
and their pass-first mentality. The Crimson Tide just 
keep getting it done with special teams and defense. 

Alabama picked off four Jevan Snead passes and 
scored twice after special-teams miscues to smother 
Mississippi 22-3. 

“This was the most complete win we’ve had all 
ear, in a difficult situation,” Alabama coach Nick Sa- 
an said. “It's like climbing a mountain. The higher 

you go the more treacherous it gets.” 

The Rebels (3-2, 1-2 Southeastern Conference) 
wasted a strong defensive performance with early of- 
fensive mistakes and never had the kind of consisten- 
cy needed to rattle one of the nation’s top defenses. 

Alabama (6-0, 4-0) couldn’t generate much offense 
but didn’t need it. Mark Ingram rushed for 172 yards 
and the only touchdown, and Leigh Tiffin had five 
field goals, one shy of the school record. 

The defense made it stand up, forcing Snead into 
the four interceptions, which matched a career high. 
The Crimson Tide's Cory Reamer also blocked a punt 
and recovered a fumble on a punt return. 

“We had a couple of new wrinkles for the game, 
and | think (Snead) knew what we were doing,” 
Reamer said. “But our defensive line was in his face. 
And that's tough for any quarterback.” 

Alabama held the Rebels to 19 yards and one first 
down in the first half on the way to a 16-0 lead. 

The Rebels offense was in disarray in the first 30 
minutes, and some of the school-record 62,657 fans 
booed the home team as it ran off the field. Snead 
completed two of 12 passes for 14 yards with two in- 
terceptions, and Alabama held the run-happy Rebels 
to 5 yards on the ground. 


“That was as fine a defensive performance in the 
first half as I've been around,” Saban said. 

It would have been far worse had the Rebels de- 
fense not come up with big play after big play. 

They were especially good after turnovers. The Re- 
bels forced a field goal with a goal-line stand after 
Reamer’s blocked punt gave Alabama the ball at the 
5. But with the Ole Miss offense holding the ball for 
8:57 in the first half, Alabama used 47 plays for 237 
yards to tire out the Rebels. 

That helped Ingram score untouched from 36 
yards on fourth-and-1 with 55 seconds left in the half 
to make it 16-0. 

“The fourth-down play was a special play we 
have,” Saban said. “It was an unbalanced overload. 
We did a great job blocking and sealing. Mark did a 
great job sti 

The Ole Miss defense came up big again late in the 
third quarter after Reamer stripped Dexter McCluster 
on a punt return, giving the Tide the ball at the Rebels 
40. ree picked up another fourth-down conver- 
sion, then carried to the 3 with a 24-yard run. 

The Rebels, however, held the Tide to Tiffin’s fourth 
field goal. 

After Kareem Jackson returned an interception 
deep into Rebels territory in the fourth quarter, Ole 
Miss forced a fumble. The Rebels also knocked two 
passes away from Julio Jones inthe endzone. _ 

“Our defense was outstanding all night,” Ole Miss 
coach Houston Nutt said. “They were Just playing so 
hard. They put us in a position to win.” 

The five turnovers against Alabama were more 
than half of Ole Miss’ season total of nine entering the 
game. 

“It's just too hard a mountain to climb when you 
do that,” Nutt said, 
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Sack attack: Alabama’s Cory Reamer reacts after sacking South Carolina quarterback Stephen Garcia during the Crimson Tide’s 20-6 win. 


By Dave Martin, AP 


EE 
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“Mark did as fine a job today as anybody I’ve 
ever been around, and that includes Ricky 
Williams and Ronnie Brown and some really 
good ones. He was fantastic.” 


When the rest of the 
offense was strug- 
gling, Mark Ingram 
powered the Crim- 
son Tide to a 20-6 
victory. The tailback 
ran for a career-high 
246 yards and the 
game-clinching 
touchdown. 


Alabama 20, 
South Carolina 6 


SouthCarolina 0 6 O 0 — 6 
Alabama 0 3 0 7 — 20 
First quarter 

Alabama: Mark Barron 77-yard interception 
return (Leigh Tiffin kick) 13:58 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 25 yards 2:13 

_ Second quarter 
an Carolina: FG Spencer Lanning 22 yards 


Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 35 yards 0:56 
peak Carolina: FG Spencer Lanning 31 yards 


Fourth quarter : 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 4-yard run (Tiffin 
kick) 4:54 
. S.C. Ala. 
First downs 1: in Ds: 
Total yards 278 356 
Rushes-yards 27-64 38-264 
Passing 214 92 
Comp-att-int 20-46-1 10-20-2 
Fumbles lost = 2 
Penalties-yards 5-60 10-113 
Time of possession 31:43 28:17 


Passing: South Carolina, Stephen Garcia 
es 14. Alabama, Greg McElroy 10-20- 


Rushing: South Carolina, Kenny Miles 15- 
40, Stephen Garcia 9-19, Brian Maddox 2-(-1), 
Moe Brown 1-6. Alabama, Mark Ingram 24- 
246, Trent Richardson 5-13, Roy Upchurch 4- 
27, Greg McElroy 2-1, Marquis Maze 1-(-2). 

Receiving: South Carolina, Jason Barnes 6- 
46, Alshon Jeffery 4-83, Kenny Miles 4-28, 
Weslye Saunders 3-38, Moe Brown 1-8, Pat- 
rick DiMarco 1-8, D.L. Moore 1-3. Alabama, 
Mark Ingram 2-23, Marquis Maze 2-19, Colin 
Peek 2-21, Trent Richardson 2-11, Roy Up- 
church 2-18. 


— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Oct. 17: South Carolina vs. Alabama 


Alabama 20, South Carolina 6 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (The Asso- 
ciated Press) — Alabama put the 
game in Mark Ingram’s hands — 
and he put it away. 

The bulldozing tailback 
churned out a career-high 246 
yards and the game-clinching 
touchdown to power the sec- 
ond-ranked Crimson Tide to a 
20-6 victory against No. 22 
South Carolina when the rest of 
the offense wasn't clicking. 

Ingram’s tackle-breaking, de- 
fender-dragging runs and a pun- 
ishing defense helped the Tide 
(7-0, 4-0 Southeastern Confer- 
ence) overcome four turnovers 
— doubling their season total — 
and 10 penalties. 

“Mark did as fine a job today 
as anybody I’ve ever been 
around, and that includes Ricky 
Williams and Ronnie Brown and 
some really good ones,” Ala- 
bama coach Nick Saban said. 

Steve Spurrier’s Gamecocks 
(5-2, 2-2) had never beaten a 
team ranked higher than No. 3 
and were hoping for their sec- 
ond win vs. a top-five team this 
season and third in 34 tries. 

Ingram didn’t let it happen. 
He was practically a one-man 
show on the decisive drive. He 
took the direct snap for five con- 
secutive runs — including a 24- 
yarder and a 22-yarder — and 


out with 4:54 left. Ingram cov- 
ered all 68 yards on the drive 
and finished with the third-best rushing game in Ala- 
bama history. Shaun Alexander ran for 291 at LSU in 
1996; Bobby Humphrey had 284 at Mississippi State 
a decade earlier. 

“To take the air out of the ball at the end of the 
game the way we did was a great drive,” Saban said. 

Ingram said the Wildcat look caught the Game- 
cocks off Haake His Ee runs helped, too. 

“That drive was probably the best drive we had all 
oes as an offense,” Ingram said. “We struggled a bit 

ut when the time came, we came through in the 
clutch. There were times where | thought about com- 
ing out, but I stayed with it.” 

Ingram's previous career-high was 172 yards set a 
week earlier against Mississippi, which also didn’t 
manage a touchdown against Alabama. He has gained 
568 yards in three games against ranked teams. 

“He’s just as good as anyone in the country,” Tide 
quarterback Greg McElroy said. 


By Dave Martin, AP 


then took a pitch in from 4 yards Jubilation: Alabama's Mark Ingram, left, ran for 246 yards, and Mark Bar- 


ron returned an interception 77 yards for a touchdown. 


“| wouldn’t trade him for anyone.” 

The game’s other touchdown fittingly came from a 
defense that sacked Stephen Garcia five times and 
kept him firing blanks into the end zone at the end of 
promising drives. 

Safety Mark Barron stepped in front of Garcia's first 
pass attempt in the middle of the field and returned it 
77 yards for a touchdown. 

“The pick six really changed the game a lot,” said 
Garcia, who completed four of 18 passes in the first 
half. “I missed a tackle on the play, too, which made it 
even worse.” 

McElroy also was shaky against the nation’s No. 6 
Ls defense. His first pass — and two of his initial 

our — was picked off after he had gone 135 consec- 
utive passes without an interception. He wound up 
completing half of his 20 attempts for 92 yards. In- 
gram made up for it on his 24 rushes and also caught 
two passes for 23 yards. 
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No. 1 with a bullet: Alabama lineman Ter- 
rence Cody gives the No. 1 sign after the 
Crimson Tide edged Tennessee 12-10. Cody 
blocked two field goals, including a 44-yard 
attempt near the end of regulation that 
could have won the game for Tennessee. 


By Dave Martin, AP 


“It’s a difficult loss to deal with. You come into a hostile 
environment and play the No. 1 team in the country, as I said 
before by far the No. 1 team in the country and the 
best-coached team around. You come in here and outgain 
them by (nearly) 100 yards and miss three field goals. I don’t 
believe in moral victories; we should have won that game.” 


— Tennessee coach Lane Kiffin 


Oct. 24: Tennessee at Alabama 


Alabama needed a 
blocked field goal at- 
tempt from nose 
guard Terrence 
Cody to escape with 
a 12-10 victory vs. 
Tennessee. Leigh 


Tiffin booted four 
field goals to provide 
the Tide’s points. 
Alabama 12, Tennessee 10 
Tennessee 03 07- 10 
Alabama 3: 6.0.3. =— 2 


First Peed 
Alabama: FG Pass Tiffin 38 yards 1:22 


rter 
Tennessee: FG Daniel Lincoln 24 yards 11:38 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 50 yards 7:54 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 22 yards 1:11 
Fourth quarter 
Alabama: FG a4 Tiffin 49 yards 6:31 
Tennessee: Jonathan Crompton 1 eh pass 
to Gerald Jones (Daniel Lincoln kick) 1:19 


Tenn. Ala. 
First downs 20 16 
Total yards 341 256 
Rushes-yards 35-76 30-136 
Passing —_ 265 120 
Comp-Att-Int 2137-1 _18-29-0 
Fumbles lost 0 I 
Penalties-yards 8-68 110 
Time of possession 32:18 27:42 


Individual statistics 


Passing: Tennessee, Jonathan Crompton 21- 


36-1-265, Team 0-1-0. Alabama, Greg McElroy 
18-29-0-120. 

Rushing: Tennessee, Montario Hardesty 
18-48, Bryce Brown 11-35, Jonathan Cromp- 
ton 4-(-15), David Oku 1-2, Marsalis Teague 
1-6. Alabama, Mark keen 18-99, Trent Rich- 
ardson 8-18, Greg McElroy 3-22, Roy Up- 
church 1-(-3). 

Receiving: Tennessee, Gerald Jones 772, 
Montario Hardesty 4-66, Denarius Moore 4- 
73, Luke Stocker 3-33, Marsalis Teague 2-17, 
Austin Johnson 1-4. Alabama, Julio Jones 7-54, 
Darius Hanks 3-17, Roy Upchurch 2-6, Preston 
Dial 1-4, Baron Huber 1-4, Marquis Maze 1-19, 
Trent Richardson 1-2, Brad Smelley 1-10, Mi- 
chael Williams 1-4. 


Alabama 12, Tennessee 10 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. 
(The Associated Press) 
— Terrence Cody, Ala- 
bama’s 350-pound 
nose guard, blocked a 
44-yard field goal at- 
tempt on the final play 
— his second block of 
the fourth quarter — 
and the Crimson Tide 
escaped with a 12-10 
victory against rival 
Tennessee. 

He muscled the 
Tide to another win, 
with pure brute force. 

“I didn't really get 
off the ground,” Cody 
said. “I just reached 
my arm up. That’s 
how | got it. 1 knocked 
(the blocker) back. He 
was on his back.” 

Alabama (8-0, 5-0 
Southeastern Confer- 
ence) was about to 
have its bid for per- 
fection knocked down, too. 

Then Cody broke through the line on the last play 
and practically ran into Daniel Lincoln's low kick. Re- 
lieved Alabama fans chanted “Cody!” as the All- 
American ambled toward the locker room. 

Leigh Tiffin booted four field goals — including a 
50-yarder and a 49-yarder — for Alabama's points, 
and the Tide survived Mark Ingram’ first college 
fumble and problems for the nation's top defense. 

“You talk about how fragile a season is,” Tide coach 
Nick Saban said. “You're controlling a game, even 
though you may say it’s winning ugly. We're still 
ahead 12-3 and totally controlling the game with 
3 minutes, 29 seconds and the ball. That's how fragile 
a season can be. You make one mistake, and you have 
to go overcome it. | hope that there's a lot of lessons 
our team can learn from this.” 

The Volunteers (3-4, 1-3) kept alive their hopes for 
coach Lane Kiffin's first eg victory with Eric Berry's 
fumble recovery and Jonathan Crompton’s 11-yard 
touchdown pass to Gerald Jones with 1:19 left. 

Tennessee’s Denarius Moore recovered the ensu- 
ing onside kick at the Volunteers 41 with no timeouts 
remaining. Crompton hit Jones on a 14-yarder before 
Tennessee was pi shed back by a false start. On sec- 
ond down, much-maligned Crompton hit Luke Stock- 
er for a 23-yard gain to get the Vols into position for 
the kick. 

But Cody and the Tide made a big push. 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Off-day: Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy was 18-for-29 for 120 yards. 


“It’s a difficult loss to deal with,” Kiffin said. “You 
come into a hostile environment and play the No. 1 
team in the country, as I said before by far the No. 1 
team in the country and the best-coached team 
around. You come in here and outgain them by (near- 
ly) 100 yards and miss three field goals. 

“I don’t believe in moral victories; we should have 
won that game.” 

Tennessee got new life when Ingram lost the first 
fumble of his career in 322 touches, giving the Vols 
the ball back at the Alabama 43. All-America safety 
Eric Berry jarred the ball loose as Ingram was going 
down and recovered it. 

Alabama was held without an offensive touchdown 
for the first time since the a State game in 
2007. Alabama had nearly made it three games in a 
row without allowing a touchdown. 

The Vols outgained the Tide in yardage 341-256, 
and Crompton outplayed Alabama’s Greg McElroy. 
He was 21-for-36 passing for 265 yards with an early 
interception. 

McElroy’s 18 completions in 29 attempts produced 
120 yards. Ingram gained 99 yards on 18 carries and 
surpassed 1,000 yards on the season. 

After Cody's first block, McElroy passed for a first 
down and ran for one to move the Tide in position for 
Tiffin’s field goal that made it a two-score game. 

Tennessee got close, but Cody was ultimately too 
big to kick over. 
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By Paul Jasienski, US Presswire 


‘by a foot: Leigh Tif- 
~~ fin'kicks 50-yard field goal 
against Tennessee in the sec- 


ond quarter. Tiffin’s four field 
goals provided all of Alabama’s 
Scoring ina 1210 victory. si 
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“Julio (Jones) is an outstanding player, and I 
think probably last week, the Tennessee 
game, is where he looked like his old self in 


terms of having the juice and the burst.” 
— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Nov. 7: Alabama vs. LSU 


LSU had a 15-10 lead 
in the fourth quarter, 
but Alabama’s de- 
fense came through. 
The Tide got a boost 
from sophomore 
wide receiver Julio 
Jones, who scored 
on a 73-yard recep- 
tion in the fourth 
quarter. 


Alabama 24, LSU 15 


07 8 0 — 15 
03 74 —- 24 


Second quarter 
LSU: Jordan Jefferson 12-yard hic to Deange- 
lo Peterson (Josh Fesper kick) 9:12 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 28 yards 5:52 


LSU 
Alabama 


ird quarter 

Alabama: Greg McElroy 21-yard pass to Dari- 

us Hanks (Tiffin kick) 11:40 

LSU: Safety, Greg McElroy called for intention- 

al pouting in the end zone 5:55 

LSU; Steven Ridley a tl run (pass failed) 
Fourth quarter 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 20 yards 12:35 

Alabama: Greg McElroy 73-yard pass to Julio 

Jones (Trent Richardson run) 10:24 

Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 40 yards 3:04 

LSU 


‘. Ala. 
First downs 13 24 
Total yards 253 452 
Rushes-yards 29-95 38-176 
Passing 158 276 
Comp-att-int 14-271 19-34-1 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 8-43 4-20 


Time of possession 27:08 32:52 


Individual statistics 
Passing: LSU, eran erent 10-17-0-114, 
Jarrett Lee 4-10-1-44, Alabama, Greg McElroy 
19-34-1-276. 


Rushing: LSU, Charles Scott 13-84, Jordan 
lefferson 7-33, Steven Ridley 2-8, Trindon Hol- 
iday 1-2, Russell Shepard 3-6, Team 1-0, Jar- 
rett Lee 2-(-12). Alabama, Mark Ingram 22- 
145, T. Richardson 6-27, Greg McElroy 6-23. 

Receiving: LSU, T. Toliver 4-46, Brandon 
LaFell 4-28, Sefse Peterson 2-40, RJ. Jack- 

son 2-26, Russell Shepard 2-18. Alabama, Mar- 
uis Maze 6-88, Mark Ingram 5-30, Julio Jones 
-102, M, Williams 2-25, Darius Hanks 1-21, 
Brad Smelley 1-10. 


Alabama 24, LSU 15 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (The Associated Press) — fulio 
fons left defenders grasping at his heels, and A’ 

ama's clefense was typically immovable. 

ea made the biggest play of what has been a 
relatively quiet sophomore season, breaking free for a 
73-yard touchdown in the fourth quarter, and Ala- 
bama locked down LSU in a 24-15 victory. 

Leigh Tiffin had a 40-yard field goal with 3:04 re- 
maining to seal it for the Tide (9-0, 6-0 Southeastern 
Conference). 

The hard-hitting affair left the Tigers (7-2, 4-2) 
without quarterback Jordan Jefferson ec and 
running back Charles Scott (right shoulder) for most 
of the second half. 

“It was a tough, physical game,” said Alabama 
coach Nick Saban, who beat his former team for the 
second year in a row, “Man, those games are fun to 
bea part of.” eee: 

On Jefferson, LSU coach Les Miles said the quarter- 
back was “trying to get back in the game. We felt like 
it would be best that he sit.” 

The Tigers took a 15-10 lead into the fourth quarter 
but managed only 9 yards in the period. They had 
won four in a row at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

Once again, though, LSU is left taking a backseat to 
its former coach. 

Alabama is 9-0 for a second year in a row, which 
hasn't happened since 1973-74 under Paul “Bear” 
Bryant. 

Greg McElroy completed 19 of 34 passes for 276 
yards with two touchdowns and an interception as 
the Tide aired it out 25 times in the first half against a 
defense that was Bunny extra men near the line. 

The second half was more typical Tide. Mark In- 
gram gained 106 of his 144 rushing yards then. 

Jones had his best game of 2009 with four catches 
for 102 yards, including his second touchdown. 

“We practiced that all week,” he said. “A situation 
like that, | feel like | should just step up and make the 
play. I did what I had to do.” 

And the Tide defense — as it has all season — came 
through. Needing two scores, backup quarterback 
Jarrett Lee and LSU couldn't get to midfield in the fi- 
nal minutes, 

Alabama hadn't left them much time, anyway, 
milking more than six minutes off the clock in setting 
up Tiffin’s final kick, made possible when a running- 
into-the-kicker call led Saban to go for it on fourth- 
and-1 just across midfield. 

oe got the first down after taking a direct snap. 

“That gives everybody confidence,” McElroy said. 
“It’s Coach Saban having faith in us.” 

Tiffin, who became Alabama’s all-time leading 
scorer in the game, also had a 20-yarder early in the 
fourth after a drive that took nearly six minutes. 

LSU had failed on a two-point try late in the third 
quarter trying to push its lead to seven. Trent Rich- 
ardson's two-point run after Jones’ touchdown made 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Welcome to the house: Alabama's Julio Jones (8) 
celebrates after a 73-yard TD reception. 


it a two-score game at the end. 

Alabama gave fans two things they covet: The lead 
and big Plays from jones, who hasn't made as many 
as he did in his big freshman year. He caught a short 
pass from McElroy, juked a defender and sprinted 
down the sideline for a touchdown, 

“Put it in his hands, and you never know what's 
going to pappen, McElroy said. 

Then Richardson made it 21-15 Alabama. 

Alabama forced the short-handed LSU offense into 
a three-and-out, then pushed the ball across mid- 
field. After Patrick Peterson nearly picked off McElroy 
— he was ruled out of bounds — Jones’ catch convert- 
ed a third-and-7 to help move the Tide into field goal 
position. 

“There's not one part of the team that didn’t play 
well,” Saban said. “The offense played extremel 
well. Greg pla ed well. The receivers played well. We 
ran the ball. The offensive line did a fantastic job.” 

Jefferson and Scott were thriving before going to 
the sideline. Scott ran for 83 yards, and his 34-yarder 
was the longest run given up by Alabama this season. 
Jefferson passed for 114 yards and had success run- 
ning the option. 
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Rip-off: Alabama’s 
met taken off b eet State linebacker 
Jamar Chaney, but not before Ingram crossed 


___ the goal line with a 1-yard touchdown ru 
the second quar ddeda 70-yard TD © 


“Three yards and a cloud of dust is pretty much 
the staple of our offense. But we have the ability 


to break it for a big play.” 
— Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy 


Nov. 14: Alabama at Mississippi State 


Alabama 31, Mississippi State 3 


Greg McElroy had 
two long touchdown 
passes — 45 and 48 
yards — to help the 


Tide reach their 10th 
victory. The defense 
had its share of big 
plays, including two 
interceptions by 
Mark Barron. 
Alabama 31, 
Mississippi State 3 
Alabama 043 14 — 31 
Miss. State D. 0.103. —_3 
Second quarter 


Alabama: Greg McElroy 45-yard pass to Dari- 
us Hanks (Leigh Tiffin kick), 12:48 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 1-yard run (Tiffin 
kick), 4:41 

Third quarter 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 39 yards, 11:19 


Fourth quarter 
MSU: FG Derek DePasquale 34 yards, 10:35 
Alabama: McElroy 48-yard pass to Julio Jones 
(Tiffin kick), 10:18 
ies Ingram 70-yard run (Tiffin kick), 


Ala MSU 
First downs 17 i 
Total yards 444 213 
Rushes-yards 252 114 
Passing 192 99 
Comp-att-int 13-18-0 9-203 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 3-25 244 
Time of possession 31:36 4 ©28:24 


Individual statistics 
Passing: Alabama, Greg McElroy 13-18- 
192-0. MSU, Tyson Lee 9-1 7-99-2, Chris Relf 0- 


Rushing: Alabama, Mark Ingram 19-149, 
Trent Richardson 11-47, Greg McElroy 4-30, 
Roy Upchurch 5-19, Marquis Maze 1-7. MSU, 
Anthony Dixon 22-81, Robert Elliott 1-26, 
Chris Relf 6-9, Brandon Heavens 1-5, Team 1- 
minus 1, Tyson Lee 6-(-6). 

Receiving: Alabama, Julio Jones 4-66, Mar- 
quis Maze 4-55, Darius Hanks 3-59, Mark In- 
fa 1-9, Roy Upchurch 1-3. MSU, Anthony 

sth 6-59, Chad Bumphis 2-28, O'Neal Wild- 
er 1-12, 


STARKVILLE, Miss. (The Associated Press) — Greg 
McElroy got tired of hearing all of the critics. So he 
did something about it. 

The quarterback hit three passes of more than 40 
yards, including two for touchdowns, to lead Alabama 
past Mississippi State 31-3. 

McElroy has learned that being the Crimson Tide 
quarterback comes with close scrutiny, but for a 
night at least he won't hear any complaints. 

“Three yards and a cloud of dust is pretty much the 
staple of our offense,” said McElroy, who was 13- 
for-18 for 192 yards and no interceptions. “But we 
have the ability to break it for a big play.” 

That's an ability Tide fans haven't seen as much as 
they would like this season — until this night. 

McElroy had scoring passes of 45 yards to Darius 
Hanks and 48 yards to Julio Jones and Mark Ingram 
art off a 70-yard touchdown run for the Crimson 
Tide (10-0, 7-0 Southeastern Conference). 

This is the 30th time in Alabama's 115 years of 
football it has 10 wins, second to Oklahoma's 31. Ala- 
bama has done it four times this decade. 

McElroy told sports reporters in the week leadin 
up to the game that taking criticism is part of the job. 
Then he went about erasing at least some of the 
doubt about his ability, leading Alabama to a turn- 
over- and penalty-free effort. 

He got the offense rolling in the second quarter 
when he found Hanks wide open near the left side- 
line about 20 yards downfield. Hanks broke a tackle 
about 10 yards from the end zone and scored. 


| 
By Rogelio V. Solis, AP 


Stifled: Eryk Anders, left, and Alabama thumped Anthony Dixon and Mississippi State for their 10th win. 


“One big quick play; you can’t beat it,” Hanks said 
after the longest scoring play of his career. “One play 
and you're out of there.” 

er building a 17-0 lead, Alabama went back to 
quick-strike mode in the fourth quarter with two 
one-play drives. 

First, McElroy found Jones alone around the 15 and 
hit him in stride for his second long scoring pass. 

On the ensuing drive, Ingram found an opening in 
the middle and accelerated untouched through an 
exhausted Bulldogs defense. 

The Play was in sharp contrast to the rest of the 
game for Ingram. Until that run, he had a fairly work- 
manlike performance, including two carries of more 
than 10 yards, and seemed headed for a quiet night. 

Like McElroy, Ingram said he has some critics to 
answer — and that run was quite the retort. 

“Everybody thinks I’m just a power back, but 
I've got speed, too,” said Ingram, who rushed for 
149 yards. “That was big.” 

The defense came up with several big plays, too. 
Mark Barron got his SEC-leading fifth and sixth inter- 
ceptions. Marquis Johnson batted away two potential 
touchdown passes to O'Neal Wilder, forced a field 
goal with another strong play in the end zone, then 
picked off a pass. 

“We had some opportunities to make some big 
plays, but obviously we didn't,” Mississippi State 
coach Dan Mullen said. “We're going to work hard on 
that, and pretty soon we're going to be the ones mak- 
ing the big plays.” 
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Gone: Javier Are- 
nas outruns Chat- 
tanooga’s Buster 
Skrine on a 66- 
yard punt return 
for a touchdown 
in the second 
quarter of Ala- 
bama’s 45-0 rout. 


By Dave Martin, AP 
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“I told the players if we had lost this game today, there would be 
nothing else that would tarnish what you've accomplished more 
than that. You would someday be an NFL player in a Mercedes-Benz 
and roll your window down to talk to a pretty girl and she'd say, ‘You 
lost to Chattanooga when you played at Alabama.’ Nobody would 
ever forget that one.” 


— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Nov. 21: Chattanooga at Alabama 


Alabama jumped to 
a 35-0 halftime lead 
and the defense 
posted its first shut- 
out of the season. 
Javier Arenas set 
the SEC career rec- 
ord with his seventh 
punt return fora 
touchdown. 


Alabama 45, 
Chattanooga 0 


Chattanooga 0000-0 


21:14 3 7 — 45 
First quarter 


Alabama 


Alabama: Trent Richards 2-yard run (Leigh 


Tiffin kick), 5:23 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 25-yard run (Tiffin 
kick), 3:04 
Alabama: Greg McElroy 19-yard pass to Julio 
Jones (Tiffin kick), 0:54 

Second quarter 
Caen va Arenas 66-yard punt return 
(Tiffin kick), 14:42 
ara Ingram 40-yard run (Tiffin kick), 


Third quarter 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 41 yards, 11:43 

Fourth = 
Alabama: Roy Upchurch 21-yard run (Jeremy 
Shelley kick), 4:00 


Chatt. _ Ala. 
First downs 5 26 
Total yards __ 84 422 
Rushes-yards 21-48 56-313 
Passing oS 109 
Comp-att-int 7-273 _10-16-0 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 3-30 5-61 
Time of possession 22:58 37:02 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Chattanooga, BJ. Coleman 7-25- 
36-2, Jare Gault 0-2-0-1, Alabama, Greg McEl- 
roy 6-1 1-80-0, Star Jackson 4-5-29-0. 

Rushing: Chattanooga, Shaun Kermah 6- 
18, J.|. Jackson 6-14, Bo Dyer 3-11, Chris 
Awuah 6-5, Alabama, Mark Ingram 11-102, 
Demetrius Goode 11-70, Roy Upchurch 17-70, 
Trent Richardson 9-60, Greg McElroy 2-8, Star 
Jackson 6-3. 

Weyct 4 Chattanooga, Chris Pitchford 2- 
16, Jare Gault 2-12, Blue Cooper 2-7, Chris 
Awuah 1-1, Alabama, Julio Jones 3-65, Brad 
Smelley 2-18, Mike McCoy 2-11, Colin Peek 
1-8, Brandon Gibson 1-4, Trent Richardson 1-3. 


Alabama 45, Chattanooga 0 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (The As- 
sociated Press) — Alabama 
was still celebrating Mark In- 
gan's second long touch- 

own run when coach Nick 
Saban told his star tailback to 
take the rest of the day off. 

Ingram ran for 102 yards 
and TDs of 25 and 40 yards in 
the first 20 minutes, then hap- 
pily yielded the stage while 
the Crimson Tide breezed to a 
45-0 win against Chattanooga. 

“Just get in, get a good day's 
work, execute and have some 
success. Then let the other 
people get the playing time 
a deserve,” Ingram said. 

es, the Tide (11-0) did 
make it seem that easy. 

Alabama raced to a 35-0 
halftime lead, enabling the 
starters to rest in the second 
half against the Mocs (6-5). 

Javier Arenas set the South- 
eastern Conference career 
record with his seventh punt 
return for a touchdown, 

66 yards down the right side- 
line in the second quarter. He 
also had an interception. 

Julio Jones caught a 44-yard 
pass and scored on a 19-yard 
throw from Greg McElroy. 

It only seemed like a pres- 
sure-free game. Saban warned 
his team of the repercussions 
of an upset. 

“I told the players if we had 
lost this game today there 
would be nothing else that 
would tarnish what you've accomplished more than 
that. You would someday be an NFL player in a Mer- 
cedes-Benz and roll your window down to talk toa 
pretty girl, and she'd say, ‘You lost to Chattanooga 
when you played at Alabama,’ ” Saban said. “Nobody 
would ever forget that one.” 

This was the sixth time the Tide had allowed seven 

oints or fewer this season but the first shutout since 
ast year’s 36-0 win against Auburn. 

“We played a good football team, and I don’t know 
if there was much we could have done to be better 
than this,” said first-year Mocs coach Russ Huesman, 
who led a turnaround after a 1-11 season. 

Ingram managed his sixth 100-yard effort in seven 
games despite carrying the ball 11 times. He broke 
three tackles and had two defenders draped across 
his back at the end of the 25-yard touchdown run in 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Dominant defense: Alabama smothers Chattanooga and Shaun Kerman. 


the first quarter. 

Ingram zigzagged 40 yards for another score five 
minutes into the secon eee on his final carry. 
Then he headed to the sideline, and Saban told him 
he “was pretty much done.” 

“I'm sure we could have left him in nie! and he 
could have had a huge day,” Saban said. “He gained 
100 yards. That's a good day’s work when you come 
out with 10 minutes to go in the second quarter.” 

McElroy was 6-for-11 passing for 80 yards, includ- 
ing the 19-yard touchdown to Jones, before givin 
way to Star Jackson in the second half. Jones caught 
three passes for 65 yards, all in the first half. 

Leigh Tiffin kicked a 41-yard field goal, tying the 
school records for kicks made in a season (25) and 
career (78). 
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By Dave Martin, AP 


Doing the bump: Alabama tight end Colin Peek, right, celebrates his second-quarter touchdown catch against Auburn with teammate Darius 
Hanks. Peek’s 33-yard reception from Greg McElroy tied the score after the Tide had fallen behind in the first quarter 14-0. 


“That may have been one of the greatest drives I 
have ever been associated with in the fourth 
quarter to win the game. I just can’t say enough 


about how proud I am of our team.” 
— Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Nov. 27: Alabama at Auburn 


The Crimson Tide 
rallied twice to sub- 
due their archrival, 
sealing the game 
with a touchdown 
with 1:24 to play. 
Alabama won its 
first 12 games of the 
season for the sec- 
ond year in a row. 


Alabama 26, Auburn 21 


Alabama 0 46 6 — 26 
Auburn 407 0 — 21 


First quarter 
Auburn: Terrell Zachery 67-yard run (Wes 
Byrum kick), 11:40 
Auburn: ous ess 1-yard pass to Eric Smith 


(Byrum kick), 5: 


Second gears 
Alabama: Trent Richardson 2-yard run (Leigh 
Tiffin kick), 13:26 

Alabama: Greg McElroy 33-yard pass to Colin 
Peek (Tiffin kic’ past 


Third quarter 

Auburn: Todd 72-yard pass to Darvin Adams 
evan kick), 11:0 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 27 yards, 5:32 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 31 yards, 0:24 
Alab. M Eire 4 Mites Terry U; 

jabama: McElroy 4-yard pass to Terry Up- 
church (two-point pass failed), 1:24 

Ala. 


Aub, 
Firstdowns _ 17 6 
Total yards 291 332 
Rushes-yards 35-73 32151 
Passing 218 181 
Comp-att-int 2132-0 15-27-1 
Fumbles lost 0 1 
Penalties-yards 4-26 8-68 
Time of possession 33:47 26:13 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Alabama, Greg McElroy 2131- 
218-0, Mark Ingram 0-1-0-0. Auburn, Chris 
Todd 15-25-18 1-1, Kodi Burns 0-1-0-0. 

Rushing: Alabama, Trent Richardson 15-51, 
Mark Ingram 16-30, Greg McElroy 4-(-8). Au- 
burn, Terrell Zachery 1-67, Ben Tate 18-54, 
Onterio McCalebb 5-23, Mario Fannin 1-14, 
Kodi Burns 2-5, Chris Todd 5-{-3). 

Receiving: Alabama, ie pes 9-83, Colin 
Peek 3-53, Trent Richardson 3-31, Mark In- 
gram 3-21, Roy Upstart 2-15, Darius Hanks 
1-15, Auburn, Darvin Adams 4-138, Mario 
Fannin 4-20, Ben Tate 4-17, Emory Blake 1-7, 
Eric Smith 1-1, Terrell Zachery 1-{-2). 


Alabama 26, Aubum 21 


AUBURN, Ala. (The 
Associated Press) — 
Pushed to the limit 
and outplayed for 
most of the game, 

No. 3 Alabama found 
its championship form 
in the nick of time. 

The Tide stayed per- 
fect with an imperfect 
26-21 victory against 
Auburn, taking the 
lead with a tenacious 
drive that was capped 
by Greg McElroy's 
4-yard touchdown 
pass to Roy Upchurch 
with 1:24 remaining. 

The Crimson Tide 
(12-0, 8-0 Southeast- 
ern ee didn’t 
get much help from 
Heisman Trophy candi- 
date Mark Ingram but 
completed a second 
consecutive perfect 
regular season. 

Alabama did it the 
hard way, falling be- 
hind 14-0 in the open- 
ing minutes. 

“The strong do survive, but ee do get their 
(butts) kicked,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 
“That was my message to the team.” 

Auburn (7-5, 3-5) Mees the ball to the Alabama 
37-yard line on the final drive. Chris Todd's final pass 
to the end zone was batted down by Rolando 
McClain. 

Needing one score to go ahead, the Tide called 
time and switched out of a third-down run to throw 
to a senior without a touchdown catch in his career. 

“I was yelling at everybody, ‘Put me in! Put me 
in!’" Upchurch said. “No one was hearing me. I just 
had the feeling that I'd be wide open ... Patience 
pays off, and today I've got a story to tell.” 

The Tide survived a shaky effort by its usually stel- 
lar defense and a subpar game by Ingram. The SEC's 
top rusher had 30 yards on 16 carries and missed 
most of the final drive. Saban said he thought Ingram 
had a bruised hip. 

McElroy and Julio Jones took over without him, 
aided by five runs and a 17-yard catch by freshman 
Trent Richardson on the 15-play, 79-yard drive that 
consumed more than seven minutes. 

McElroy completed his last seven passes for 62 
yards. Jones had four catches on the winning drive, 
three for first downs. 

Until the final minutes, Auburn had supplied most 
of the big plays and its maligned defense largely out- 


By Butch Dill, AP 


Clincher: Justin Woodall and Rolando McClain bat down Auburn's last-play pass. 


played the nation’s top unit. 

The Tigers were beaten 36-0 by the Tide last sea- 
son to end their six-year Iron Bowl winning streak. 

“I'm not disappointed with anybody on our team. 
Nobody,” first-year Auburn coach Gene Chizik said. 

The Tigers stunned the Tide with two touchdowns 
in the first 9:18. Alabama hadn't allowed a touch- 
down in two games. 

Terrell Zachery raced 67 yards for a touchdown on 
an end around on Auburn's opening drive. It was the 
longest play Alabama’s defense had given up all sea- 
son by 15 yards. Then the Tigers recovered an onside 
kick to set up another score. 

Alabama found its footing. Richardson scored on a 
2-yard plunge and McElroy hit tight end Colin Peek 
for a 33-yard TD that tied the score at 14 at the half. 

On the first drive of the second half, Todd pump- 
faked and hit Darvin Adams for a 72-yard touchdown 
to make it 21-14. 

Auburn was left with a 21-20 lead going into the 
fourth. It had a chance to extend that after taking 
over at the Alabama 44 following another defensive 
stand. But the Tide made their best stand of the day, 
tackling Ben Tate for a 7-yard loss and sacking Todd. 

That set the stage for McElroy, who must have won 
over even his most ardent doubters with the poise 
and precision he displayed as the clock wound down. 
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“It’s tough. You know it’s not how you want 
to go out. They were just better than us today, 


offense, defense, special teams.” 
- Florida quarterback Tim Tebow 


Dec. 5: Alabama vs. Florida in Atlanta 


The Tide’s bid for 
their first national 
title since 1992 was 
kept alive by three 
rushing TDs from 
Mark Ingram and 

a defense that limit- 
ed the Gators to 
4-for-11 on third- 
down conversions. 


Alabama 32, Florida 13 


Florida 3000 - 13 
Alabama 9 10 7 6 — 32 
First quarter 
Alabama: FG Leigh Tiffin 48 yards, 10:37 
Alabama: Mark Ingram 8-yard run (kick 

failed), 5:33 
Florida: FG Caleb ued 48 yards, 0:28 
econd quarte: 


Secon r 
Alabama: FG Tiffin 34 yards, 6:03 
Florida: Tim Tebow 23-yard pass to David 


Nelson (Sturgis kick), 4:31 
Alabama: Ingram 2-yard run (Tiffin kick), 


3: 
Florida: FG Sturgis 32 yards, 1:18 


ird quarter 
Alabama: Greg McElroy 17-yard pass to Colin 
Peek (Tiffin kick), 9:53 

Fourth quarter 
oa Ingram 1-yard run (pass failed), 


Fla. Ala. 
First downs 13 26 
Total yards 335 490 
Rushes-yards 14-88 53-251 
Passing 247 239 
Comp-att-int 20-35-1 12-18-0 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 5-51 1-5 


Time of possession 20:23 39:37 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Florida, Tim Tebow 20-35-247-1. 
Alabama, Greg McElroy 12-18-239-0. 

Rushing: Florida, Tim Tebow 10-63, Bran- 
don yi 1-9, Jeffrey Demps 1-9, Chris Rai- 
ney 2-7. Alabama, Mark Ingram 28-113, Trent 
Richardson 11-80, Roy Upchurch 7-57, Greg 

Elroy 4-10, Team 3-minus 9. 

Receiving: Florida, Aaron Hernandez 8-85, 
Riley Cooper 3-77, David Nelson 4-53, Deonte 
Thompson 2-22, Brandon James 1-9, Omarius 
Hines 1-4, Emmanuel Moody 1-(-3). Alabama, 
Marquis Maze 5-97, Mark Ingram 2-76, Colin 
Peek 3-38, Julio Jones 2-28. 


Alabama 32, Florida 13 


By Dave Martin, AP 


At the controls: Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy, who struggled at times during the season, saved his 
best performance for the SEC title game against Florida's top-ranked defense, going 12-for-18 for 239 yards. 


ATLANTA — Mark Ingram and Greg McElroy sliced 
up the fearsome Florida defense, and Tim Tebow fi- 
nally met his match, no matter how hard he tried to 
fire up his teammates. 

With an emphatic 32-13 chomping of the Gators, 
the Crimson Tide again stand atop the Southeastern 
Conference. More important, Alabama is one win 
from an even bigger title — its first national champi- 
onship since 1992. 

Ingram, making a strong bid to claim the school’s 
first Heisman Trophy, rushed for 113 yards and three 
touchdowns. McElroy was 12-for-18 for 239 yards 
and a touchdown to show he's no weak link, and 
No. 2 Alabama rekindled memories of Bear Bryant 
with the convincing victory. 

Alabama (13-0) moves to Pasadena, Calif. for the 
Bowl Championship Series title game. Tebow and the 
Gators (12-1) will settle for the Sugar Bowl, denied a 
shot at their third national title in four years. 

There were a range of emotions of afterward. 

Nick Saban, the no-nonsense, process-oriented 
coach who needed three years to bring Alabama 
back from a miserable era, looked totally out of char- 
acter as he leaped up to bump shoulders with Ingram 
on the sideline. 

Tebow found himself in an unusual position, too: 
sitting on the bench and appearing to wipe away 
tears as the clock ran out. 

Alabama led all the way, establishing its will on the 


first drive and shutting out Florida in the second half. 
Trailing 19-13 at the half, the Gators took the third- 
uarter kickoff and came up a yard short on Tebow's 
third-and-7 pass to Riley Cooper. Florida didn’t know 
it at the time, but it was over. 

Ingram carried three times before McElroy went 
down the right sideline to Marquis Maze for a 28- 
yard pass. A penalty on Jermaine Cunningham — he 
shoved McElroy in the back two steps after the quar- 
terback threw the ball away — set up a perfect throw 
and catch. McElroy rolled to his right, stopped sud- 
denly and lofted the pass in the other direction, the 
ball dropping right over Colin Peek as he extended 
his arms to haul in a 17-yard touchdown. 

Ingram finished it off with his third TD early in the 
fourth, powering over from the 1 to cap an 88-yard 
drive — the Tide’s longest of the season. 

Tebow, who came back for his senior ee in hopes 
of winning another title, was 20-for-35 for 247 yards, 
but his last-gasp pass was picked off in the end zone. 

Alabama made up for its 31-20 loss to Florida in 
last year’s SEC title game, a result that was on the 
players’ minds Pp step of the way. 

“Everything we did all year long was to beat them, 
to be better than them,” Ingram said. 

The Tide held the ball for nearly 40 minutes and 
piled up 490 yards against a defense that was ranked 
No. 1 in the country, allowing less than 10 points and 
about 233 yards a game. 
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WEEK 1: Sept. 5 


While top-ranked Florida and Texas take 
their openers by a combined score of 121-23, 
the big winners are conferences without 
automatic spots in the major Bowl Champi- 
onship Series bowl games. 

No. 16 Boise State of the Western Athletic 
Conference beats 14th-ranked Oregon 19-8, a 
victory punctuated when Beavers running 
back LeGarrette Blount is suspended for the 
season after punching the Broncos’ Byron 
Hout after the game. No. 24 Brigham Young of 
the Mountain West follows with a 14-13 up- 
set of third-ranked Oklahoma, a game in 
which Sooners quarterback and 2008 Heis- 
man Trophy winner Sam Bradford goes out 
with a sprained shoulder just before halftime. 

No. 18 Utah of the Mountain West extends 
the nation's longest winning streak to 15 


USA TODAY's Andy 
Gardiner takes a week- 
by-week look back 

at the 2009 season: 


games with a 35-17 win against Utah State. 

Fifth-ranked Alabama surges past No. 7 Vir- 
ginia Tech in the fourth quarter for a 34-24 
win. No. 6 Ohio State’s interception return of 
a two-point conversion holds off Navy 31-27, 
and 11th-ranked Oklahoma State takes a 24- 
10 win against No. 13. Georgia. 

The Atlantic Coast Conference goes 4-6 vs. 
non-league competition, including losses by 
Virginia and Duke to Football Championship 
Subdivision William and Mary and Richmond, 
respectively. 


By Darrin Oswald, AP 


Punch up the replay: Boise State fans watch video of Oregon's LeGarrette Blount punching Byron Hout after the Broncos’ 19-8 win Sept. 3. 


Week-to-week, the strong survive 


> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 22 
> No. 1: Florida 


WEEK 2: Sept. 12 


Asnoozer weekend sees Southern Califor- 
nia slip past Ohio State in the only game be- 
tween ranked teams, while Oklahoma State's 
rising star turns into a plummeting meteor. 

The third-ranked Trojans win the “Collision 
in Columbus” against the No. 7 Buckeyes 18- 
15 by driving 86 yards in the final seven min- 
utes to win on Stafon Johnson's 2-yard plunge 
with 65 seconds remaining. 

After climbing into the top five for the first 
time since 1985 after a season-opening vic- 
tory against Georgia, No. 6 Oklahoma State 
sees its defense disappear in a 45-35 home 
loss to Houston, the Cougars’ first victory 
against an opponent that highly ranked in 25 
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By Derick E. Hingle, US Presswire 


High Tide: Robby Green (23) celebrates with Mark Ingram during Alabama’s 24-15 win vs. LSU. Ingram ran for 144 yards in the Nov. 7 game. 


years. Michigan wins the battle of embattled 
programs by rallying past No. 20 Notre Dame 
38-34 at the Big House on Tate Forcier’s _ 
touchdown pass with 11 seconds remaining. 
Boise State (11th), Brigham Young (12th), 
TCU (16th) and Utah (17th) win to continue 
the early-season surge of programs outside 
the Big Six BCS conferences. Central Michigan 
strikes a blow for the Mid-American Confer- 
ence by upsetting Michigan State 29-27 in 
Lansing as quarterback Dan LeFevour throws 
for 328 yards and three touchdowns to be- 
come the MAC's career leader in total offense. 
> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 20 
> No. 1: Florida 


WEEK 3: Sept 19 


Florida holds serve and USC reverts to form 
in a week in which the Mountain West's 
hopes of cracking the BCS bowl circle take a 
serious hit. 

The top-ranked Gators sputter a bit in an 
underwhelming 23-13 victory against Tennes- 
see but still become the first unanimous No. 1 
pick in the coaches’ poll since 2006. The 
third-ranked Trojans again follow a win 
against Ohio State by losing on the road in the 
Pacific-1 0 Conference, falling to Washington 
16-13 and losing to an unranked opponent for 
the fourth consecutive season. 

Oregon ends the nation’s jones winnin: 
streak when it beats No. 16 Utah 31-24, an 


Florida State knocks ninth-ranked Brigham 
Young out of the top 25 with a 54-28 beat- 
down in Provo, helped by five Cougars turn- 
overs. No. 15 TCU becomes the conference’s 
lead dog by beating Texas State 56-21, and 
10th-ranked Boise State of the WAC outlasts 
Fresno State 51-34. 

No. 14 Virginia Tech runs its non-confer- 
ence home winning streak to 32 games and 
extends 18th-ranked Nebraska’s losing string 
against ranked opponents to 10 by escaping 
with a 16-15, last-second win in Blacksburg 
made possible by an 81-yard bomb from 
quarterback Tyrod Taylor. 

No. 22 Miami wins back-to-back games 
against ranked teams for the first time since 
2003 when it upends No. 13 Georgia Tech 33- 
? 7 behind three touchdown passes by Jacory 

arris. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 16 

> No. 1: Florida 


WEEK 4: Sept. 26 


Virginia Tech slows the Miami express in 
the only matchup of ranked teams, while 
Penn State, Mississippi and California find life 
in bg top 10 upsetting as the first month 
ends. 

The 12th-ranked Hokies show the road to 
the ACC title still runs through Blacksburg by 
throttling the No. 13 Hurricanes 31-7 behin 
150 rushing yards and two touchdowns from 


Ryan Williams. Fourth-ranked Penn State 
stumbles for the second consecutive season 
against Iowa, falling 21-10 in Happy Valley. The 
win vaults the previously unranked Hawkeyes 
(4-0) to 17th in the coaches’ poll. 

Fifth-ranked Mississippi is stymied 16-10 at 
South Carolina. Jahvid Best, California's Heis- 
man hopeful, is held to 55 yards as the Bears 
are routed 42-3 at Oregon. No. 8 Boise State, 
which beat the Ducks to open the season, 
benefits from this win and its 49-14 victory at 
Bowling Green to climb to fifth in the coaches’ 
poll, the highest ranking in school history. 

Georgia Tech knocks off No. 18 North Caro- 
lina 24-7, and South Florida stuns No. 25 Flor- 
ida State 17-7 in their first meeting as redshirt 
freshman and Tallahassee native B.}. Daniels 
runs for 126 yards and throws two touch- 
down pees in his first start for injured quar- 
terback Matt Grothe. 

TCU keeps its BCS bowl hopes alive by win- 
ning on the road in the ACC for the second 
time this season, edging Clemson 14-10. 
Houston jumps to 15th, its highest ranking 
since 1991, by edging Texas Tech 29-28, as 
Case Keenum’s 4-yard run with 49 seconds 
remaining capped a 95-yard drive. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 12 

> No. 1: Florida 


WEEK 5: Oct. 3 
With big dogs Florida and Texas leading five 
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By Kevin C. Cox, Getty Images 


Gang tackle: Four defenders take down Tim Tebow on Oct. 10, but No. 1 Florida took down then-No. 4 LSU for a 13-3 win in Baton Rouge. 


top 25 schools sitting idle, the weekly blowup 
of top 10 teams finally slows down. Eighth- 
ranked Oklahoma’s 21-20 loss at No. 21 Mi- 
ami is the onl winger 

Fourth-ranked LSU sets up its Week 6 
game with Florida in Baton lay 8 by beating 
No. 14 Georgia 20-13 in Athens for the first 
time since 1987. Charles Scott's 33-yard run 
erases a 13-12 deficit with 46 seconds re- 
maining. 

Seventh-ranked USC ends No. 19 Califor- 
nia’s Pac-10 title chances and running back 
Jahvid Best’s Heisman Trophy hopes by throt- 
tling the Bears 30-3 and holding Best to 47 
yards on 14 carries. 

Miami rebounds from its Virginia Tech loss 
by scoring 21 consecutive points after falling 
behind Oklahoma 10-0. Harris overcomes 
two early interceptions to throw for three 
TDs. The Sooners play without Bradford. 

South Florida, Auburn and Wisconsin win 
to each improve to 5-0, teas enough to final- 
ly crack the top 25. Conference USA takes a hit 
when No. 15 Houston loses a 58-41 shootout 
at Texas-El Paso despite 536 passing yards 
and five touchdown passes from Keenum. 

Michigan State gives ue the tying touch- 
down with two seconds left but beats Michi- 

‘an 26-20 in overtime, the Spartans’ first 
ack-to-back wins against the Wolverines 
since 1967 when Duffy Daugherty was coach. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 13 

> No. 1: Florida 


By Streeter Lecka, Getty Images 


Orange rush: Running back C.J. Spiller was ACC player of the 
year and led Clemson to its first berth in the league title game. 


WEEK 6: Oct. 10 


Two injured quarterbacks make successful 
returns, Alabama continues to impress and 
four unbeaten teams falter. 

Quarterback Tim Tebow returns after suf- 
fering a concussion against Kentucky two 
weeks earlier to lead Florida to a 13-3 win at 
fourth-ranked LSU, ending the Tigers’ 32- 


game Saturday night win- 
ning streak. Tebow follows a 
conservative game plan and 
completes 11 of 16 passes 
for 134 yards and a touch- 
down. 

Oklahoma's Bradford re- 
turns after going out with 
an injured s oulder to 
throw for 389 yards and a 
touchdown as the No. 21 
Sooners rip Baylor 33-7 to 
set up their showdown with 
second-ranked Texas, a 38- 
14 winner against Colorado. 

No. 3 Alabama stifles 
16th-ranked Mississippi in 
Oxford, winning 22-3 by 
forcing five turnovers and 
holding the Rebels to a first 
down in the opening half. 

Arkansas ends 19th- 
ranked Auburn's unbeaten 
season with a 44-23 victory, while No. 22 Ne- 
braska rallies from a 12-0 fourth-quarter def- 
icit to upend previously undefeated Missouri 
27-12. Eighth-ranked Ohio State hands Wis- 
consin its first loss 31-13, and No. 14 lowa 
moves to 6-0 by holding off Michigan 30-28. 
No. 15 Kansas improves to 5-0 by outlasting 
lowa State 41-36. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 9 

> No. 1: Florida 
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WEEK 7: Oct. 17 


Florida and Texas survive scares, Alabama 
continues to roll and Virginia Tech falls out of 
the national championship picture as the sea- 
son reaches its midpoint. 

The top-ranked Gators need a 69-yard 
drive to turn back Arkansas 23-20 in Gaines- 
ville on Caleb Sturgis’ 27-yard field goal with 
nine seconds remaining. The third-ranked 
Longhorns outlast No. 18 Oklahoma 16-13, 
beating the Sooners for the fourth time in five 

ears. Oklahoma loses Bradford again when 
he reinjures his right shoulder in the first 
quarter, the same injury that cost him a 
month earlier in the season. 

No, 2 Alabama uses 246 rushing yards from 
Mark Ingram to roll past 22nd-ranked South 
Carolina 20-6, Fourth-ranked Virginia Tech 
loses in Atlanta for the second time this year, 
piving up 272 rushing yards in the second 

half in a 28-23 loss to No. 20 Georgia Tech. 
That leaves the Hokies, Yellow Jackets and 
Miami with one loss apiece in the ACC's 
Coastal Division. 

Twelfth-ranked Iowa emerges as the front- 
runner in the Big Ten by winning 20-10 at 
Wisconsin, while No. 7 Ohio State loses at 
Purdue 26-18. Sixth-ranked Boise State and 
No. 8 TCU remain unbeaten to keep their BCS 
bowl hopes alive. Ninth-ranked Cincinnati 
throttles No. 21 South Florida 34-17 to take 
charge in the Big East, and 15th-ranked Kan- 


sas loses for the first time in a 34-30 defeat at 
Colorado. 

Fifth-ranked USC runs its winning streak 
against No. 25 Notre Dame to eight games 
with a 34-27 win in South Bend, Ind. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 7 

> No. 1: Florida 

> First BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Ala- 
bama; 3. Texas; 4. Boise State; 5. Cincinnati. 


WEEK 8: Oct. 24 


Alabama survives by the narrowest of mar- 
gins, lowa continues its record-setting season 
and Cincinnati and TCU strengthen their résu- 
més as the number of legitimate national 
championship contenders expands. 

The No. 2 Crimson Tide turn back Tennes- 
see 12-10 in Tuscaloosa, winning when Ter- 
rence Cody blocks a 44-yard field goal at- 
tempt as time expires, his second block of the 

uarter. The Vols also missed a third field goal 
that would have delivered the winning points. 

Eighth-ranked Iowa, which had won its 
opening game vs. Northern lowa by blocking 
a field goal on the final play, improves to 8-0 
for the first time in school history by winning 
at Michigan State 15-13 on Ricky Stanzi’s 
touchdown pass as time expires. 

No. 6 Cincinnati plays without injured 
iva gy Tony Pike but blitzes Louisville 

1-10 behind backup Zach Collaros. Seventh- 


By Ronald Martinez, Getty Images 


Flying Frog: Ryan Christian outraces Utah defenders to the end zone to score on a 16-yard catch during TCU's 55-28 blowout Nov. 14. 


ranked TCU routs rik at Young 38-7 in Pro- 
vo behind three touchdown passes from An- 
dy Dalton. 

Top-ranked Florida extends its winning 
streak to 17 games with a 29-19 victory at 
Mississippi State. No. 9 Miami sees its ACC ti- 
tle hopes evaporate in a 40-37 overtime loss 
at home to Clemson. 

Among the one-loss teams who keep their 
championship chances alive are No. 4 USC (a 
42-36 winner against Oregon State), 10th- 
ranked LSU (a 31-10 winner vs. Auburn) and 
No. 11 Penn State (a 35-10 winner at Michi- 
gan for the first time since 1996). 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 7 

> No. 1: Florida 

> BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Alabama; 3. 
Texas; 4. Boise State; 5. Southern California. 


WEEK 9: Oct. 31 


Florida continues to roll, USC fades from 
the national championship picture and a trio 
of lesser lights keep dreams alive on a not-so- 
scary Halloween Saturday. 

Tebow runs for two touchdowns and 
passes for two as the No. 1 Gators drub Geor- 
gia 41-17 in pas to sew up the South- 
eastern Conference's East Division. Second- 
ranked Alabama takes the week off and stays 
on course for a showdown with Florida in the 
SEC title game. 


46 = @ @ & ALABAMA VS. TEXAS 


No. 4 USC suffers its worst loss in 12 years 
when 12th-ranked ee drills the LA 
47-20 in Eugene behind 386 total yards from 
quarterback Jeremiah Masoli. The Ducks take 
a commanding lead in the Pac-10. 

Stanzi throws five interceptions, but 
eighth-ranked Iowa remains unbeaten by 
scoring 28 points in the fourth quarter for a 
42-24 win against Indiana. 

No. 5 Boise State beats San Jose State 45-7, 
sixth-ranked TCU blanks UNLV 41-0 and No. 7 
Cincinnati cruises past Syracuse 28-7 as Colla- 
ros fills in for injured Pike and throws four 
touchdown passes. 

The poll is roiled when North Carolina up- 
sets No. 14 Virginia Tech 20-17, South Florida 
tops No. 20 West Virginia 30-19, Tennessee 
topples No. 21 South Carolina 31-13 and Au- 
burn beats No. 22 Mississippi 33-20. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 7 

> No. 1: Florida 

> BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Texas; 3. 
Alabama; 4. lowa; 5. Cincinnati. 


WEEK 10: Nov. 7 


Alabama wins a showdown, the have-nots 
keep dreams alive, a handful of would-be 
contenders are sent to the sidelines and there 
are six undefeated teams, the most after 10 
weeks since the BCS began in 1998. 

While top-ranked Florida and No. 2 Texas 
advance with comfortable wins against Van- 
derbilt and Central Florida, respectively, the 


third-ranked Crimson Tide score the final 14 

oints to turn back No. 9 LSU 24-15 in Tusca- 
oosa, clinching the SEC’s West Division and 
earning a date with Florida in the title game. 
Ingram runs for 144 yards. 

TCU holds fast at No. 4 with a 55-12 
thumping of San Diego, and fifth-ranked Boise 
State and No. 7 Cincinnati both move to 9-0 
by holding on for wins against Louisiana Tech 
and Connecticut, respectively. 

The upheaval comes near the top of the 
poll. Stanford takes eighth-ranked Oregon out 
of the BCS race with a 51-42 win behind a 
school-record 223 rushing yards from Toby 
Gerhart. lowa’s Stanzi is knocked out of the 
fa in the first quarter as the previously un- 

eaten and sixth-ranked Hawkeyes lose to 
Northwestern 17-10. 

No. 12 Ohio State gains the inside track to 
the Big Ten title by stifling 10th-ranked Penn 
State 24-7 in Happy Valley, holding the Nittany 
Lions to 201 total yards. No. 21 Notre Dame 
loses a shot at a BCS bowl by losing at home 
to Navy 23-21 as quarterback Jimmy Clausen 
fumbles on the Navy 1-yard line and is inter- 
cepted at the 5. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 6 

> No. 1: Florida 

> BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Texas; 3. 
Alabama; 4. TCU; 5. Cincinnati. 


WEEK 11: Nov. 14 


TCU continues to make its case for BCS con- 


By Marcio Jose Sanchez, AP 


All for naught: Stanford running back Toby Gerhart scores on a 61-yard run against California on Nov. 21, one of his four TDs in a 34-28 loss. 


sideration and Ohio State earns a Rose Bowl 

berth for the first time in 13 years as the top 
teams continue to march toward postseason 
showdowns. 

The fourth-ranked Horned Frogs clear their 
toughest hurdle between them and an un- 
beaten season by pounding No. 14 Utah 55- 
28 to run their winning streak to 12 games. 
Six TCU players score in front of a record 
home crowd of 50,307. 

None of the top nine teams loses, although 
No. 1 Florida sputters a bit before beating for- 
mer coach Steve Spurrier in a 24-14 win 
reas South Carolina that gives the Gators 
their first unbeaten SEC season. 

Eighth-ranked Ohio States needs an over- 
time field goal from former pro soccer player 
Devin Barclay to beat No. 13 lowa 27-24, 
earning a Rose Bowl berth for the first time 
since 1997. The upsets begin at No. 10, where 
USC is routed 55-21 at home by unranked 
Stanford. Toby Gerhart runs for 178 yards and 
three touchdowns as the Cardinal score more 
points than anyone else in history against the 
Trojans and end USC's seven-year reign as 
Pac-10 champion. 

Clemson running back CJ. Spiller becomes 
the first Tiger to score touchdowns running, 
passing and receiving in the same game ina 
43-23 win against North Carolina State. 


> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 6 

> No. 1: Florida 

> BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Texas; 3. 
Alabama; 4. TCU; 5. Cincinnati. 


Cupcake Week comes and goes with Flori- 
da, Alabama, Texas and TCU winning by an 
average score of 51-8. Oklahoma State stays 
alive, Clemson and Nebraska win divisional 
crowns and the Pac-10 title becomes an all- 
Oregon affair for the first time in history. 

No. 13 Oklahoma State needs third-string 
uarterback Brandon Weeden's two touch- 
own passes in the fourth quarter to hold off 

Colorado 31-28 and stay in the hunt for a BCS 
bid, and 19th-ranked Clemson clinches the 
Atlantic Division and its first berth in the ACC 
title game by beating Virginia 34-21. No. 25 
Nebraska sews up the Big 12’s North by beat- 
ing Kansas State 17-3. 

Stanford's two-week run of upsets ends 
against archrival California as the Cardinal go 
down 34-28 despite Toby Gerhart's four 
touchdowns. That leaves the Pac-10 crown to 
the winner of the Civil War, the annual show- 
down between Oregon and Oregon State. 

The 1 1th-ranked Ducks need overtime to 
subdue Arizona 44-41, winning on Jeremiah 
Masoli's 1-yard scoring run. The No. 20 Bea- 
vers throttle Washington State 42-10. 

The coaching hot seat remains on fire for 
Notre Dame’s Charlie Weis (a 33-30 overtime 
loser to Connecticut), Kansas’ Mark Mangino 
(six-game losing streak) and Ralph Friedgen at 
Maryland (one defeat away from the first 10- 
loss season in school history). 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 6 

> No. 1: Florida 
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> BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Texas; 3. 
Alabama; 4. TCU; 5. Cincinnati. 


WEEK 13: Nov. 28 


Tim Tebow delivers a triumphant farewell 
at The Swamp, running for two touchdowns 
and passing for three as Florida tramples Flor- 
ida State 37-10 to reach the SEC title game 
with a 12-0 record. 

No. 3 Alabama's 26-21 win against Auburn 
in the Iron Bowl sends the Tide to the SEC 
showdown with an identical record. 

Second-ranked Texas stays unbeaten with a 
49-39 win at Texas A&M, while No. 4 TCU of 
the Mountain West joins it after a 51-10 rout 
of New Mexico. 

Sixth-ranked Boise State posts a 44-33 vic- 
tory against Nevada to sew up the WAC 
championshiop. No. 5 Cincinnati throttles IIli- 
nois 49-36 as Pike returns from an injury to 
throw six touchdown passes. The Bearcats 
can reach 12-0 with a win in their final game 
at Pittsburgh. 

The biggest loser is No. 11 Oklahoma State, 
which is buried by Oklahoma 27-0 and will 
miss a BCS game. 

The SEC raps the ACC, as No. 7 Georgia Tech 
and 15th-ranked Clemson, who will play for 
the ACC title, lose to Georgia and South Caro- 
lina, respectively. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 6 

> No. 1: Florida 

> BCS rankings: 1. Florida; 2. Texas; 3. 
Alabama; 4. TCU; 5. Cincinnati. 
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By Erich Schlegel, AP 


Touching 
moment: 
Colt McCoy 
greets fans af- 
\ ter Texas rout- 
‘ ed Kansas 51- 
20 on Nov. 21. 


WEEK 14: Dec. 5 


The day begins with one of the most excit- 
ing games of the season. Cincinnati, down 21 
points, rallies behind quarterback Tony Pike to 
score the winning touchdown in the final 
minute and defeats Pittsburgh 45-44. The 
game comes down to a Pitt missed extra 
point on its final score, giving the Bearcats 
their opening on a snowy afternoon. 

Meanwhile in Los Angeles, Southern Cali- 
fornia loses its second home game of the sea- 
son, giving up a touchdown with 3:14 left ina 
21-17 defeat at the hands of Arizona. The Tro- 
jans finish 8-4, their second-worst record un- 
der Pete Carroll (6-6 in 2001). 

The day’s stunner is in Atlanta as Alabama 
overwhelms No. 1 Florida 32-13 for the SEC ti- 
tle and spot in the BCS title game. In Tampa, 
Georgia Tech rallies in the fourth quarter for a 
touchdown with 1:20 remaining to win the 
ACC title 39-34 against Clemson. The day's 
biggest drama — and arguably the season’s — 
comes in Dallas. As Nebraska rushes the field 
for what it thinks is an upset for the ages, 
game officials put a second back on the clock 
after reviewing a pass out of bounds by Texas 
quarterback Colt McCoy. That allows Hunter 
Lawrence to kick a 46-yard field goal as time 
expires to send Texas to meet Alabama in Pas- 
adena, Calif, with a 13-12 win. 

> Unbeaten teams in coaches’ poll: 5 

> No. 1: Alabama 

> BCS rankings: 1. Alabama; 2. Texas; 3. 
Cincinnati; 4. TCU; 5. Florida 
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“There’s no doubt in my mind that Texas is the No. 1 team in the 
country. They’re a great football team, have great talent. And of course 
with Colt McCoy running the show out there, he’s an excellent 
quarterback. It seems like he’s slippery, gets out of trouble and makes 
things happen.” 


— Louisiana-Monroe coach Charlie Weatherbie 


Sept. 5: Texas vs. Louisiana-Monroe 


A season full of high 
expectations opened 
with strong perfor- 
mances from OB Colt 
McCoy and WR Jor- 
dan Shipley. Fresh- 
man D.J. Monroe add- 
ed to the excitement 
with a strong debut: 
64 yards rushing and 
an 89-yard kickoff re- 
turn for a score. 


Texas 59, 

Louisiana-Monroe 20 

La-Monroe 3 7 0 10 — 20 
14 24 7 14 — 59 

First quarter 

Texas: Cody Johnson 1-yard run (Hunter Law- 

rence kick), 12:56 

a Johnson 1-yard run (Lawrence kick), 

53 


La.-Monroe 
Texas 


ULM: FG Radi Jabour 24 yards, 4:23 

Second quarter : 
Texas: Johnson 1-yard run (Lawrence kick), 
11:0: 


ULM: Trey Revell 75-yard pass to Luther Am- 
brose (Jabour kick), 10:05 
Texas: D,|. Monroe 89-yard kickoff return 
(Lawrence kick), 9:54 
Texas: Colt McCoy Shire lag to Jordan 
Shipley (Lawrence kick), 2:24 
Texas: FG Lawrence 32 yards, 0:00 

Third quarter 
Texas: McCoy 14-yard pass to John Chiles 
(Lawrence kick), 11:51 

Fourth quarter 
Texas: Vondrell McGee 4-yard run (Ryan Bai- 
ley kick), 14:56 
ULM: FG Jabour 21 yards, 11:28 
Texas: Garrett Gilbert 12-yard run (Bailey 
kick), 7:16 
ULM: Frank Goodin 13-yard run (Jabour kick), 
2:55 


ULM __ Texas 
First downs 17 33 
Total yards 298 562 
Rushes-yards 35-101 49-199 
Passing 197 363 
Comp-att-int 14-30-1 25-35-1 
Fumbles lost 2 2 
Penalties-yards 9-80 7-68 
Time of possession 29:04 30:56 


Individual statistics 
Passing: ULM, Trey Revell 14-30-197-1. Tex- 
as, Colt McCoy 21-29-317-1, Garrett Gilbert 4- 
546- 


5-46-0. 

—- ULM, Frank Goodin 15-60, Gary 
Frazier 5-9, Rodney Lovett 4-18, Darrell 
McNeal 4-2, Trey Revell 4-1, Luther Ambrose 
2-25. Texas, Vondrell McGee 15-70, Cody 
Johnson 11-27, D.|. Monroe 9-64, Colt McCoy 
7-{-3), Tre’ Newton 4-28, Jamison Berryhill 1- 
(-3), Garrett Gilbert 1-12, Sherrod Harris 1-4. 

Receiving: ULM, Alvin Jordan Jr. 3-48, La- 
Gregory Sapp 3-27, Luther Ambrose 2-77, 
Frank Goodin 2-8, Brent Leonard 1-6, J.]. Mc- 
Coy 1-7, Darrell McNeal 1-13, Tim Taylor 1-11. 
Texas, Jordan Shipley 8-180, Dan Buckner 5- 
62, John Chiles 3-35, Marquise Goodwin 3-39, 
James Kirkendoll 2-19, Vondrell McGee 2-5, 
Philip Payne 1-7, Malcolm Williams 1-16. 


Texas 59, Louisiana-Monroe 20 


By Eric Gay, AP 


One times three: Texas’ Cody Johnson scores one of his three first-half touchdowns, all on 1-yard runs, 
against Louisiana-Monroe. Johnson's TDs helped the Longhorns build a 38-10 halftime lead. 


AUSTIN pons Network) — Cody Johnson ran for 
three touchdowns and Colt McCoy threw for two 
scores as second-ranked Texas opened its 2009 sea- 
son with a 59-20 rout of Louisiana-Monroe at Royal- 
Texas Memorial Stadium. 

McCoy was 21-for-29 for 317 yards and an intercep- 
tion for the Longhorns, who finished 12-1 last season 
and closed out the campaign with a 24-21 win 
against Ohio State in the Fiesta Bowl. Vondrell McGee 
had 15 carries for 70 yards and a score, and Jordan 
Shipley had eight catches for 180 yards and a score. 

“We are a excited, but it is just like | told every- 
one in the locker room: We have to watch the film, 
make some adjustments, figure out what we did 
wrong, clear up some mistakes and move on,” McCoy 
said. “You are always going to have things you can im- 
prove on after your first game. The second half as an 
offense we played really well.” 

Trey Revell went 14-for-30 with 197 yards, one 
score and one interception for the Warhawks (0-1). 

“There's no doubt in my mind that Texas is the 
No. 1 team in the country,” Louisiana-Monroe coach 
Charlie Weatherbie said. “They're a great football 
team, have great talent. And of course with Colt Mc- 
Coy Se the show out there, he’s an excellent 
quarterback. It seems like he's slippery, gets out of 
trouble and makes things happen.” 

Texas struck quickly as a fumble recovery deep in 


Warhawks territory was followed four plays later by a 
1-yard touchdown run from Johnson for a 7-0 lead a 
little more than two minutes into the game. 

A bit more than four minutes later, the Longhorns 
made it 14-0 on another 1-yard run from Johnson. 

Louisiana-Monroe got a 24-yard field goal from 
Radi Jabour with about 4 minutes left in the first 
quarter to cut the deficit to 14-3. 

Anine-play, 67-yard Texas drive in the second quar- 
ter was capped on Johnson's third 1-yard touchdown 
run of the game for a 21-3 lead. 

The Warhawks responded less than a minute later 
as Revell connected with Luther Ambrose on a 
75-yard score to make it 21-10. 

Texas’ D.J. Monroe returned the ensuing kickoff 89 
yards for a score, and later in the quarter McCoy and 
Shipley connected on a 78-yard score for a 35-10 lead. 

Hunter Lawrence's 32-yard field goal as time ex- 
pired helped Texas take a 38-10 lead at halftime. 

Louisiana-Monroe started the second half with the 
ball, but Revell fumbled and Texas recovered. On the 
next play, McCoy connected with John Chile on a 
14-yard score to make it 45-10. 

On the first play of the fourth quarter, McGee 
punched the ball in from 4 yards out for a 52-10 lead. 

Jabour kicked a 21-yard field goal later in the 
fourth, but Garrett Gilbert's 12-yard touchdown run 
gave Texas a 46-point lead. 
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Lucky No. 13: Texas running 
back Tre’ Newton, right, 
avoids Wyoming's Josh Bie- 
zuns, on a 13-yard TD run in 
the Longhorns’ 41-10 win. 


By David Zalubowski, AP 


“I think I was trying to do too much, try to make something happen 
that wasn’t there. I fumbled once, the ball slipped out of my hands, 
made a stupid throw on a crossing route. I saw the (defender) and 
threw it right to him. It’s just all mental, and those things have to pass. 


The way we responded in the second half was a tribute to our team.” 
— Texas quarterback Colt McCoy 


Texas at Wyoming 


Sept. 12: 


Playing at the 7,200- 
foot elevation of Lara- 
mie, Wyo., for the first 
time, the Longhorns 
stumbled out of the 
gate. But the only 
touchdown they al- 
lowed came ona 
blocked punt, and the 
offense found its 
rhythm in the second 
half to pull away. 


Texas 41, Wyoming 10 
Texas 3 10 21 7 — 41 
Wyoming 0 0 100 -— 10 


First quarter 
Texas: FG Hunter Lawrence 25 yards, 11:25 

Second quarter 
Wyoming: FG Austin rae 22 yards, 11:19 
Texas: FG Lawrence 32 yards, 8:07 
Wyoming: Ghaali Muhammad 6-yard 
blocked punt return (McCoy kick), 1:32 
Texas: Colt McCoy 25-yard i to James Kir- 
kendoll (Lawrence kick), 0:24 

hird quarter 

oe McCoy 9-yard run (Lawrence kick), 


Texas: McCoy 33-yard pass to Dan Buckner 
(Lawrence kick), 7:08 
Texas: Tre Newton 13-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 3:02 

‘ourth quarter 
Texas: McCoy 26-yard pass to John Chiles 
(Lawrence kick), 8:52 


Texas Wyo. 


First downs 27 18 


Total yards 544 273 
Rushes-yards 36-191 34-85 
Passing 353 188 


Comp-att-int 32-50-1 23-50-0 
Fumbles lost 0 1 
Penalties-yards 12-78 6-40 
Time of possession 32:32 27:28 
Individual statistics 


peng le y 

Garrett Gilbert 23-16-0. Wyoming, Robert 

Benjamin 16-38-120-0, Austyn Carta-Samuels 
-0. 


Rushing: Texas, Vondrell McGee 11-61, Colt 
McCoy 9-44, Tre’ Newton 8-62, BE Monroe 5- 
15, Cody Johnson 1-4, Jordan Shipley 1-0, Jus- 
tin Tucker 1-55. Wyoming, Robert Benjamin 
12-53, Alvester Alexander 9-24, Darius Terry 7- 
18, Austyn Carta-Samuels 5-{-8). 

eck: Texas, James Kirkendoll 7-102, 
Jordan Shipley 7-61, Dan Buckner em 
Chiles 5-49, Vondrell McGee 2-9, Malcolm 
Williams 2-15, Marquise Goodwin 1-9, Cody 
Johnson 1-7, Tre’ Newton 1-15. Wyoming, Da- 
vid Leonard 6-41, Travis Burkhalter 4-34, Zach 
Bolger 3-21, Orlando Arnold 2-17, Donate 
Morgan 2-13, Alvester Alexander 1-7, James 
Caraway 1-12, Jesson Salyards 1-11, Brandon 
real 1-14, Darius Terry 1-10, David Tooley 


‘Texas 41, Wyoming 10 


a INS 


¥ 
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By David Zalubowski, AP 


Looking for yardage: James Kirkendoll tries to evade Wyoming's Marcell Gipson after a reception. 


LARAMIE, Wyo. (Sports Network) — Quarterback 
Colt McCoy tossed three touchdown passes and sec- 
ond-ranked Texas overcame a sluggish first half to 
take a 41-10 victory against Wyoming at War Memo- 
rial Stadium. 

McCoy went 30-for-47 with 337 yards and an in- 


terception and ran for a score for the Longhorns (2-0), 


who have 100 points in their first two games. 

Tre’ Newton had a rushing touchdown, and James 
Kirkendoll had seven catches for 102 yards and a 
score. 

Robert Benjamin went 16-for-38 for 120 yards and 
added 53 yards on 12 carries for the sown (1-1). 

“lam proud of this team,” Wyoming coach Dave 
Christensen said. “We talked at halftime and the end 
of the game that we will never accept moral victo- 
ries. We either win or we get whooped, and in the 
second half of the game, we got whooped. 

“The players understand that and will come back 
tomorrow and fight.” 

It was a tough first half for the Longhorns, who 
situa toa 13-10 lead by halftime. But Texas 
struck early and often in the third quarter to take 
control. 

Texas started the second half with the ball and pe 
together a quick drive. D.J. Monroe took the kicko 
41 yards to the Wyoming 40, and five plays later Mc- 


Coy took the ball in from 9 yards out for a 20-10 lead. 

“| was really proud of the score right before the 
half,” Texas coach Mack Brown said. 

“Then the kickoff return to start the second half 
and we got the score. The game was really over after 
that, because our guys kept gaining confidence and 
played better.” 

Later in the third, McCoy avoided the rush, 
stepped up in the pocket and fired a pass to Dan 
Buckner, who raced into the end zone for a 33-yard 
score and a 27-10 lead with 7:08 to play. 

After stopping the Cowboys on their ensuing 
possession, the Longhorns needed 2! minutes to 
score again as a seven-play drive was capped by a 
Newton 13-yard touchdown run up the middle for a 
34-10 lead with 3:02 left in the third quarter. 

“| just feel like once our offense gets hot, it's going 
to stay hot,” Longhorns defensive end Sergio Kindle 
said. 

On a wide receiver screen to the left side, McCoy 
tossed the ball to John Chiles, who scored from 
26 yards out for a 41-10 lead with less than nine min- 
utes to play. 

The Longhorns, facing the Cowboys for the first 
time in 31 years, extended their non-conference win- 
ning streak to 15 games and are 3-0 all time against 
Wyoming. 
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“Survival. I’m proud of the way our guys grew up, 


worked and fought and hit.” 


Sept. 19: 


The Longhoms 
avenged their lone 
loss of 2008 despite 
giving up 420 yards 
passing to the Red 
Raiders’ Taylor Potts. 
The defense forced 
three turnovers and 
limited Texas Tech to 
minus 6 yards on the 
ground. Special teams 
came through via Jor- 
dan Shipley’s 46-yard 
punt return for a score. 


Texas 34, Texas Tech 24 


Texas Tech 3 0147 — 24 
Texas 7 3 410 — 34 
First quarter 
Texas Tech: FG Matt Williams 41 yards, 11:06 
Texas: Jordan Shipley 46-yard punt return 

(Lawrence kick), 7:02 


Second quarter 
Texas: FG Hunter Lawrence 43 yards, 14:51 
Third quarter 
Texas: Tre’ Newon 19-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 11:22 
Texas Tech: Taylor Potts 14-yard pass to Lyle 
Leong (Williams kick), 6:27 
Texas: Cody Johnson 1-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 4:20 
Texas Tech: Potts 10-yard pass to Leong (Wil- 
liams kick), 1:35 
Fourth quarter 
Texas: Colt McCoy 3-yard pass to Dan Buck- 
ner, 9:11 
Texas Tech: Potts 22-yard 
Swindall (Williams kick), 6:58 
Texas: FG Lawrence 33 yards, 3:49 
TTU 


ss to Tramain 


Texas 
First downs 25 20 
Total yards 414 340 
Rushes-yards 18-(-6) 41-135 
Passing 420 205 
Comp-att-int 46-62-1 24-34-2 
Fumbles lost 2 0 
Penalties-yards 14-108 9-76 
Time of possession 30:34 29:26 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Texas Tech, Taylor Potts 46-62- 
420-1. Texas, Colt McCoy 24-34-205-2, 

Rushing: Texas Tech, Eric Stephens 9-27, 
Baron Batch 4-23, Taylor Potts 4-(-54). Texas, 
Tre’ Newton 20-88, Colt McCoy 8-5, Vondrell 
McGee 4-9, John Chiles 2-29, Cody Johnson 
2-4, DJ. Monroe 2-6, 

Receiving: Texas Tech, Edward Britton 8- 
69, Alexander Torres 7-59, Lyle Leong 6-80, 
Tramain Swindall 5-67, Austin Zouzalik 5-73, 

coby Franks 4-35, Detron Lewis 4-22, Baron 

tch 3-1, Adam James 2-15, Eric Stephens 2- 
(-1). Texas, Jordan pape 11-73, Dan Buckner 
6-75, John Chiles 3-30, james Kirkendoll 1-11, 
be ea 1-3, Greg Smith 1-3, Malcolm Wil- 

jams 1-10, 


the way they 
— Texas coach Mack Brown 


Texas vs. Texas Tech 


Texas 34, Texas Tech 24 


By Eric Gay, AP 


Longhorn stampede: Texas defender Roddrick Muckelroy decks Texas Tech quarterback Taylor Potts, who 
threw for 420 yards but was called for intentional grounding on this second-quarter play. 


AUSTIN (Sports Network) — Colt McCoy and the 
second-ranked Texas Longhorns survived their first 
Big 12 Conference test of the season, avenging their 
lone loss of 2008 with a hard-fought 34-24 victory 
against Texas Tech. 

McCoy threw for 205 yards and a touchdown, 
completing 24 of 34 attempts, and was picked off 
twice. The versatile 4 arterback added 5 yards on the 
ground for Texas (3-0, 1-0), whose national champi- 
onship rae were dashed last season when its 
state rival won on a last-second touchdown by Mi- 
chael Crabtree. 

Tre’ Newton rushed for a score and finished with 
88 yards on 20 carries. Jordan Shipley had 73 yards 
on 11 grabs, and his 46-yard punt return midway 
through the opening quarter was the only touch- 
down in a low-scoring first half. 

Taylor Potts was solid under center for Texas Tech 
(2-1, 0-1), connecting on 46 of 62 attempts for 420 
yeuls and three TDs, throwing one interception and 

osing a fumble. Lyle Leong caught six passes for 80 
yards and two TDs. 

The one-dimensional offense was on full display for 
the pm Raiders, who mustered minus 6 yards on the 
ground. 

“There's probably some situational stuff we'd like 
to improve on. ... But our defense played well the 
whole game,” Texas Tech coach Mike Leach said. 

“There was some good, and some stuff we can 
work on.” 

After 30 uneventful minutes, the teams showcased 
their offensive talents in the third quarter. 

Newton's 19-yard touchdown run got the ball roll- 


ing, and Texas Tech responded with a Potts-to-Leong 
14-yard TD hookup after converting a fourth-and-1 
from the 15-yard line. 

Looking to catch the Longhorns off guard, the Red 
Raiders attempted an onside kick but were unsuc- 
cessful. Texas marched downfield, and Cody John- 
son's 1-yard plunge made it 24-10. 

The visitors kept pace, with Leong making a 
10-yard touchdown reception to cut the Texas lead 
to seven. 

After the teams exchanged interceptions, Sergio 
Kindle came in untouched and blindsided Potts, jar- 
ring the ball loose. The Longhorns took over at the 
Texas Tech 19, and McCoy hit Dan Buckner for a 
3-yard score with 9:11 remaining. ; 

“| just speed-rushed him,” Kindle said. “! timed up 
rode well, and the quarterback was there for the 
taking.” 

Again, Texas Tech had an answer: a 22-yard TD 
pass from Potts to Tramain Swindall a little more than 
two minutes later. 

Texas held the ball for the next three minutes, and 
Hunter Lawrence's 33-yard field goal made it a 34-24 
lead with a little less than four minutes to go. 

This time the underdogs didn’t counter, getting 
stopped on fourth-and-7 in Texas territory on the en- 
suing possession to end any hope of another upset. 

“We were winning at halftime,” McCoy said. “You 
have to give credit to the defense. Sometimes every- 
thing is not going to go our i And to give us cre- 
dit on the offensive side of the ball, we came out 
and played a completely different game (in the sec- 
ond half).” 
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_ On the flip side: Te 
quarterback Colt} 
right, is hit ee Le 


By Eric Gay, AP 


Party time: Texas’ Dan 
Buckner celebrates his 
36-yard touchdown ina 
64-7 victory against 
Texas-El Paso. 

By Eric Gay, AP 


“It was fun to see our guys play hard, and they played well in 
all three phases. When you force turnovers like that, games 
get out of control.” 


Sept. 26: 


A school-record 16th 
consecutive non-con- 
ference win came in 
dominating fashion. 
The Longhorns 
topped 300 yards in 
rushing and passing 
for the second time in 
school history. 


Texas 64, Texas-El Paso 7 


UTEP 7000-7 
23 24 10 7 — 64 


First quarter 
Texas: Tre’ Newton 3-yard run (Hunter Law- 
rence ra 12:20 
UTEP: Melvin Stephenson II 49-yard intercep- 
tion return (Logan Barrett kick), 11:12 
Texas: DJ. Monroe 91-yard kickoff return (kick 
failed), 11:00 
Texas: FG Lawrence 20 yards, 7:18 
Texas: Colt McCoy 36-yard pass to Dan Buck- 
ner (Lawrence kick), 4:19 

Second quarter 

Texas: FG Lawrence 19 yards, 14:11 
Texas: McCoy 16-yard pass to Jordan Shipley 
(Lawrence kick), 7:08 
Texas: Vondrell McGee 23-yard run (Law- 
rence kick), 2:45 
Texas: McCoy 15-yard pass to Buckner (Law- 
rence kick), 1:11 

Third quarter 
Texas: FG Lawrence 21 yards, 8:51 
Texas: Cody Johnson 18-yard run (Ryan Bailey 
kick), 4:50 


Texas 


Fourth quarter 
Texas: Foswhitt Whittaker 13-yard run (Bailey 
kick), 14:55 
UTEP _ Texas 
First downs Fs 32 
Total yards 54 639 
Rushes-yards 25-9 42-304 
Passing 44 335 
Comp-att-int 9-26-4 33-41-1 
Fumbles lost 1 2 
Penalties-yards 6-60 5-49 
Time of possession 25:08 34:52 


Individual statistics 

rier 2 UTEP, Trevor Vittatoe 7-21-38-4, 
Kyle Wright 1-3-1-0, James Thomas I] 1-2-5-0. 
Texas, Colt McCoy 28-35-286-1, Garrett Gil- 
bert 5-6-49-0, 

Rushing: UTEP, Donald Buckram 9-46, Ver- 
non Frazier 4-1, James Thomas II 3-6, Jason 
Williams 3-9, Kyle Wright 3-(-7), Trevor Vitta- 
toe 2-20), Texas, Tre" Newton 9-25, Jamison 
Berryhill 8-37, Vondrell McGee 8-104, Colt 
McCoy 4-15, Foswhitt Whittaker 4-38, John 
Chiles 3-minus 3, jeremy Hills 3-69, Garrett 
Gilbert rp gy lohnson 1-18. 

Receiving: UTEP, Donald Buckram 3-19, 
Kris Adams 1-5, Russell Carr 1-5, Evan Davis 1- 
minus 2, _ Moturi 1-9, Tufick Shadrawy 1-7, 
Jason Williams 1-1. Texas, Jordan Shipley 10- 
122, Dan Buckner 6-71, Marquise Goodwin 5- 
36, John Chiles 4-41, James Kirkendoll 4-30, 
Malcolm Williams 3-32, Tre’ Newton 1-3. 


— Texas coach Mack Brown 


Texas vs. Texas-El Paso 


Texas 64, Texas-El Paso 7 


: 
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By Eric Gay, AP 


Headed for the end zone: Vondrell McGee rumbles for a Texas touchdown with Texas-El Paso defenders 
DeShawn Grayson, center, and Melvin Stephenson II giving chase. 


AUSTIN (Sports Network) — Colt McCoy threw for 
three touchdowns and 286 yards on 28-for-35 effi- 
ciency in less than three quarters of play as second- 
ranked Texas had its way with Texas-El Paso 64-7. 

ee threw two TD passes to Dan Buckner, while 
Jordan Shipley caught 10 balls for 122 yards and a 
score. The Heisman Trophy candidate also threw an 
interception that Melvin Stephenson II returned for 
the Miners’ points. 

Vondrell McGee rushed for 104 yards and a score 
on eight carries for Texas (4-0). 

The Longhorns set a school record with their 16th 
consecutive non-conference win a week after surviv- 
ing their Big 12 opener against Texas Tech. 

Quarterback Trevor Vittatoe couldn't eet anything 
going for the Miners; he was intercepted four times 
and lost a fumble while connecting on seven of 21 
throws for 38 yards. 

Donald Buckram gained 46 yards on nine carries as 
UTEP (1-3) was outgained 639-53. 

“They're ranked No. 2 for a reason,” Vittatoe said. 
pod have a really good defense, good up front and 
goo coverage. | think a couple of the interceptions | 

ad, I was trying to force it, trying to make a play.” 

Unlike the first three games of the season, the 
Longhorns started fast and maintained that pace. 

Vittatoe fumbled on the game's opening posses- 
sion, and Tre’ Newton's 3-yard score made it 7-0. 

Stephenson stepped in front of a McCoy pass on 
Texas’ next possession and took it back 49 yards. It 


was the only highlight for the visitors, as D.J. Monroe 
returned the ensuing kickoff for a 91-yard score. 

Hunter Lawrence missed the extra point but nailed 
a 20-yard field goal after a bad snap on a UTEP punt 
attempt set the hosts up at the opposing 6-yard line 
midway through the opening quarter. 

Vittatoe's next pass was intercepted by Earl Thom- 
as, and Buckner had a 36-yard catch-and-run for a 
23-7 lead with 4:19 left in the opening quarter. 

The Longhorns stepped on the gas in the second 
quarter. 

Lawrence added a 19-yard field goal, Shipley 
caught a 16-yard touchdown midway through and 
McGee rumbled 23 yards for a score with 2:45 left. 

After a three-and-out, Shipley returned a punt 52 
yas into the red zone and Buckner caught a 15-yard 

ullet from McCoy for a 47-7 halftime lead. 

Texas continued to move the ball in the third. 

After Lawrence hit a 21-yard field goal just more 
than six minutes into the second half, Garrett Gilbert 
took over at quarterback and helped Texas go up 57-7 
on Cody Johnson's 18-yard scamper. 

Yet another Vittatoe interception resulted in a 13- 
yard Foswhitt Whittaker touchdown run on the first 
play of the fourth quarter. 

“It was a dominating win,” Longhorns coach Mack 
Brown said. “It was fun to see our guys play hard, and 
they played well in all three phases. 

“When you force turnovers like that, games get out 
of control.” 
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“I’m having so much fun on that (punt-return) team right now, 
because we have 10 guys out there that are just working their tails 
off to make those things go. When you have those guys sold out like 
that, it’s a lot of fun to be a part of it. You have to give those guys 


credit for making all the holes, and it’s just a fun team to be on.” 
— Texas wide receiver and kick returner Jordan Shipley 


Oct. 10: Texas vs. Colorado 


Colt McCoy had two 
turnovers, the offense 
generated a season- 
low 313 yards and Col- 
orado blocked a Texas 
field goal. But the 
Longhorns defense al- 
lowed only 127 yards 
and scored on an in- 
terception return by 
Earl Thomas. Jordan 
Shipley had touch- 
downs receiving and 
on a punt return. 


Texas 38, Colorado 14 


Colorado 7700-4 
Texas 3 7 4 4 — 38 


First quarter 
Colorado: Cody Hawkins Lae ih pass to Pat- 
tick Devenny (Aric Goodman kick), 11:26 
Texas: FG Hunter Lawrence 32 yards, 5:28 

Second quarter 

Colorado: Hawkins 11-yard pass to Riar Gee 
(Goodman kick), 2:51 
Texas: Colt McCoy 39-yard pass to Jordan 
Shipley (Lawrence kick), 0:46 


Third qaarter 
Texas: Ben Wells 3-yard blocked punt return 
(Lawrence kick), 8:49 , } 
Texas: Earl Thomas 92-yard interception re- 
turn (Lawrence kick), 4:55 

Fourth quarter 
Texas: Shipley 74-yard punt return (Lawrence 
kick), 12:29 
Texas: Foswhitt Whittaker 12-yard run (Law- 
rence kick), 6:12 


Colo. Texas 
First downs 11 21 
Total yards 127 313 
Rushes-yards 34-42 25-46 
Passing 85 267 
Comp-att-int 9-23-2 33-40-1 
Fumbles lost 0 1 
Penalties-yards 20-140 8-93 
Time of Possession 31:31 28:29 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Colorado, Cody Hawkins 6-18- 
68-2, Tyler Hansen 3-5-17-0. Texas, Colt Mc- 
Coy 32-39-265-1, Garrett Gilbert 1-2-2-0. 

‘ushing: Colorado, Rodney Stewart 21-40, 

‘Tyler Hansen 5-(-15), Demetrius Sumler 4-20, 
Darrell Scott 3-2, Cody Hawkins 1-(-5). Texas, 
Cody Johnson 9-20, Vondrell McGee 7-14, Colt 
McCoy 6-(-3), John Chiles 2-3, Foswhitt Whit- 
taker 1-12. 

Receiving: Colorado, Markques Simas 2-13, 
fake Behrens 1-14, Ryan Deehan 1-5, Patrick 

evenny 1-25, Riar Geer 1-11, Scotty 
McKnight 1-12, Darrell Scott 1-1, Demetrius 
Sumler 1-4, Texas, Jordan Shipley 11-147, Dan 
Buckner 6-39, John Chiles 5-21, Vondrell 
McGee 4-23, James Kirkendoll 3-25, Foswhitt 
Any 2-3, Marquise Goodwin 1-7, DeSean 

ales 1-2. 


Texas 38, Colorado 14 


AUSTIN (Sports Network) — Jordan Shipley was a 
one-man show for No. 2 Texas, recording a 74-yard 
pant return for a touchdown while adding 11 catches 
or 147 yards and another score in a deceptively close 
38-14 victory against Big 12 foe Colorado. 

The Longhorns (5-0, 2-0) trailed at halftime before 
pulling away as a result of two special-teams scores 
and Earl Thomas’ interception return for a touch- 
down. 

“I'm really excited about the win,” Texas coach 
Mack Brown said, “You've got to give Colorado credit. 
It was a tough, hard-fought, physical game, one that 
we really needed going into next week.” 

Colt McCoy had another subpar showing, turning 
the ball over on an interception and a fumble while 
finishing with 265 yards and a touchdown on 32- 
for-39 passing. 

But the Texas defense had its way with Colorado 
(1-4, 0-1), holding the Buffaloes to 127 yards, Cody 
Hawkins threw two touchdowns and two intercep- 
tions, ending with 68 yards on 6-for-18 passing before 
being pulled in the fourth quarter. 

Rodney Stewart led an anemic Colorado running 
attack with 40 yards on 21 carries. 

While the Texas offense was sluggish throughout, 
the special teams and defense turned the game 
around in the third. 

On the fourth punt of the half, Marquise Goodwin 
broke through and blocked Matthew DiLallo's boot 
from the Colorado 25-yard line. Ben Wells recovered 
the loose ball and took it in from the 3 to put the 
hosts on top 17-14. 


By Harry Cabluck, AP 
Huge game: Texas’ Jordan Shipley, left, had two touchdowns against Colorado on a catch and a punt return. 


McCoy was picked off deep in his territory the next 
time Texas touched the ball. The visitors had third- 
and-5 from the 12, and Hawkins tried to find Scotty 
McKnight on an out route to the right sideline. But 
Thomas stepped in front and went 92 yards the other 
way for the game-changing score with 4:55 left in 
the third. 

Tyler Hansen relieved Hawkins early in the fourth 
uarter and also failed to move the chains on his first 
rive. Shipley then fielded a punt near the right hash 

mark, made one tackler miss and shifted down the 
left sideline 75 yards. 

Foswhitt Whittaker's 12-yard TD run with roughly 
six minutes left provided the final margin in an other- 
wise lackluster effort from the Longhorns offense. 

Colorado got the ball first and wasted little time 
marching 66 yards for the opening score. 

Late in the first half, Marcus Burton sacked and 
stripped McCoy of the ball deep in Texas territory. 
The Buffaloes recovered the fumble, and Hawkins 
found wide open Riar Geer after a play-action fake for 
the easy 11-yard score and 14-3 lead. 

The score came with 2:51 left before intermission, 
and Texas had enough time to go 78 yards in eight 
plays to make it 14-10 at the break after McCoy found 
Shipley on a perfectly executed post-corner route 
from 39 yards out. 

“I thought the defense played great,” Colorado 
coach Dan Hawkins said. “We obviously didn’t do 
well on the de team, and offensively we gave a pick 
for a touchdown. When you play a great team like 
this, your margin of error is going to be pretty small.” 
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By Tony Gutierrez, AP 


Over the top: Texas cornerback Aaron Williams goes high to intercept a pass intended for Oklahoma wide receiver Ryan Broyles in the second 
half at the Cotton Bowl. A 32-yard field goal by Lawrence Hunter in the fourth quarter gave the Longhorns a 16-13 victory. 


“When you play a game like this, you know it’s going to go 60 
minutes. You know it’s going to be a fourth-quarter game. We 
mentally prepared the players all week for that type of ballgame. It 


was a hard-fought defensive battle.” 
— Texas defensive coordinator Will Muschamp 


Oct. 17: Texas vs. Oklahoma in Dallas 


In a Red River Rivalry 
game that was dom- 
inated by defense, the 
Longhorns came up 
with two key turn- 
overs in the final quar- 
ter to hold off the 
Sooners. Oklahoma 
lost OB Sam Bradford, 
the reigning Heisman 
Trophy winner, toa 
shoulder injury ona 
sack in the first quar- 
ter with the Sooners 
ahead 3-0. 


Texas 16, Oklahoma 13 


Oklahoma 6070 - 3 
Texas 0 3 0 3 —- 6 


First quarter 
Mor ga FG Jimmy Stevens 26 yards, 


Oklahoma: FG Stevens 37 yards, 6:50 
econd quarter 

Texas: FG Hunter Lawrence 42 yards, 3:42 
Third quarter 

Texas: FG Lawrence 42 yards, 12:29 

Texas: Colt McCoy 14-yard banal to Marquise 

Goodwin (Lawrence kick), 7:08 

Oklahoma: Landry Jones 35-yard pass to 

Ryan Broyles (Stevens kick), 4:39 


Fourth quarter 
Texas: FG Lawrence 32 yards, 12:08 
Okla. Texas 
First downs 18 20 
Total yards 311 269 


Rushes-yards 22-{(-16) 40-142 


Passing 327 127 


Comp-att-int 26-49-2 21-40-1 
Fumbles lost 3 2 
Penalties-yards 10-125 11-103 
Time of possession 25:28 34:32 


Individual statistics 
Passing: Oklahoma, Landry Jones 24-43- 


250-2, Sam Bradford 2-6-77-0. Texas, Colt Mc- 


Coy 21-39-127-1. 

‘ushing: Oklahoma, Chris Brown 12-23, 
DeMarco Murray 5-(-3), Landry Jones 3-(-4), 
Sam Bradford i 3), Cameron Kenney 1-{- 


19). Texas, Foswhitt Whittaker 18-71, Colt Mc- 


Coy 14-33, Cody Johnson 5-31, Vondrell 
McGee 1-2, DJ. Monroe 1-6. 

Receiving: Oklahoma, DeMarco Murray 8- 
116, Chris Brown 4-40, Trent Ratterree 4-19, 
Brandon Caleb 3-42, Cameron Kenney 3-37, 
Ryan Broyles 2-33, Adron Tennell 2-40. Texas, 


jarquise Goodwin 4-36, Jordan Shipley 4-22, 


Foswhitt Whittaker 4-21, James Kirkendoll 3- 
11, John Chiles 2-1, Greg Smith 2-19, Cody 


Johnson 1-6, Malcolm Williams 1-11. 


Texas 16, Oklahoma 13 


By Tony Gutierrez, AP 


Tightening up: Texas’ Curtis Brown, right, breaks up a pass in the end zone intended for Oklahoma's Cam- 
eron Kenney. The Sooners’ passing game was hindered when quarterback Sam Bradford was injured. 


DALLAS ( het seal Hunter Lawrence 
kicked a go-ahead, 32-yard field goal early in the 
fourth quarter and third-ranked Texas beat No. 18 
Oklahoma 16-13 on a day Sooners quarterback Sam 
Bradford exited early with the recurrence of what 
would be a season-ending shoulder injury. 

It was a seesaw battle in the annual Red River Ri- 
valry, but in the end Colt McCoy helped the Long- 
horns (6-0, 3-0 Big 12) remain unbeaten. 

Meanwhile, the Sooners (3-3, 1-1) were left won- 
dering about the future of their reigning Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterback. ; 

Bradford was sacked by Aaron Williams, who came 
ona corner blitz with nearly 112 minutes left in the 
first quarter. Bradford fell hard on his right shoulder 
and got up gingerly before walking off the field. He 
was taken out of the game in favor of Landry Jones 
with the Sooners leading 3-0. 

“That's unfortunate,” McCoy said of Bradford's in- 
jury. “I got to visit with him after the game and told 
him | was praying for him and hope he can get well.” 

McCoy completed 21 of 39 passes for 127 yards 
with a touchdown and an interception, 

“This is where we start, not where we finish,” Tex- 
as coach Mack Brown said. 

“We were sitting here in this same position last 
year when we lost to (Texas) Tech; we let it go back 
into a system. The (BCS) system kicked us out. Now 
next week's game becomes bigger than this one, and 
it will progress like this for the rest of this year.” 

It was a rough day for McCoy, who hurt the thumb 


on his throwing hand and was getting over a cold. 

“They ran a blitz, and as | tried to hit the tight end, | 
hit (Oklahoma defensive tackle Gerald) McCoy in the 
helmet. My fingernail is about gone,” McCoy said. “I 
just had to continue to play. 

“That is the thing about this game that is so special. 
It is not going to be pretty every time. You do not 
know what Is going to happen.” 

Bradford was 2-for-6 for 77 yards before leaving, 
while Jones finished 24-for-43 for 250 yards with a 
TD and two interceptions. DeMarco Murray caught 
eight passes for 116 yards in defeat. 

Lawrence kicked a 42-yard field goal less than 
three minutes into the third quarter to make the 
score 6-6. 

McCoy's 14-yard TD pass to Marquise Goodwin 
with nearly seven minutes left in the third moved the 
Longhorns ahead. 

But on the paste series, Jones connected with 
Ryan Broyles for a 35-yard score as he slipped 
peut a tackle and rumbled down the sideline for 
the TD. 


Lawrence's go-ahead kick came with 12:08 re- 
maining, and Texas stopped Chris Brown on a fourth- 
down run near midfield to get the ball back. 

Williams picked off ioe later in the fourth, giving 
the Longhorns the ball at the Sooners 20, but McCoy 
threw an interception three plays later. 

Jones failed to drive Oklahoma into field goal terri- 
tory as Earl Thomas came up with an interception 
with 32 minutes to go. Texas ran out the clock. 
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Getting egu Se eraskicker HiinterLaw- ye 
_ rence | dear yard field | goal that was the — 
a diflerence ina ets win against Oklahoma. My 
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Off and running: Texas ~ 
running back Fozzy 
Whittaker scampers 11- 
yards for a touchdown 
as Missouri safety Zaviar 
Gooden gives chase. 
Texas won 41-7. 


By L.G. Patterson, AP 


“Colt has had a very tough year, and he’s been sick; he’s been 
hurt. We've got the Colt of old back now, so we're ready to make 
this stretch run.” 


Oct. 24: Texas at Missouri 


The Longhorns pro- 
duced touchdowns on 
their first three drives 
to silence the Tigers’ 
homecoming crowd 
en route to a 35-7 half- 
time lead. Texas’ final 
two touchdowns of 
the half came in the 
final two minutes, one 
ona blocked punt. 


Texas 41, Missouri 7 


21143 3 - 41 
07 6° 10.=_7 


Texas 
Missouri 


First quarter 
Texas: Colt McCoy 8-yard pass to Jordan Ship- 
ley (Hunter Lawrence kick), 11:2 
Texas: Foswhitt Whittaker 11-yard run (Law- 
rence kick), 5:19 
Texas: McCoy 4 rk pass to John Chiles 
(Lawrence kick), 0:41 
Second quarter 

Missouri: Blaine Gabbert 1 1-yard pass to Ja~- 
red Perry (Grant Ressel kick), 5:53 
Texas: McCoy 13-yard pass to Shipley (Law- 
rence kick), 1:49 
Texas: Malcolm Williams recovered blocked 
punt in end zone (Lawrence kick), 0:45 

Third quarter 
Texas: FG Lawrence 39 yards, 3:46 


Fourth quarter 
Texas: FG Lawrence 44 yards, 9:37 

Texas _ Mo. 
First downs 26 in 
Total yards 400 173 
Rushes-yards 43-131 29-74 
Passing 269 99 
Comp-att-int 26-34-1  12-24-2 
Fumbles lost 0 0 
Penalties-yards 3-20 5-60 
Time of possession 35:02 24:58 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Texas, Colt McCoy 26-31-269-1, 
Garrett Gilbert 0-3-0-0, Missouri, Blaine Gab- 
bert 8-16-84-1, Jimmy Costello 3-6-25-2, Da- 
nario Alexander 0-1-0-0, Derrick Washington 
1-1-(-10)-0, 

Rushing: Texas, Colt McCoy 11-13, Foswhitt 
Whittaker 9-36, Cody Johnson 7-28, Jeremy 
Hills 6-17, Garrett Gilbert 3-(-2), Vondrell 
McGee 3-15, D,|. Monroe, 2-18, Antwan Cobb 
1-3, Tre’ Newton 1-3. Missouri, Derrick Wash- 
ington 11-35, Kendial Lawrence 7-37, DeVion 
Moore 6-29, Blaine Gabbert 4-(-27), jimmy 
Costello 1-0. 

Receiving: Texas, Jordan Shipley 7-108, 
Malcolm Williams 5-53, Foswhitt Whittaker 
3-18, Dan Buckner 2-1, John Chiles 2-45, Mar- 
era Goodwin 2-24, James Kirkendoll 2-11, 

reg Smith 1-9. Missouri, Danario Alexander 
6-74, Jerrell Jackson 2-13, Blaine Gabbert 
1-(-10), Wes Kemp 1-7, Jared Perry 1-11, Der- 
rick Washington 1-4, 


— Texas coach Mack Brown 


Texas 41, Missoun 7 


By L.G. Patterson, AP 


In your face: Texas quarterback Colt McCoy, left, throws over Missouri linebacker Andrew Gachkar in the 
first quarter. McCoy finished with three touchdown passes, two to Jordan Shipley. 


COLUMBIA, Mo. (Sports Network) — Colt Aeron | 
had an efficient night, completing 26 of 31 passes for 
269 yards and three touchdowns, leading third- 
ranked Texas to a 41-7 rout of Missouri. 

McCoy, who injured his thumb a week earlier ina 
16-13 win against Oklahoma, was intercepted once 
but connected on his first 11 passes, extending into 
the second quarter. 

“Colt has had a very tough year, and he’s been sick; 
he's been hurt,” Texas coach Mack Brown said. 
“We've got the Colt of old back now, so we're ready to 
make this stretch run. 

“Next week's game with Oklahoma State is in the 
same spot as the Texas Tech game last year, so the 
kids understand what's at stake now.” 

It was last year when Texas was unbeaten going in- 
to the Texas Tech game but lost 39-33, ultimately 
dashing the Longhorns’ national title hopes. 

Jordan Shipley had seven receptions for 108 yards 
and two scores for the Longhorns (7-0, 4-0 Big 12), 
who beat the Tigers for the 15th time in the last 16 
meetings. 

Malcolm Williams recovered a blocked punt in the 
end zone for Texas, which dominated by outgaining 
Missouri 400-173. 

Blaine Gabbert connected on eight of 16 passes for 
84 yards with a score for the Tigers (4-3, 0-3), who 
have coped their last three games, all by at least 15 
points. Gabbert hurt his ankle and was replaced in 
the third quarter. 

Shipley caught an 8-yard TD pass 3:36 into the 


game, and it became 14-0 six minutes later when 
Foswhitt Whittaker scored on an 11-yard run to the 
left side as he dived for the pylon. 

McCoy's 34-yard TD strike to John Chiles made it 
21-0 in the final minute of the opening quarter before 
Jared Perry finally put points on the scoreboard for 
the Tigers with an 11-yard touchdown reception 
from Gabbert. 

Texas came right back and marched from its 13. 
McCoy capped the drive with a 13-yard pass to Ship- 
ley with 1:49 left in the half. 

“Most games we have a drawing board whenever 
the defense comes to the sideline, and we'll draw up 
adjustments if we need a change to stop them,” Mis- 
souri linebacker Will Ebner said. “But we did not 
draw up something on the board one time, so it’s just 
that we were beating ourselves. 

“We were not communicating well enough on the 
rive ee On most of their scores, we've got one side 
of the field running one coverage and the other side 
running another coverage. We've just got to commu- 
nicate better.” 

Williams came up with the ball in the end zone af- 
ter the blocked punt with 45 seconds left in the half, 
and the 35-7 lead proved too much for the Tigers. 

After Hunter Lawrence's 39-yard field goal late in 
the third, Missouri turned to backup Guanebact 
Jimmy Costello, who finished 3-for-6 for 25 yards and 
Was intercepted twice. 

Lawrence's 44-yard boot in the fourth capped the 
scoring. 
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“I think that’s the best defense I've faced probably in 
my career. They have a lot of speed, and they just made 
some plays.” 


— Oklahoma State quarterback Zac Robinson 


Oct. 31: Texas at Oklahoma State 


Texas 41, Oklahoma State 14 


The Longhorns’ 

12th consecutive win 
against the Cowboys 
came behind a 
defense that harassed 
the Big 12’s most 
efficient passer, Zac 
Robinson, into a 
career-high four 
interceptions, two 

of them returned for 
touchdowns. 


Texas 41, 
Oklahoma State 14 


Texas 3 2117 0 
OklahomaState 0 7 0 7 


- 41 
- 4 
First quarter 

Texas: FG Hunter Lawrence 25 yards, 3:47 

Second quarter 
Texas: Col y kane. 1-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 10:3! 
Texas: Curtis Brown 77-yard interception re- 
turn (Lawrence kick), 6:21 
OSU: Beau Johnson 1-yard run (Dan Bailey 
kick), 2:18 
Texas: Colt McCoy 11-yard pass to Malcolm 
Williams (Lawrence kick), 0:09 

ird quarter 

Texas: FG Lawrence 40 yards, 10:27 
Texas: Earl Thomas 31-yard interception re- 
turn (Lawrence kick), 9:31 
Texas: Cody Johnson 2-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 2:49 

Fourth quarter 
OSU: Zac Robinson G-yard pass to Justin 
Blackmon (Bailey kick), 9:14 


Texas OSU 
First downs 7 15 
Total yards 275 277 
Rushes-yards 32-99 43-134 
Passing 176 143 
Comp-att-int 17-24-0 15-28-4 
Fumbles lost 1 1 
Penalties-yards 4-30 5-53 


Time of possession 26:44 33:16 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Texas, Colt McCoy 16-21-171-0, 
Garrett Gilbert 1-2-5-0, Team 0-1-0-0. OSU, 
Zac Robinson 15-28-143-4. 

Rushing: Texas, Colt McCoy 11-34, Cody 
Johnson 9-31, Foswhitt Whittaker 6-15, Tre” 
Newton 5-12, Marquise Goodwin 1-7. OSU, 
Keith Toston 19-70, Zac Robinson 11-32, Beau 


Johnson 7-12, Travis Miller 4-20, Kendall Hunt- 


er 1-1. 
Receiving: Texas, Jordan Shipley 6-64, 
James Kirkendoll 3-20, Marquise Goodwin 2- 


10, Malcolm Williams 2-55, Dan Buckner 1-10, 


jeln Chiles 1-16, Greg Smith 1-5, Foswhitt 
Nhittaker 1-(-4). OSU, Hubert Anyiam 5-62, 
justin Blackmon 4-38, Keith Toston 2-10, De- 
Aarcus Connor 1-4, Justin Horton 1-9, Beau 
Johnson 1-(-3), Tracy Moore 1-23. 


By Sue Ogrocki, AP 


Corralling the Cowboys: Linebacker Keenan Robinson, right, was part of a strong defensive effort by Texas 
that kept Oklahoma State quarterback Zac Robinson in check. The Longhorns picked him off four times. 


STILLWATER, Okla. (Sports Network) — Texas’ de- 
fense took center stage with four interceptions of Zac 
Robinson, two returned for touchdowns, as the Long- 
horns posted an impressive and well-rounded 41-14 
win against No. 13 Oklahoma State. 

Colt McCoy was 16-for-21 for 171 yards and a 
touchdown and Cody Johnson scored twice on the 
ground for the Longhorns (8-0, 5-0 Big 12), who 
were coming off an equally impressive 41-7 disman- 
tling of Missouri. 

Jordan Shipley had six catches for 64 yards and 
Malcolm Williams made two grabs for 55 yards and a 
touchdown as Texas moved closer to wrapping up 
the Big 12 South title. 

The win was Texas’ 12th consecutive in the series 
as the defense forced five turnovers. 

“The interceptions for touchdowns are something 
that our defense is priding themselves in ... and 
Colt (McCoy) is playing as pe as anybody in the 
country. He moved the ball with his feet. He played 
with a great head. He was very accurate, and we just 
felt like it was a complete team win,” Texas coach 
Mack Brown said. 

Robinson, who had thrown three interceptions all 
season entering the game, ended 15-for-28 for 143 
yards and a late touchdown pass to Justin Blackmon. 

Keith Totson rushed 19 times for 70 yards and 
feo ga had a rushing score for the Cowboys 

“That’s a tough one. | don’t know any other way to 


put it. | hate that we didn’t give Texas our best effort,” 
Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy said. “When you 
turn the ball over and make that many mistakes 
against a team that has got that much ability, it’s very 
difficult to win the game.” ; 

Texas built a 24-7 lead by halftime and started right 
where it left off in the opening minutes of the second 
half. Kicker Hunter Lawrence started with a 40-yard 
field goal and Earl Thomas’ 31-yard interception re- 
turn for a touchdown on OSU's second offensive play 
of the quarter ran the Texas lead to 34-7. 

“As a quarterback, when you fall behind, you feel 
like you have to start making big plays by forcing it. 
That is when the interceptions come. That is what 
happened tonight,” Robinson said. __ i 

OSU put together a promising opening drive, mov- 
ing 54 yards to the Texas 27 in 14 plays, but Dan Bai- 
ley missed a 45-yard field goal. 

Texas opened with an 11-play drive that went for 
65 yards and Lawrence made good on a 25-yard field 
goal. 

The Cowboys missed another opportunity for 
points on their next turn as Gundy elected to go for it 
on fourth-and-8 from the Texas 32 and Hubert Any- 
iam dropped a sure touchdown, unable to haul in a 
pass over his right shoulder. 

Anyiam fumbled on the second play of OSU's next 
series, and Texas turned it into more points as Cody 
Johnson capped a 53-yard march by breaking the 
plane of the goal line on a surge from the 1. 
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No looking back: 
Safety Earl Thomas = 
takes his third- P 


quarter 
interception 31 
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By Sue Ogrocki, AP 
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“It was a fun game to get to break free a couple times. 

You have to give a lot of credit to Central Florida, they played 
really well. We had to battle the whole game, but we came 
out with the win.” 


— Texas wide receiver Jordan Shipley 


Nov. 7: Texas vs. Central Florida 
Texas 35, UCF 3 


Colt McCoy burned 
UCF for 470 yards 
through the air and 
Jordan Shipley set a 
school record with 
273 yards receiving. 
McCoy also became 
the first Big 12 player 
to pass for at least 
2,000 yards in each 
of his four seasons. 


Texas 35, Central Florida 3 


CentralFlorida 0 3 0 0 — 3 
Texas 047 4 — 35 


Second quarter 
ie Florida: FG Nick Cattoi 39 yards, 


Texas: Cod Johnson 20-yard run (Hunter 
Lawrence kick), 11:49 
Lone Johnson 13-yard run (Lawrence kick), 


Third quarter 
Texas: Colt McCoy ed pass to James Kir- 
kendoll (Lawrence kick), 3:11 

Fourth quarter 
Texas: McCoy 88-yard pass to Jordan Shipley 
(Lawrence kick), 13:01 
Texas: Foswhitt Whittaker 6-yard run (Law- 
rence kick), 9:13 


UCF Texas 
Firstdowns 15 24 
Total yards 151 537 
Rushes-yards 38-75 25-67 
Passing 76 470 
Comp-att-int 10-19-0 33-42-1 
Fumbles lost i) 1 
Penalties-yards 1-5 6-53 
Time of possession 31:11 28:49 


Individual statistics 

Passing: UCF, Rob Calabrese 10-19-76-0. 
Texas, Colt McCoy 33-42-470-1. 

Rushing: UCF, jonathan Davis 22-71, Rob 
Calabrese 15-(-7), M Guyton 1-1 1. Texas, Co- 
dy Johnson 10-44, Colt McCoy 8-13, Foswhitt 
ye i 5-3, DJ. Monroe 1-1, Tre’ Newton 
1-6, 


Receiving: UCF, A. Guyton 5-35, Kamar 
Aiken 2-12, Ricky Kay 2-22, Rocky Ross 1-7. 
‘Texas, Jordan ink 11-273, James Kirken- 
doll 5-40, Malcolm Williams 5-67, John Chiles 
3-40, Marquise Goodwin 3-10, Cody Johnson 
2-10, Foswhitt Whittaker 2-11, Dan Buckner 
1-7, Greg Smith 1-12. 


By Harry Cabluck, AP 


Putting on a show: Colt McCoy's 470 yards passing against Central Florida was 3 yards off the Texas record, 
but in doing so he helped wideout Jordan Shipley set a Longhorns mark with 273 receiving yards. 


AUSTIN (Sports Network) — Colt McCoy threw for 
a career-high 470 yards with two touchdowns, lead- 
ing Texas to a 35-3 rout of Central Florida at Royal- 
Texas Memorial Stadium. 

McCoy completed 33 of 42 passes, 11 of which 
went to Jordan Shipley, who finished with a school- 
record 273 yards receiving. McCoy's yardage was 3. 
shy of Major Applewhite’s school record of 473 set in 
the 2001 Holiday Bowl, while Shipley's total es 
Tony Jones’ school mark of 242 yards in the 198 
Bluebonnet Bowl. 

“I did not even know until they told me on the 
headsets with about nine minutes left,” McCoy said 
of the yardage record. 

“Tam very happy for Jordan. He is a receiver that 
definitely deserves it and has definitely put in the 
work. If you ask Jordan or if you ask me, we are all in. 
We just want to win.” 

Cody Johnson also rushed for two scores for the 
Longhorns (9-0), who outgained UCF 537-151. 

onathan Davis ran for 71 yards for UCF (5-4), 
which had won its last two games. 

“We came in against the No. 2 team in the nation, 
and they played like the No. 2 team in the nation,” 
UCF linebacker Cory Hogue said. 

Hunter Lawrence missed a 44-yard field goal at- 
tempt on the Longhorns’ first possession, and UCF 
drove to the Texas 31 before punting. 

The Knights got the ball back at their 42 soon after 


and reached the Texas 22 before taking the lead ona 
39-yard field goal from Nick Cattoi two minutes into 
the second quarter. 

The Longhorns responded with a quick 80-yard 
march. Shipley caught a 44-yard pass on the first play 
after the kickoff, and Johnson capped the four-play 
series with a 20-yard scoring run for a 7-3 lead. 

After a UCF punt, McCoy engineered an 11-play, 72- 
yard drive for another score. A 16-yard pass on third- 
and-6 kept the drive alive, and Shipley added another 
first down with a 19-yard catch. Johnson again fin- 
ished it off with a 13-yard touchdown run to make it 
14-3 just 52 minutes before halftime. 

The Longhorns got the ball back and threatened 
again after Shipley hauled in a 53-yard pass, but Mc- 
Coy was picked off on his next throw at the UCF 14 in 
the final minute of the half. 

After a trade of punts to start the second half, Mc- 
Coy led a 15-play, 87-yard march that ended with a 
14-yard touchdown pass to James Kirkendoll with 
3:11 left in the third quarter. 

The Longhorns started their ensuing possession 
from the 1-yard line, but McCoy hit Malcolm Wil- 
liams on third-and-10 to move the chains and fol- 
lowed with an 88-yard scoring toss to Shipley, who 
outraced the UCF defense most of the way to make it 
28-3 less than two minutes into the fourth quarter. 

Foswhitt Whittaker scored on a 6-yard run a few 
minutes later to account for the final margin. 
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“T felt like we really came out and executed and our defense 
came out and put us in a lot of really good situations. We had 
short fields and we were able to really capitalize. We really 


just knocked them out in the first half.” 
— Texas quarterback Colt McCoy 


Nov. 14: Texas at Baylor 


Texas 47, Baylor 14 


; 


The Longhorns 
extended their string 
of seasons with at 
least 10 wins to nine 
by jumping on Baylor 
to the tune of 40-0 

by halftime. Cody 
Johnson had 109 
yards rushing, his first 
career 100-yard day. 
A Mack Brown- 
coached Texas team 
has not lost to Baylor 
in 12 meetings. 


Texas 47, Baylor 14 


Texas 14426 0 7 — 47 
Baylor 0 0 0 4 - 4 


First quarter 
Texas: Colt McCoy 3-yard pass to jordan Ship- 
ley (Hunter Lawrence kick), 11:1 
Texas: Cody Johnson 6-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 1:56 
Second quarter 

Texas: Tre’ Newton 45-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 9:20 
Texas: McCoy 7-yard pass to Shipley (Law- 
rence kick), 6:41 
Lary Johnson 1-yard run (Lawrence kick), 

25 


Texas: Team safety, 1:28 
Texas: FG Lawrence 41 yards, 0:03 

Fourth quarter 
Texas: Eddie Jones 60-yard interception re- 
turn (Ryan Bailey kick), 7:3 
Baylor: Terrance Ganaway 1-yard run (Dary 
Stone kick), 5:18 
Baylor: Nick Florence 19-yard pass to Brad 
Taylor (Stone kick), 1:40 


Texas _ Baylor 


First downs 23 16 
Total yards 4i1 246 
Rushes-yards 35-224 28-6 
Passing 187 240 
Comp-att-in 25-40-0 28-45-3 
Fumbles lost 1 0 
Penalties-yards 6-63 8-73 


Time of possession 27:09 32:51 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Texas, Colt McCoy 23-34-181-0, Gar- 
rett Gilbert 2-5-6-0, Team 0-1-0-0, Baylor, 
Nick Florence 28-45-2403. 
Rushing: Texas, Cody peel 19-109, Tre’ 
Newton 7-80, Vondrell McGee 4-10, Colt Mc- 
Coy 3-13, Foswhitt Whittaker 2-12. Baylor, Ter- 
rance Ganaway 13-5, Jay Finley 10-16, Nick 
Florence 5-(-15). 
Receiving: Texas, James Kirkendoll 6-43, Jor- 
dan Shipley 6-46, Dan Buckner 5-48, John 
Chiles 4 25, pes! orca 3-19, Tre’ Newton 

all Wright 7-57, David Gettis 


1-7, Willie Jefferson 1-11, Jarred Salubi 1-13. 


By Tony Gutierrez, AP 


Cruise control: Wide receiver Jordan Shipley hauled in two touchdown passes from quarterback Colt Mc- 
Coy to help Texas notch its 10th victory of the season with a convincing win against Baylor. 


WACO, Texas (Sports Network) — Colt McCoy 
threw two touchdown passes to Jordan Shipley and 
Cody Johnson had two scores on the ground as Texas 
cruised to a 47-14 victory at Baylor. 

McCoy, who tied the Football Bowl Subdivision 
record for career victories by a starting quarterback, 
finished with 181 yards on 23-for-34 passing for the 
Longhorns (10-0, 6-0 Big 12). Johnson rushed for 
109 yards on 19 carries. 

McCoy improved to 42-7 in his career, matching 
the record set by former Georgia signal-caller David 
Greene. 

“Tam really proud of our football team. They came 
out ready to play and dominated the first half,” Texas 
coach Mack Brown said. “We played a lot of guys in 
the second half that helped us apa a Baylor foot- 
ball team that is improving and has played really well 
over the last two weeks.” 

Nick Florence completed 28 of 45 passes for 240 
yards with a touchdown and three interceptions for 
the Bears (4-6, 1-5), who have dropped five of six. 

“I'm proud of how our guys fought and continued 
to fight and believe during the football game,” Baylor 
coach Art Briles said. “Did it go the way we wanted it 
to go? No.” 

The Longhorns got the ball to begin the game, and 
McCoy capped a 10-play, 80-yard drive with a 3-yard 
toss to Shipley. 


Baylor moved the ball effectively on its first drive 
but came away with no points after defensive back 
Aaron Williams picked off a Florence pass in the end 
zone. 

After Baylor failed to convert on fourth down at its 
44, the Longhorns put together a six-play drive that 
Johnson capped with a 6-yard run with 1:56 remain- 
ing in the first quarter. 

A 45-yard dash by Tre’ Newton and a 7-yard scor- 
ing play between McCoy and Shipley extend Texas’ 
lead to 28-0 with 6:41 left in the second quarter. 

Johnson's 1-yard plunge up the middle made it 
35-0, and Texas tacked on a safety when Baylor's Jus- 
tin Akers recovered a fumble in the end zone. 

Hunter Lawrence booted a 41-yard field goal in the 
waning moments of the second quarter to give Texas 
a 40-point cushion at the break. 

“| felt like we really came out and executed, and 
our defense came out and put us in a lot of really 
good situations,” McCoy said. “We had short fields, 
and we were able to really capitalize. We really just 
knocked them out in the first half.” 

Eddie Jones’ 60-yard interception return made it 
47-0 with 7:37 to play in the fourth quarter. 

Terrance Ganaway broke the shutout a little more 
than two minutes later with a 1-yard run for Baylor. 

Brad Taylor’s 19-yard TD reception accounted for 
the Bears’ final score. 
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Armed for action: Texas quarterback Colt Mc-. 
Coy passed for 181 yards andtwotouchdowns —_, 
in the Longhorns’ 47-14 victory against Baylor. - 


By Tony Gutietrez, AP” 
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“It’s great. We've been able to build such a great chemistry 
with Colt. He’s done a great job of leading this team. I was 


just really proud for him to be a part of that.” 
— Texas offensive tackle Adam Ulatoski 


Nov. 21: Texas vs. Kansas 


In his final home 
game, Colt McCoy set 
the Football Bowl 
Subdivision record for 
wins by a starting 
quarterback while 
passing for 396 yards 
and four TDs. The 
victory also clinched 
the Big 12 South 
Division title for the 
Longhorns. 


Texas 51, Kansas 20 


Kansas 0 677 — 20 
Texas 7 20 7 17 — ‘51 
First quarter 

Texas: Colt McCoy 41-yard lew to James Kir- 
kendoll (Hunter Lawrence kick), 6:02 

Second quarter 
Kansas: FG Jacob Branstetter 27 yards, 13:49 
Texas: McCoy 38-yard pass to Jordan Shipley 
(Lawrence kick), 11:34 
Kansas: FG Branstetter 26 yards, 6:59 
Texas: FG Lawrence 49 yards, 5:45 
Texas: Cody Johnson 1-yard run, 1:21 
Texas: FG Lawrence 47 yards, 0:07 

Third quarter 
Kansas: Jake Sharp 2-yard run (Branstetter 
kick), 8:10 
Texas: McCoy 68-yard pass to Malcolm Wil- 
liams (Lawrence kick), 7:53 

Fourth quarter 
Texas: FG Lawrence 35 yards, 14:08 
Texas: McCoy 12-yard pass to Kirkendoll 
(Lawrence kick), 11:43 
Kansas: Dezmon Briscoe 98-yard kickoff re- 
turn (Branstetter kick), 11:29 
Texas: Tre’ Newton 19-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 7:01 


Kan. Tex. 
First downs 16 29 
Total yards 303 532 
Rushes-yards 26-47 40-136 
Passing 256 396 
Comp-att-int 25-39-1 32-42-0 
Fumbles lost 0 1 
Penalties-yards 4-30 2-10 


Time of possession 27:25 32:35 
Individual statistics 
Passing: Kansas, Todd Reesing 25-39- 
256-1. Texas, Colt McCoy 32-41-396-0, Gar- 
rett Gilbert 0-1-0-0. 


Rushing: Kansas, Todd Reesing 9-minus 23, 


Jake Sharp 9-22, Rell Lewis 5-43, Toben Opu- 
rum 2-13, Kerry Meier 1-minus-8. Texas, Colt 
McCoy 12-29, Tre’ Newton 12-66, coy Jone 
son 8-15, Foswhitt Whittaker 4-10, Vondrell 
McGee 3-15, Marquise Goodwin 1-1. 

Receiving: Kansas, Kerry Meier 9-46, Dez- 
mon Briscoe 5-101, Tim Biere 3-17, Bradley 
McDougald 3-22, Jonathan Wilson 3-64, jake 
Sharp 2-6. Texas, Jordan Shipley 10-108, 
James Kirkendoll 8-86, Malcolm Williams 6- 
103, Tre’ Newton 3-36, John Chiles 2-16, Mar- 
quise Goodwin 2-34, Dan Buckner 1-13. 


Texas 51, Kansas 20 


By Erich Schlegel, AP 


Unstoppable? Running back Tre’ Newton, left, had a touchdown in what was another dominant offensive 
effort by Texas. The Longhorns extended their winning streak against Kansas to eight games in the process. 


AUSTIN (Sports Network) — Colt McCoy threw for 
396 yards and four touchdowns in his final home 
game to lead Texas to the Big 12 South title and a 
51-20 victory against Kansas, the Longhorns’ 15th 
consecutive home victory. 

Senior wideout Jordan Shipley caught 10 passes for 
108 yards, including a 38-yard touchdown. bins 
Kirkendoll hauled in two scores during an eight- 
catch, 86-yard outing, while Malcolm Williams to- 
taled 103 yards and a score on six receptions. 

McCoy went 32-for-41 and helped engineer eight 
scoring drives for the Longhorns (1 1-0, 7-0), who 
own back-to-back 11-win seasons for the third time 
during coach Mack Brown's tenure. 

McCoy also set the Football Bow! Subdivision rec- 
ord for career wins by a starting quarterback with 43, 
topping Georgia’s David Greene, who had 42. 

“I don't think we could have scripted it any better. 
With all the Bese on him, he’s showing every- 
body he’s in here for a big finish. He is in here for a 
big finish, and he was sending that message tonight,” 
Brown said of seat 

Cody Johnson and Tre’ Newton had rushing TDs in 
the rout. 

“It's a really special night for a lot of Texas fans and 
our senior class. That's what you want senior day to 
be. You only get one of those,” Brown said. 

“When you can finish it in a fashion like they did 
tonight, have a great ovation as you leave, have 
101,000 fans celebrate their game and their careers 
as they're leaving the field, it makes it even more 
special.” 

Kansas quarterback Todd Reesing was 25-for-39 
for 256 yards but failed to throw a touchdown pass 


and was picked off once. Dezmon Briscoe had five re- 
ceptions for 101 yards and returned a kick 98 yards 
for a score. 

“It's not the way we wanted things to turn out,” 
Reesing said. “We played an extremely good team to- 
day. I'm sure they're poised to head off to the national 
championship. 

“Tt was a lot of fun. We played hard, and you can’t 
take that away from us.” 

Jake Sharp's 2-yard touchdown reception repre- 
sented the lone offensive touchdown for the Jay- 
hawks (5-6, 1-6), who started the year 5-0. 

Kansas opened the second half with a promising 
88-yard drive, with Reesing completing six consec- 
utive passes before Sharp scored to cut the deficit to 
27-13 with 8:10 to go. ' 

It took one play for Texas to take back its 21-point 
lead as McCoy and Williams hooked up on a 68-yard 
TD pass to make it 34-14. 

That lead carried into the fourth, and Hunter Law- 
rence nailed a 35-yard field goal less than a minute 
in. One of the Longhorns’ top defenders, safety Earl 
Thomas, picked off Reesing on the very next play. 
McCoy turned the turnover into seven points with a 
12-yard scoring strike to Kirkendoll to go up 44-13 
only 3% minutes in. 

Briscoe returned the ensuing kickoff 98 yards to 
the end zone, but Newton's 19-yard run on Texas’ 
next series ran the score to 51-20 with seven minutes 
remaining. 

McCoy & Co. were on point from the start, building 
a 27-6 halftime lead. 

The Longhorns have won eight in a row against the 
Jayhawks and are 8-2 all time against Kansas. 
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By Darren Abate, AP 


Jumping for joy: Jordan Shipley, left, celebrates his 38-yard TD 
reception with James Kirkendoll in Texas’ 51-20 win vs. Kansas. 
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“Colt McCoy was unbelievable. I don’t remember any 
performance like that, period. He was a great leader and 
never even blinked. I don’t get to vote for Heisman, but if 
anyone has a better Heisman moment than that, then I'd like 
to see it.” 


The Longhorns 
needed every one 

of Colt McCoy’s 

479 yards of total 
offense to hold off 
the archrival Aggies. 
Marquise Goodwin's 
95-yard kickoff return 
halfway through the 
final quarter gave 
Texas a final bit of 
breathing room. 


Texas 49, Texas A&M 39 


4 - 49 
15 — 39 


Texas er: Ga | 
Texas A&M 7 4 3 


First quarter 
Texas A&M: Jerrod johnson 70-yard pass to 
eff Fuller (Randy Bullock kick), 13:44 
fexas: Colt McCoy 14-yard pass to Jordan 
Shipley (Hunter Lawrence kick), 3:42 


econd quarter 
— McCoy 65-yard run (Lawrence kick), 
14:1 


Texas A&M: ore 14-yard pass to Fuller 
(Bullock kick), 7:34 p 

Texas: vey 14-yard pass to Shipley (Law- 
rence kick), 4:59 

Texas A&M: 
Morrow (Bullock kick), 1:11 

Texas: McCoy 5-yard pass to James Kirkendoll 
(Lawrence kick), 0:05 


hnson 14-yard pass to Howard 


ird q 
Texas: Tre’ Newton 7-yard run (Lawrence 
kick), 8:26 
Texas A&M: FG Bullock 31 yards, 1:24 

Fourth quarter 
Texas A&M: Christine Michael 16-yard run 
(Johnson pass to Ryan Tannehill), 13:38 
fexas: McCoy 47-yard pass to Kirkendoll 

(Lawrence kick), 12:04 
Texas A&M: eth 20-yard pass to Fuller 
(Bullock kick), 7:10 
Texas: Marquise Goodwin 95-yard kickoff re- 
turn (Lawrence kick), 6:57 


Texas A&M 
First downs 26 27 
Total yards 597 532 
Rushes-yards 39-293 40-190 
Passing 304 342 
Comp-att-int 24-40-0 26-33-1 
Fumbles lost 1 1 
Penalties-yards 6-52 5-45 
Time of possession 28:27 31:33 


Individual statistics 

Passing: Texas, Colt McCoy 24-40-304-0. 
A&M, | aie johnson 26-33-342-1. 

Rus! ing: fexas, Colt McCoy 18-175, Tre’ 
Newton 16-107, Foswhitt Whittaker 2-10, Jus- 
tin Tucker 1-4, Cody Johnson 1-0, A&M, Jerrod 
Johnson 14-97, Christine Michael 19-83, Cy- 
tus Gray 5-11, Uzoma Nwachukwu 1-0, Jamie 
McCoy }-(-1). 

Receiving: Texas, Malcolm Williams 9-132, 

lordan Shipley 8-88, James Kirkendoll 4-63, 
an Buckner 2-19, Foswhitt Whittaker 1-2. 
A&M, Jeff Fuller 6-132, Ryan Tannehill 4-54, 
Uzoma Nwachukwu 4-42, Cyrus Gray 3-21, 
jamie McCoy 3-20, Ryan Swope 2-25, Howard 
lorrow 2-24, Terrence McCoy 1-17, Christine 
Michael 1-7. 


— Texas coach Mack Brown 


Nov. 26: Texas at Texas A&M 


Texas 49, Texas A&M 39 


COLLEGE STATION, Tex- 
as (The Associated Press) 
— Colt McCoy threw four 
touchdown passes and 
Texas overcame a huge 
game by Texas A&M quar- 
terback Jerrod Johnson to 
wrap up an undefeated 
regular season. 

The Longhorns (12-0, 
8-0 Big 12) now have only 
the conference champi- 
onship game against Ne- 
braska standing between 
them and the Bowl 
Championship Series title 


ame. 

For a while, though, it 
seemed as though John- 
son would rally the Aggies 
(6-6, 3-5) to a gigantic up- 
set, shattering McCoy's 
Heisman Trophy hopes 
and opening the door for 
TCU and Cincinnati to 
vault into the national 
championship picture. 

Jeff Fuller caught three 
TD passes from Johnson, 
the last with 7:10 left to 
cut Texas’ lead to 42-39. 
Marquise Goodwin returned the ensuing kickoff 
95 yards for a TD, and the Longhorns could finally 
breathe easy after the Aggies’ Randy Bullock missed a 
23-yard field goal attempt with 3:05 remaining. 

Been completed 24 of 40 passes for 304 yards 
and ran for a career-high 175 yards on 18 carries. But 
Johnson was just as spectacular, completing 26 of 33 
passes for 342 yards with four TD passes against the 
Longhorns’ third-ranked defense. 

The quarterbacks embraced at midfield after the 
game, and Johnson’s nationally televised showcase 
could put him in the conversation for next year’s 
Heisman award. 

McCoy is a candidate this year, and he put together 
a monster first half, completing 18 of 26 passes for 
222 yards with three TD passes. He also broke a 65- 
yard run up the middle early in the second quarter, 
the third-longest rush by a Texas quarterback. 

The Longhorns piled up 398 yards by halftime 
against the nation’s 100th-ranked defense but led 
only 28-21. 

The Aggies took a surprising 7-0 lead on the third 
offensive play, a 70-yard pass from Johnson down the 
sideline to Fuller. It was the second-longest play from 
scrimmage against the Longhorns this season. 


By David J. Phillip, AP 


Time out: Texas coach Mack Brown and his Longhorns survived a furious 
comeback by the Texas A&M offense. 


Early on, though, the Aggies defense couldn't get 
close to McCoy even when they blitzed, and he tied 
the score with a 14-yard touchdown pass to Jordan 
Shipley with 3:42 left in the first quarter. 

he Longhorns defense, meanwhile, had just as 
much trouble controlling the quick-footed Johnson, 
ranked 10th in the nation in total offense coming into 
the game. : 

Johnson threw a 36-yard pass to Ryan Tannehill, 
then found Fuller open for a 14-yard touchdown 
with 7:34 left in the first half. It was Johnson’s 49th 
career TD pass, a school record. 

After Texas moved ahead 21-14, Longhorns defen- 
sive end Sam Acho sacked Johnson on a third-down 
play, forcing a punt. Shipley called for a fair catch, but 
the ball bounced off a teammate and A&M linebacker 
Anthony Lewis recovered at the Texas 36. 

The miscue set up Johnson’s 14-yard TD pass to 
Howard Morrow with 1:11 left in the half. The Long- 
horns hadn't given up 21 points in a game since 
Sept. 19, a 34-24 win against Texas Tech. 

The Aggies left enough time for McCoy to answer 
again. He threw two passes to Shipley for big Bains, 
then found James Kirkendoll for the go-ahead score 
five seconds before halftime. 


Breaking free: Texas quarterback 
Colt McCoy scrambles away from 
Texas A&M linebacker Von Miller 
in the second quarter. Texas held” 
on for a 49-39 victory. 


ALABAMA VS. TEXAS @ @ & & 73 


ws 74 @ @ @ @ ALABAMAVS. TEXAS 


“I’m not going to answer any more questions about officiating or 
about the call. Ask me about the football game. It was a hell of a 
football game.” 


— Nebraska coach Bo Pelini 


Dec. 5: Texas vs. Nebraska in Dallas 


The Texas offense 
sputtered, and the Ne- 
braska offense was 
nearly non-existent. 
So it was fitting the 
Big 12 title game 
should come down to 
field goals, including 
the winner as time 
expired for Texas. 


Texas 13, Nebraska 12 


Texas 0o733-3 
Nebraska 6 00 6 -—- 
livia vob 
Neb.: FG Alex Henery 45 yards, 11:04 

Neb.: FG Henery 52 yards, 6:32 


nd quarter 

Texas: Colt McCoy 2 run (Hunter Lawrence 
kick), 2:19 

Third quarter 
Texas: FG Lawrence 39 yards, 1:40 

Fourth quarter 
Neb.: FG Henery 28 yards, 11:34 
Neb.: FG Henery 42 yards, 1:44 
Texas: FG Lawrence 46 yards, 0:00 


Texas Neb 
First downs 17 5 
Total yards 192 106 
Rushes-yards 38-18 35-67 
Passing __184 39 
Comp-att-int 20-363 6-203 
Fumbles lost rel! 0 
Penalties-yards 7-45 7-64 
Time of possession 32:00 28:00 


Individual statistics 
Passing: Texas, Colt McCoy 20-36-3-184. 
Nebraska, Zac Lee 6-19-3-39, Cody Green 0- 


1-0. 
Romine Texas, Tré Newton 19-36, Cod 
Johnson 1- 
Coy Marts Nebraska, Roy Helu Jr. 10-28, 
Rex Burkhead 17-22, Lee Zac 6-12, Cody 
Green 2-5. 
Rose Texas, Jordan Shipley 7-71, Tré 
Newton 5-43, Malcolm Williams 3-52, Dan 
Buckner 3-14, Marquise Goodwin 2-4. Ne- 
braska, Brandon Kinnie 2-30, Rex Burkhead 
aa Niles Paul 1-4, Dontrayevous Robinson 


. Foswhitt Whittaker 1-0, Colt Mc- 


Texas 13, Nebraska 12 


DALLAS (The Associated Press) — Colt McCoy 
dropped to a knee and looked down, a hand shielding 
his eyes. After all of the mistakes and near-misses, his 
Texas Longhorns had a chance to make it to the na- 
tional championship game, yet the star quarterback 
was too overcome to watch. 

He missed one heck of a kick. 

Hunter Lawrence nailed a 46-yard field goal as 
time expired, giving roughed-up McCoy and the 
Longhorns a 13-12 victory against Nebraska in the Big 
12 championship game Saturday night and a spot in 
sd Bowl Championship Series title game against Ala- 

ama. 

“We had so many things not go our way tonight, 
but we found a way,” McCoy said. 

McCoy might not win the Heisman Trophy after 
this performance, but that’s not why he came back 
for his senior year. He wanted to match Vince Young's 
feat of leading Texas to a national championship, and 
that dream is alive and well — even if he might need 
the time off until the Jan. 7 game in Pasadena, Calif, 
to heal from this punishment. 

McCoy, who had never been sacked more than 
four times, was taken down nine times, 4% by 
Hainaoup Suh. The abuse dazed the winningest 
quarterback in college football history, prompting 
him into making a bunch of freshman mistakes — 
including the nearly costly flub of letting time run out 
at the end of the game. 

After a 42-yard field goal by Alex Henery put the 
Cornhuskers up 12-10 with 1:44 left, an out-of- 
bounds kickoff put the Longhorns (13-0) at the Texas 


By Tony Gutierrez, AP 


Game over: Texas kicker Hunter Lawrence, right, prepares to boot the game-winning 46-yard field goal. 


40-yard line. 

McCoy drove his team to the Nebraska 26, then 
faced third-and-13 from the 29. Seeking a few more 
yards with a few ticks left on the game clock, McCoy 
ended up aa ee throwing the ball out of 
bounds as the clock hit zero. 

But officials checked a video replay and put one 
second back, and Lawrence converted to keep the 
Longhorns undefeated. Texas players flung helmets 
and rushed the field to celebrate this agonizing 
close conference championship game. The Cornhusk- 
ers slunked off, unable to believe they weren't going 
away with the upset. 

“We're excited about being Big 12 champs, and 
we'll see you in Pasadena,” Texas coach Mack Brown 
said in a raspy voice at the end of a confetti-filled cel- 
ebration at midfield. 

Once the celebratory scrum ended, Lawrence was 
carried off on the shoulders of his teammates. That 
just as easily could’ve been Alex Henery enjoying the 
Star treatment. Henry accounted for all of their 
points, also making kicks of 45, 52 and 28. 

Nebraska’s offense was downright terrible, with 
three first downs through three quarters, yet the 
Cornhuskers were always within a play of the lead 
because McCoy was unable to get anything going 
against Suh and crew. 

McCoy was 20-for-36 for 184 yards with three 
interceptions; he had two picks in the previous six 
games. 

“Nebraska's defense is great,” McCoy said. “They're 
one of the best we've played.” 
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ALABAMA VS. TEXAS 


The eyes of Texas: Long- 
horns senior kicker Hunter 
Lawrence (15) watches the 
flight of his 46-yard field 
goal, which beat Nebraska 
13-12 as time expired in the 
Big 12 Conference champi- 
onship game Dec. 5 in Ar- 
lington, Texas, and secured 
13-0 Texas’ spot in the BCS 
national title game. 


By Brett Davis, US Presswire 
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Breaking down Alabama 


ee tng en 


By Dave Martin, AP 


Playmaking pair: Heisman Trophy candidate Mark Ingram, left, leads Alabama's bruising running game. Sophomore wide receiver Julio Jones 
hasn’t put up numbers comparable to his freshman year because of a knee injury, but he has a month to heal before the national title game. 


Nick Saban has already joined Bear Bryant 
as the only coaches to win a Southeastern 
Conference championship at two schools, and 
now Saban is poised to become the first 
coach since the Associated Press poll began in 


1936 to win national titles at different schools, 


much less two SEC schools. 

And just like his 2003 LSU squad, the 2009 
Crimson Tide have done it with defense and a 
devastating ground attack. That was the for- 
mula for knocking then-No. 1 and previously 
unbeaten Florida out of the picture in the SEC 
title game Dec. 5. 

The Tide jumped ahead early and shut out 
the Gators in the second half to win 32-13. 

Florida folk hero Tim Tebow never really 
fot anything going, and Alabama runnin 

ack Mark Ingram was his typically tough self. 
The victory was so dominant that the Tide 
were able to take a knee on the final few 
plays, something rare against Florida. 

This is Alabama’s first appearance in the 
BCS title game. The Tide are going for their 
first national championship since 1992. 


Offense 


The Tide offensive line is huge and domi- 
nant, led by veteran tackles James Carpenter 
and Drew Davis. And they're joined by three 
other linemen who have certainly had time to 
jell. The group has stayed healthy and stayed 
on the field. 

Ingram, a sophomore, followed a fantastic 
freshman season with an even better sopho- 
more campaign, one in which he emerged as 
a Heisman Trophy candidate. Combining a 
bruising running style with the ability to 
bounce outside, Ingram has put this team on 
his back at times. For contrast, offensive coor- 
dinator Jim McElwain can send out speedy 
freshman Trent Richardson to hit the home 
run. He has more than 100 carries, averaging 
5.1 yards and scoring six times. 

When the Tide are forced to wing it, they 
have more than a capable field general in 
Greg McElroy, who had 17 touchdowns and 
four interceptions, four fewer than the eight 
thrown by John Parker Wilson in 2008. 

McElroy will not throw for 300 yards, and 


he will not throw for four scores. He'll protect 
the ball, and when it’s time to make a play 
through the air, he'll look to superstar wide 
receiver Julio Jones. The sophomore, whose 
numbers dropped in 2009 because of a lin-_ 
gering knee injury, should be 100% for the ti- 
tle game. There might not be a more com- 
plete wide receiver in the country. 

Wideout Marquis Maze complements 
Jones, and the return of tight end Colin Peek 

rom injury adds yet another dimension. 

As usual, the Tide boast sound special 
teams, led by senior kicker Leigh Tiffin, a vet- 
eran who'll trot onto the field with confidence 
should a late kick be needed to seal a champi- 
onship. And return man Javier Arenas has 
seven career punts run back for touchdowns. 


Defense 


The Crimson Tide rank among the nation's 
finest defensive squads, and they can stop the 
run and pass with equally great ferocity, 
which in turn leads to one of the nation’s top 
turnover margins. 


The unit is led by seven senior starters, 
none more imposing than freakish nose guard 
Terrence Cody, a finalist for pretty much every 
defensive award that doesn’t involve covering 
speedy wide receivers. The 6-5, 354-pounder 

oes everything, including blocking a season- 
saving field goal against Tennessee on the 
game’s final lay. When teams double- and 
triple-team Cody, they then have to deal with 
the rest of the Tide tacklers. 

Middle linebacker Rolando McClain leads 
the team in tackles, a total that includes his 
share of tackles for loss and sacks. He’s even 
picked off five passes. Javier Arenas anchors a 
cee and talented secondary, and he teams 
with Justin Woodall to not only shut down 
passing attacks but offer the type of run sup- 
port that Saban demands of his corners. And 
while the men outside are locking down on 
wide receivers, Mark Barron is playing the 
ballhawking role at strong safety, where he’s 
among the nation's leaders in interceptions in 
addition to compiling the third-most tackles 
on the Crimson Tide. 

This is a defense without a weakness, a 
group that shuts down the run and forces an 
opponent to become one-dimensional. 

Of course, a team doesn’t knock off the 
likes of Virginia Tech, run through the SEC 
gantlet and then knock off a great Florida 
team with solely a stout defense. The Tide of- 


fense is more than the efficient unit many ex- 
pected in August, and it starts up front. 


Weaknesses 


For all of the praise earned this season by 
McElroy, there’s likely a feeling among Ala- 
bama faithful that repeating the game-win- 
ning drive against Auburn might be too much 
to ask. In other words, putting the game in his 
hands in the fourth quarter might not yield 
the desired results. 

McElroy is solid, and the drive in The Iron 
Bowl notwithstanding, there’s a chance that 
playing for everything could cause unforced 
errors. 

The four prime playmakers of offense — In- 
ram, Richardson, Jones and Maze — are 
reshmen and sophomores. While each is ma- 

ture beyond his years, these still aren’t griz- 
zled seniors who have been through it all. 
Will the big stage lead to painful growing 
pains (turnovers) at the worst possible mo- 
ment? 


Stats 


> 12th rushing offense 
> 84th passing offense 
> 2nd rushing defense 
> 7th passing defense 
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By Marvin Gentry, US Presswire 
Under pressure: Florida quarterback Tim Tebow found some room to run in the Southeastern Conference title game, with 63 yards on 10 
carries, but he was largely contained by Kareem Jackson and the rest of the Alabama defense in the Crimson Tide’s 32-13 victory. 


~ 2S - 


The matchup 


Alabama thrives when it makes teams one- 
dimensional, and Texas has won its fair share 
of games over the last couple of seasons by 
abandoning the run and daring teams to stop 
its passing attack. Something has to give. 

Colt McCoy and Jordan Shipley lead an ex- 
plosive passing attack, though the Longhorns’ 
ability to score will likely depend on their 
ability to run. Texas has been taking a by- 
committee approach to the ground game, and 
one or a couple of backs will need to move 
the chains to keep McCoy from scrambling. 

Despite a torching at the hands of Texas 
A&M's Jerrod Johnson, Will Muschamp’s de- 
fense has been one of the nation’s best, and 
this is made even more impressive consider- 
ing the offensive firepower that resides in the 
Big 12. The Longhorns, though, have not seen 
an offense that can run the ball with the brute 
force of Alabama. 

Texas will look to test the talented Alabama 
secondary. Alabama will look to wear down 
Texas while mixing in shots to Jones down- 
field. And it's the Tide's ability to keep their 
defense off the field with the running game 
that gives this tilt an eerie similarity to Flori- 
da-Oklahoma last season. 


By Brian McDonald, CFFinsider.com 
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Breaking down Texas 
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By Erich Schlegel, AP 


Late-season boost: Tre’ Newton, scoring against Kansas, had a 100-yard game on Thanksgiving night to boost Nebraska’s running game. 


Coach Mack Brown and the Texas Long- 
horns try to add another national champion- 
ship to the trophy case four years after Vince 
Young engineered a Rose Bowl upset of 
Southern California. Texas features a four-year 
starter and Heisman Trophy candidate at 
quarterback and an offense that has routinely 
scored 40-plus points. 

It does not come into the Bowl Champion- 
ship Series title game against Alabama with 
much momentum. First, the Longhorns had 
to outscore Texas A&M 49-39 in the regular- 
season finale. Then, they had to kick a field 
goal after one second was put back on the 
clock in the fourth quarter to get past Nebras- 
ka 13-12 in the Big 12 title game. 


Offense 


Colt McCoy has been the face of the Texas 
football program for four years. He’s the un- 
questioned heart and soul of the offense. In 


Texas’ late-season win against Kansas, McCoy 
became the winningest quarterback in NCAA 
history. When his veteran offensive line gives 
him time to throw, McCoy continues to be 
deadly accurate, Ca aie over 70% of his 
passes for the second consecutive season. 

After McCoy led the team in rushing in 
2008 (561 yards and 11 touchdowns), the 
coaching staff kept its prized quarterback in 
the pocket for most of 2009. It wasn’t until 
the regular-season finale that the coaching 
staff finally gave the Big 12 Offensive Player of 
the Year the green light to scramble outside of 
the pocket at will. This is when McCoy is 
most dangerous. If the Longhorns are going to 
win their second national title in the Brown 
era, McCoy will have to lead the way. He'll al- 
so have to be more effective than he was 
against Nebraska, with three interceptions 
and 184 yards passing. 

McCoy's favorite target is Jordan Shipley, a 
senior wide receiver who is the Horns’ big- 


play threat. Shipley has logged more than 100 
catches and 1,300 receiving yards on the year. 
He is also one of the Big 12’s top punt-return 
talents, returning two punts for scores in 
2009. When defenses key on Shipley, James 
Kirkendoll and Malcolm Williams have shown 
the ability to step up and do damage of their 
own. Williams is a sophomore who has NFL 
scouts impressed with his 6-3, 220-pound __ 
frame. Kirkendoll, a junior, is a smaller, shiftier 
receiver who has come on strong at the end of 
the season, scoring four touchdowns in his fi- 
nal two regular-season games. 

Brown entered the offseason determined 
to find a go-to running back to help take the 
pressure off McCoy. Cody Johnson, Vondrell 
McGee, Foswhitt Whittaker, Chris Whaley 
and Tre’ Newton all got a crack at the starting 
gig, but nobody broke away from the pack. 
As the season drew to a close, Newton got in- 
to a bit of a groove rushing for 107 yards 
against Texas A&M. But in crunchtime, with 
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By David J. Phillip, AP 


Stuffing: Sam Acho and Kheeston Randall (91), tackling Texas A&M quarterback Jerrod Johnson, helped Texas to the No. 1 ranking in run defense. 


the game on the line, it remains to be seen 
if the Longhorns have anyone they can trust 
to cary e itark fata Newton had 

36 yards against Nebraska. 

The line is serviceable but not outstanding. 
The unit gave up 22 sacks (ranked 61st in the 
nation). Center Chris Hall and tackle Adam 
Ulaloski were Big 12 second-team selections. 

Placekicker Hunter Lawrence hasn't re- 
ceived much fanfare but has been remarkably 
consistent. The senior has made 59 of 60 

oint-after attempts and converted 20 of 23 
eld goal attempts, including eight of nine 
from 40 to 49 yards. 


Defense 


If the adage “offense puts fannies in the 
seats, but defense wins championships” is 
true, then the Longhorns are in good shape. 
Texas boasts one of the best defensive units in 
the country. The 'Horns rank No. 1 in the na- 
tion against the run, allowing just under 62 
yards a game. One of the main reasons for 
their success has been the play of their sturdy 
defensive front led by underrated tackle La- 
marr Houston. Houston has been a constant 
disruptive force in the middle, both in stop- 
ping the run and pressuring the quarterback. 
Houston is flanked by ends Sergio Kindle and 
Sam Acho, both of whom create havoc in the 
backfield. If the ballcarrier gets through the 
front four, Roddrick Muckelroy is there to 


clean things up. The senior headlines the line- 
backing corps and leads the team in tackles. 

The Texas secondary was a question mark 
heading into the 2009 campaign. After the de- 
fensive backs increased their interception to- 
tal from six in 2008 to 19 this fall, it’s safe to 
say the secondary is no longer a concern. A 
major factor in this turnaround is the stand- 
out play of Earl Thomas. This ballhawking 
sophomore set a Texas single-season record 
with eight interceptions this season. 


Weaknesses 


Texas is the 29th most penalized major- 
college team, averaging nearly 60 yards a 
game. The punt and kickoff return units have 
each allowed a touchdown and rank in the 
bottom half of the country in yards allowed. 

The ‘Horns also need to take better care of 
the football: Their 11 fumbles lost also ranks 
them in the lower half of Football Bowl Sub- 
division schools. 


Stats 


> 47th rushing offense 
> 13th passing offense 
» Ist rushing defense 

> 39th passing defense 


The matchup 


These teams haven't met since the 1982 


Cotton Bowl when the Longhorns rallied to 
beat Bear Bryant's Crimson Tide 14-12. This 
one could have the makings of another defen- 
sive slugfest. 

The ‘Horns will have a difficult time estab- 
lishing a running game against the stout 
Crimson Tide defense. Texas is going to have 
to try its luck moving the ball through the air. 
Expect Alabama to focus on slowing down 
Texas’ short passing game. This will provide 
opportunities for Colt McCoy to take shots 
down the field. If the Texas offensive line can 
hold off the Alabama pass rush and give Mc- 
Coy time to survey the field, the Longhorns 
should be able to produce big plays. 

The Crimson Tide will try to pound the ball 
into the teeth of the Longhorns’ top-ranked 
rushing defense. Expect Texas defensive coor- 
dinator Will Muschamp to dial up a myriad of 
run blitzes, daring Alabama quarterback Greg 
McElroy to beat the Longhorns through the 
air. The Texas secondary will spend most of its 
time keying on standout wide receiver Julio 
pes Jones is good enough to fight off dou- 

le-teams and be a difference-maker. 

Both teams are going to have a difficult 
time sustaining long scoring drives. This 
game will be won by the team that can pro- 
duce the most big plays, whether it is via 
the passing game, special teams or turnovers. 
Both squads have dangerous playmakers 
who are nae of scoring from anywhere 
on the field. 
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Coming up Roses: Undefeated Alabama and Stanford played to a 7-7 tie in the an- 
nual East-West gridiron game in the Rose Bow! on New Year’s Day in 1926. 


From Tide to Packers: Left end Don Hutson was 
elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1963. 


1964 AP photo 


ae Heading things up: Quarterback 
Standouts: Tackles Fred Sington, left, and C.B. “Foots” Clements from the 1930 team. Steve Sloan led the Tide to the 
1965 national championship. 


Sington, a Phi Beta Kappa member, went on to play professional baseball. 
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Alabama football history 


A year-by-year history of the program, beginning in 1936, when national champions began being 
determined by wire service polls (The Associated Press media poll began in 1936, the coaches’ 
poll in 1950). 


Year Coach W-LT Ofnote 

1936 Frank W. Thomas 8-0-1 

1937 Frank W. Thomas 9-1-0 SEC champ; lost to California 13-0 in Rose Bowl 
1938 Frank W. Thomas 71 

1939 Frank W. Thomas 53-1 

1940 Frank W. Thomas 7-2-0 

1941 Frank W. Thomas 9-2-0 Beat Texas A&M 29-21 in Cotton Bowl 

1942 Frank W. Thomas 8-3-0 Beat Boston College 37-21 in Orange Bowl 
1944 Frank W. Thomas 5-2-2 Lost to Duke 29-26 in Orange Bowl 

1945 Frank W. Thomas 10-0-0 SEC champ; beat Southern California 34-14 in Rose Bowl 
1946 Frank W. Thomas 7-4-0 

1947 Harold D. “Red” Drew 8-3-0 Lost to Texas 27-7 in Sugar Bowl 

1948 Harold D. “Red” Drew 6-4-1 

1949 Harold D. “Red” Drew 63-1 

1950 Harold D. “Red” Drew 9-2-0 

1951 Harold D. “Red” Drew 5-6-0 

1952 Harold D. “Red” Drew 10-2-0 Beat Syracuse 61-6 in Orange Bowl 

1953 Harold D, “Red” Drew 6-3-3 SEC champ; lost to Rice 28-6 in Cotton Bowl 
1954 Harold D. “Red” Drew 4-5-2 


1955 Jennings B, “Ears” Whitworth 0-10-0 
1956 Jennings B. “Ears” Whitworth 2-7-1 
1957 Jennings B. “Ears” Whitworth 2-7-1 


1964 AP photo 


1958 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 5-4-1 Cub QB and “Bear”: Joe Namath, Paul Bryant. 
1959 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 7-2-2 Lost to Penn State 7-0 in Liberty Bowl 

1960 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 8-1-2 Tied Texas 3-3 in Bluebonnet Bowl 

1961 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 11-0-0 SEC co-champ, national champ; beat Arkansas 10-3 in Sugar Bowl 

1962 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 10-1-0 Beat Oklahoma 17-0 in Orange Bowl 

1963 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 9-2-0 Beat Mississippi 12-7 in Sugar Bowl 

1964 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 10-1-0 SEC champ, national champ (polls taken before bowl games); lost to Texas 21-17 in Orange Bow! 
1965 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 9-1-1 SEC champ, national champ (AP); beat Nebraska 39-28 in Orange Bowl 

1966 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 11-0-0 SEC co-champ; beat Nebraska 34-7 in Sugar Bow! 

1967 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 8-2-1 Lost to Texas A&M 20-16 in Cotton Bowl 

1968 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 8-3-0 Lost to Missouri 35-10 in Gator Bowl 

1969 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 6-5-0 Lost to Colorado 47-33 in Liberty Bowl 

1970 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 6-5-1 Tied Oklahoma 24-24 in Bluebonnet Bowl 

1971 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 114-0 SEC champ; lost to Nebraska 38-6 in Orange Bowl 

1972 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 10-2-0 SEC champ; lost to Texas 17-13 in Cotton Bowl 

1973 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 114-0 SEC champ, national champ (coaches'’ poll taken before bowl games); 


lost to Notre Dame 24-23 in Sugar Bowl 
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Alabama football history 


1974 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 111-0 SEC champ; lost to Notre Dame 13-11 in Orange Bowl 
1975 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 11-1-0 SEC champ; beat Penn State 13-6 in Sugar Bowl 
1976 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 9-3-0 
1977 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 111-0 SEC champ; beat Ohio State 
35-6 in Sugar Bowl 
1978 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 114-0 SEC champ, national champ (AP); 
beat Penn State 14-7 in Sugar Bowl 
1979 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 12-0-0 = SECchamp, national champ; 
beat Arkansas 24-9 in Sugar Bowl 
1980 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 10-2-0 Beat Baylor 30-2 in Cotton Bowl 
1981 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 9-2-1 SEC co-champ; lost to Texas 
14-12 in Cotton Bowl 
1982 Paul W. “Bear” Bryant 8-4-0 Beat Illinois 21-15 in Liberty Bowl 
1983 Ray Perkins 8-4-0 Beat Southern Methodist 28-7 in Sun Bowl 
1984 Ray Perkins 5-6-0 
1985 Ray Perkins 9-2-1 Beat Southern California 24-3 in Aloha Bowl 
1986 Ray Perkins 10-3-0 Beat Washington 28-6 in Sun Bowl 
1987 Bill Curry 7-5-0 Lost to Michigan 28-24 in Hall of Fame Bowl 
1988 Bill Curry 9-3-0 Beat Army 29-28 in Sun Bowl 
1989 Bill Curry 10-2-0 SEC co-champ; lost to Miami (Fla.) 
33-25 in Sugar Bowl 
1990 Gene Stallings 75-0 Lost to Louisville 34-7 in Fiesta Bowl 
1991 Gene Stallings 111-0 Beat Colorado 30-25 in Blockbuster Bowl 
1992 Gene Stallings 13-0-0 § SECchamp, national champ; 
beat Miami (Fla.) 34-13 in ee Bowl 
1993 Gene Stallings 112-0 On-field record 9-3-1, eight wins and tie 
forfeited because of NCAA sanctions; 
beat North Carolina 24-10 in Gator Bow! 
1994 Gene Stallings 1241-0 Beat Ohio State 24-17 in Citrus Bowl 
1995 Gene Stallings 8-3-0 Barred from postseason 
because of NCAA sanctions 
1996 Gene Stallings 10-3-0 Beat Michigan 17-14 in Outback Bowl - reaper. 
1997 _ Mike DuBose 4-7-0 In the title hunt: Current coach 
1998 Mike DuBose 75-0 Lost to Virginia Tech 38-7 in Music City Bowl Nick Saban patrols the sideline. 
1999 Mike DuBose 10-3-0 SEC champ; lost to Michigan 35-34 in Orange Bowl 
2000 Mike DuBose 3-8-0 
2001 Dennis Franchione 75-0 Beat Iowa State 14-13 in Independence Bowl 
2002 Dennis Franchione 10-3-0 Barred from postseason because of NCAA sanctions 
2003 Mike Shula 4-9-0 
2004 = Mike Shula 6-6-0 Lost to Minnesota 20-16 in Music City Bowl 
2005 Mike Shula 10-2-0 Beat Texas Tech 13-10 in Cotton Bowl 
2006 Mike Shula, Joe Kines 6-7-0 Lost to Oklahoma State 34-31 in Independence Bowl 
2007 Nick Saban 7-6-0 Beat Colorado 30-24 in Independence Bowl 
2008 Nick Saban 12-2-0 Lost to Utah 31-17 in Sugar Bowl 


2009 Nick Saban 13-0-0 SEC champ 
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Stop that man: The 
Texas defense con- 
verges on Georgia 
Tech running back 
R,J. Jordan (46) at 
the Cotton Bowl on 
Jan. 1, 1943. The 
Longhorns won 
14-7. 


_ 
By Carl E. Linde, AP 


Final run: Dana X. 
Bible coaches Texas 
in November 1946, 
his 10th and final 
season for the Long- 
horns. He was 63- 
313. 
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AP 1963 photo by Ted Powers, AP 


Shoulder ride: Coach J. Blair Cherry is carried from the field by players and spectators after Trophy collector: Darrell Royal coached 
the Longhorns beat Southern Methodist 23-20 in 1950 in Austin. Texas to three national titles. 
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Texas football history 


A year-by-year history of the program, beginning in 1936, when national champions began being determined by 
wire service polls (The Associated Press media poll began in 1936, the coaches’ poll in 1950). 


Year Coach W-LT Of note 
1936 John E. “Jack” Chevigny 2-6-1 
1937 Dana X. Bible 2-6-1 
1938 Dana X. Bible 1-8-0 
1939 Dana X. Bible 5-4-0 
1940 Dana X. Bible 8-2-0 
1941 Dana X. Bible 8-1-1 
1942 Dana X. Bible 9-2-0 SWC champ; beat Georgia Tech 14-7 in Cotton Bowl 
1943 Dana X. Bible 7A SWC champ; tied Randolph Field (Texas) 7-7 in Cotton Bowl 
1944 Dana X. Bible 5-4-0 
1945 Dana X. Bible 10-1-0 SWC champ; beat Missouri 40-27 in Cotton Bowl 
1946 Dana X. Bible 8-2-0 
1947 J. Blair Cherry 10-1-0 Beat Alabama 27-7 in Sugar Bowl 
1948 J. Blair Cherry 73-1 Beat Georgia 41-28 in Orange Bowl 
1949 J. Blair Cherry 6-4-0 
1950 J. Blair Cherry 9-2-0 SWC champ; lost to Tennessee 20-14 in Cotton Bowl 
1951 Edwin B. “Ed” Price 73-0 
1952 Edwin B. “Ed” Price 9-2-0 SWC champ; beat Tennessee 16-0 in Cotton Bowl 
1953 Edwin B. “Ed” Price 73-0 SWC co-champ 
1954 Edwin B. “Ed” Price 45-1 
1955 Edwin B, “Ed” Price 5-5-0 
1956 Edwin B. “Ed” Price 1-9-0 
1957 Darrell Royal 6-441 Lost to Mississippi 39-7 in Sugar Bowl 
1958 Darrell Royal 73-0 
1959 Darrell Royal 9-2-0 SWC co-champ; lost to Syracuse 23-14 in Cotton Bowl 
1960 Darrell Royal 73-1 Tied Alabama 3-3 in Bluebonnet Bowl 
1961 Darrell Royal 10-1-0 SWC co-champ; beat Mississippi 12-7 in Cotton Bowl 
1962 Darrell Royal 9-141 SWC champ; lost to LSU 16-0 in Cotton Bowl 
1963 Darrell Royal 11-0-0 SWC co-champ, national champ; beat Navy 28-6 in Cotton Bowl 
1964 Darrell Royal 10-1-0 Beat Alabama 21-17 in Orange Bowl 
1965 Darrell Royal 6-4-0 
1966 Darrell Royal 7-4-0 Beat Mississippi 19-0 in Bluebonnet Bowl 
1967 Darrell Royal 6-4-0 
1968 Darrell Royal 9-1-1 SWC co-champ; beat Tennessee 36-13 in Cotton Bowl 
1969 Darrell Royal 11-0-0 SWC champ, national champ; 
beat Notre Dame 21-17 in Cotton Bowl 
1970 Darrell Royal 10-1-0 SWC champ, national champ (coaches’ poll taken before bow!s); 
lost to Notre Dame 24-11 in Cotton Bowl 
1971 Darrell Royal 8-3-0 SWC champ; lost to Penn State 30-6 in Cotton Bowl 
1972 Darrell Royal 10-1-0 SWC champ; beat Alabama 17-13 in Cotton Bowl 
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Highly decorated: Texas 
running back Earl Camp- 
bell, right, with coach Fred 
Akers, was the 1977 Heis- 
man Trophy winner. Akers 
was NCAA Division | coach 
of the year. 


Following a path: 
Running back Ricky : : ay 
Williams followed in ; . ences © 
Earl Campbell's foot- ‘ ce, — 
steps, starring at Tex- Ss —— 
as in the late 1990s 4 is 
and winning the 
Heisman in 1998. 
Texas went 9-3 and 
won the Cotton Bowl 
that season, Mack 
Brown's first as 
Longhorns coach. 


2004 photo by LM Otero, AP 


What a run: Quarterback Vince Young, being 
hugged by teammate Will Allen, led Texas to back- 
to-back Rose Bow! wins and the 2005 national 
championship. 


By Tim Sharp, AP 
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Texas football history 


Year 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 


1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 


1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 


2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 


Coach 
Darrell Royal 
Darrell Royal 
Darrell Royal 
Darrell Royal 
Fred Akers 


Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

Fred Akers 

David McWilliams 
David McWilliams 
David McWilliams 
David McWilliams 
David McWilliams 
John Mackovic 
John Mackovic 
John Mackovic 
John Mackovic 
John Mackovic 
John Mackovic 
Mack Brown 


Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 


Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 
Mack Brown 


W-L-T 
8-3-0 
8-4-0 
10-2-0 
5-5-1 
111-0 


9-3-0 
9-3-0 
7-5-0 
10-1-1 
9-3-0 
111-0 
7-4-1 
8-4-0 
5-6-0 
75-0 
4-7-0 
5-6-0 
10-2-0 
5-6-0 
6-5-0 
5-5-1 
8-4-0 
10-2-1 
8-5-0 
4-7-0 
9-3-0 


9-5-0 
9-3-0 
11-2-0 
11-2-0 
10-3-0 
111-0 
13-0-0 


10-3-0 
10-3-0 
12-1-0 

13-0-0 


Of note 

SWC champ; lost to Nebraska 19-3 in Cotton Bow! 

Lost to Auburn 27-3 in Gator Bowl 

SWC co-champ; beat Colorado 37-21 in Bluebonnet Bowl 


SWC champ; lost to Notre Dame 38-10 in Cotton Bowl; 
RB Earl Campbell wins Heisman 


Beat Maryland 42-0 in Sun Bowl 

Lost to Washington 14-7 in Sun Bowl 

Lost to North Carolina 16-7 in Bluebonnet Bowl 
Beat Alabama 14-12 in Cotton Bowl 

Lost to North Carolina 26-10 in Cotton Bowl 
SWC champ; lost to Georgia 10-9 in Cotton Bowl 
Lost to lowa 55-17 in Freedom Bowl 

Lost to Air Force 24-16 in Bluebonnet Bowl 


Beat Pittsburgh 32-27 in Bluebonnet Bowl! 


SWC champ; lost to Miami (Fla.) 46-3 in Cotton Bow! 


SWC co-champ; beat North Carolina 35-31 in Sun Bowl 
SWC champ; lost to Virginia Tech 28-10 in Sugar Bowl 
Big 12 champ; lost to Penn State 38-15 in Fiesta Bowl 


Beat Mississippi State 38-11 in Cotton Bowl; 
RB Ricky Williams wins Heisman 


Lost to Arkansas 27-6 in Cotton Bowl 

Lost to Oregon 35-30 in Holiday Bowl 

Beat Washington 47-43 in Holiday Bowl 

Beat LSU 35-20 in Cotton Bowl 

Lost to Washington State 28-20 in Holiday Bowl 
Beat Michigan 38-37 in Rose Bow! 


Big 12 champ, BCS champ; 
beat Southern California 41-38 in Rose Bowl 


Beat Iowa 26-24 in Alamo Bowl 

Beat Arizona State 52-34 in Holiday Bowl 
Beat Ohio State 24-21 in Fiesta Bowl 

Big 12 champ 


90m @ ALABAMA VS. TEXAS 


Other four BCS bowl matchups 


By John Miller, AP 


Rosy year: Jeremiah Masoli led 
Oregon to the Pacific-10 crown. 


By Paul Sancya, AP 


Dual threat: Terrelle Pryor and 
Ohio State won the Big Ten. 


Rose 


Pasadena, Calif. 
Jan. 1, 4:30, ABC 
Ohio State yen) vs. Oregon (10-2) 

Ohio State lost to Southern California of the Pac-10 18-15 early at 
home, while Oregon knocked off the Trojans 47-20, also at home. But 
the Buckeyes were playing well at the end of the season. 


By Phil Sandlin, AP 


Last bow: Tim Tebow closes out 
a storied career in New Orleans. 


Sugar 


New Orleans 
an.1,8:30,Fox : 
orida (12-1) vs. Cincinnati Irae 
Cincinnati is 2-16-1 against SEC teams since 1976 (with both wins 
against Kentucky) and hasn't played one since 1996. The game will be 
noteworthy as Florida QB Tim Tebow’ finale. 


By Jim O'Connor, US Presswire 


Big East top ’Cats: Tony Pike has 
Cincinnati aiming for perfection. 


By Vladimir Cherry, US Presswire 


By Matt Cilley, AP 


Encore: Kellen Moore leads Boi- 
se State to the site of its '07 epic. 


Perfectly happy: TCU’s Gary 
Patterson and Marcus Jackson. 


Fiesta 


Glendale, Ariz. 
an. 4, 8, Fox : 
CU (12-0) vs. Boise State (13-0) 
The game is a rematch of last year’s Poinsettia Bowl, in which TCU 
held Boise to 28 yards on the ground and 250 total yards and won 17- 
16. The BCS title game is the only other bow] with unbeatens playing. 


By John Raoux, AP 


Fruits of victory: Josh Nesbitt 
and Georgia Tech rule the ACC. 


Orange 
Miami 
Jan. 5, 8, Fox 
Georgia Tech (11-2) vs. lowa (10-2) 

Georgia Tech is in its first BCS bowl game. Iowa was beaten 38-17 by 
Southern California in the Orange Bowl after the 2002 season, its only 
BCS appearance. 


Times p.m. Eastern 


By Charlie Neibergall, AP 


Banner year: Tony Moeaki and 
lowa received an at-large bid. 
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By LM Otero, AP 


Dousing: Coach Mike Riley and Oregon State, which won the Sun Bowl last season, will play Brigham Young in the Las Vegas Bowl on Dec.22. 


Non-BCS bowl game matchups 


Date Bowl Site TV, time (p.m. Eastern) Matchup 

Dec. 19 New Mexico Albuquerque ESPN, 4:30 Fresno State (8-4) vs. Wyoming (6-6) 

Dec. 19 St. Petersburg St. Petersburg, Fla. ESPN, 8 Central Florida (8-4) vs. Rutgers (8-4) 

Dec. 20 New Orleans New Orleans ESPN, 8:15 Middle Tennessee State (9-3) vs. Southern Mississippi (7-5) 
Dec. 22 Las Vegas Las Vegas 3 ESPN, 8 Brigham Young (10-2) vs. Oregon State (8-4) 

Dec. 23 Poinsettia San Diego ESPN, 8 Utah (9-3) vs. California (8-4) 

Dec. 24 Hawaii Honolulu ESPN, 8 Southern Methodist (7-5) vs. Nevada (8-4) 

Dec. 26 Little Caesars Pizza Detroit ESPN, 1 Marshall (6-6) vs. Ohio (9-4) 

Dec. 26 Meineke Car Care Charlotte ESPN, 4:30 North Carolina (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (9-3) 

Dec. 26 Emerald San Francisco ESPN, 8 Southern California (8-4) vs. Boston College (8-4) 

Dec. 27 Music City Nashville ESPN, 8:15 Kentucky (7-5) vs. Clemson (8-5) ; ; 
Dec. 28 Independence Shreveport, La. ESPN2,5 Georgia (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (6-6) 

Dec. 29 EagleBank Washington, D.C. ESPN, 4:30 Army (5-6) or UCLA (6-6) vs. Temple (9-3) 

Dec. 29 Champs Sports Orlando ESPN, 8 Miami (Fla.) (9-3) vs. Wisconsin (9-3) ——— 
Dec. 30 Humanitarian Boise ESPN, 4:30 Idaho (7-5) vs. Bowling Green (7-5) 

Dec. 30 Holiday San Diego ESPN, 8 Arizona (8-4) vs. Nebraska (9-4) 

Dec. 31 Armed Forces Fort Worth ESPN, noon Air Force (7-5) vs. Houston (10-3) 

Dec. 31 Sun El Paso CBS, 2 Stanford (8-4) vs. Oklahoma (7-5) 

Dec. 31 Texas Houston ESPN, 3:30 Missouri (8-4) vs. Navy (8-4) 

Dec. 31 Insight Tempe, Ariz. NFL Network, 6 lowa State (6-6) vs. Minnesota (6-6) 

Dec. 31 Chick-fil-A Atlanta ESPN, 7:30 Virginia Tech (9-3) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 

Jan.1 Outback Tampa ESPN, 11 a.m. Auburn (7-5) vs. Northwestern (8-4) 

Jan.1 Capital One Orlando ABC, 1 LSU (9-3) vs. Penn State (10-2) 

Jan.1 Gator Jacksonville CBS, 1 West Virginia (9-3) vs. Florida State (6-6) 

Jan.2 International Toronto ESPN2, noon South Florida (7-5) vs. Northern Illinois (7-5) 

Jan.2 Papajohns.com Birmingham, Ala. | ESPN2 Connecticut (7-5) vs. South Carolina (7-5) 

Jan.2 Cotton Arlington, Texas Fox, 2 Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Mississippi (8-4) 

Jan.2 Liberty Memphis ESPN, 5:30 Arkansas (7-5) vs. East Carolina (9-4) 

Jan.2 Alamo San Antonio ESPN, 9 Texas Tech (8-4) vs. Michigan State (6-6) 


Jan.6 GMAC Mobile, Ala. ESPN, 7 Central Michigan (11-2) vs. Troy (9-3) 
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Champs: Running 
back Roy Upchurch 
(5) and teammates 
savor Alabama's 
22nd SEC title. 


By Paul Abell, US Presswire 
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as Flag bearers: Foz- 

ie zy Whittaker, left, 
and Adam Ulatoski 
lead the Longhorns 
onto the field be- 
fore their 34-24 
win Sept. 19 vs. ri- 
val Texas Tech. 


By Eric Gay, AP 
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In full bloom: The BCS’ national title game will be held at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif., 
for the first time since the extra game was added to the bowl schedule. 


By Harry How, Getty Images 
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